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THE COSSACKS 

THE CAUCASUS. 
PART I. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

Tiie Cossacks — {conimued). 

Amongst the mass of the Cossacks, three 
distiiict physiognomies can be detected. First, 
the geauine liussian, with a broad, Sclavonic 
countenance, a snub nose, and very light 
brown beard. Secondly, the nobler Cossack 
type, proceeding from a strong mixture of the 
Sclavonic race with the Tartar and Circassian 
tribes, having the nose more curved, approach- 
ing the aquiline nu^se of the Caucasian, the 
face more oval and delicate, the eyes more 
animated, the beard not so light as with the 
Great Russians^ and a diaracter of fiice which 
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is by far the most common amongst the 
Cossack population of the Line. And, thirdly, 
the genuine Circassian type, which is presented 
in a small section of these Cossacks. These scat- 
tered individuals, of unmixed Caucasian blood, 
strike you immediatdy, among the remaining 
masses of those troopers, by their coal-black 
beards, their fiery eyes, long feces of very 
energetic expression, and their spare make. 
The bearing, attitude, and movements of these 
descendants of genuine Circassians, are decidedly 
more refined and nobler than those of the 
more robust, stiff, and plump Sclavonians. 

In a religious point of view, these Scla- 
vonians are inclined to the sects which are 
widely spread amongst the Little Russians. 
For the entertainment of their foreign guests, 
they have particular vessels, out of which, 
like the intolerant Schiites in Persia, thev never 
eat food themselves, and thus they consider 
themselves more jnous and righteous than 
their brethren of the north. I was very much 
pleased with the gaiety and vivacity of the 
children, which 1 bad not observed in other 
Russian villages. The young Cossacks are 
fine lads^ with awakened, sensible, and open- 
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he&ited oountenanoes. Most of them wear 
nothing but a shirt, which is fastened with a 
narrow gircQe round the waist, trousers of the 
coarsest iinen doth, aad a kind of sandal ; 
but many go bare-footed. From amongst 
those Cossack children, who grow up amidst 
danger and conflict, proceed the best soldiers 
of the Russian Caucasian army, worthy op- 
ponents of the contentious Tschetschensians 
and Circassians. 

The Cossack population settled on the banks 
of the Kouban and Terek, were not sufficient 
to ward off the attacks of the mountaineers, 
for the purpose of yielding escorts for military 
convoys and traveUers, as well as for many 
other services, in which these light cavalry in 
the Russian armies can be employed, and they 
were obliged to have recourse to the large 
Cossack population on the Don. 

Ten regiments of Don Cossacks, each consist- 
ing of one thousand men, are required to remain 
in service amongst the Caucasus for three years, 
and are then replaced by others. In recent 
times, these Cossacks have received considerable 
reinforcements. It was easy to foresee that 
the Don Cossacks would not willingly engage 
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in a war, where, independently of great dangers, 
80 little booty could [be made« The govern* 
ment would gladly have transported a part 
of the population from the Don to the Terek, 
and would have forced these people to be 
brave like the Caucasian Cossacks, by exposing 
their families and property to the attacks of 
the mountaineers. But it appears that they 
are careful not to alienate this numerous and 
warlike cavahy population, who, though very 
fiiithful to the Emperor, and obedient to the 
orders of government, are still not quite so 
patient as the race of the Great Rusrians. 
Hence the government was cautious, it appears, 
not to alienate them, by removing them from 
their tranquil and fruitful homes, to the plains 
at the foot of the Caucasus; to fevers, wars, 
and plundering incursions ; it remains satisfied 
with employing these Cossacks for commcm 
military service. Accordingly, the lancers of 
the Don and Oural do not fight, like the 
Tchernoniorski and the Cossacks of the Line, 
against the Caucasians for theur wives and 
children ; they leave their domestic hearth on 
the Don with the greatest unwillingness, nor do 
they bring with them any enthusiasm or thirst 
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for T«venge, on account of their families mur- 
dered or imprisoned in the Caucasian war. 
They consider their serrioe there as an oppressive 
burthen. They count every day of the three 
years, during which they have to tarry in sight 
of the snowy summits of the Caucasus, longing 
for their homes and their beloved wives, and 
they often show themselves helpless novices in 
mountain war&re. We are not a little astonished 
when we become more familiarly acquainted with 
the spirit of these troops, that they should be the 
same warriors, (or, at least, descendants of the 
same,) who awakened such terror in the vetmms 
of Napoleon, in the cold bivouacs in Russia. 

The dislike which the Don Cossacks liave 
to the Caucasian war, can be explained by 
several reasons, and it would be very erroneous 
for any one to accuse these troopers of 
cowardice, because they regret exchanging their 

peaceful homes for the place of combat in the 
Caucasus. In the last Russian campaigns 
against the Persians and Turks, the Don 
Cossacks showed, like all Russian soldiers, the 
utmost courage. A Russian officer once ex- 
pressed himself thus: ''Whoever has seen 
our soldiers fight at Erivan, Achalzich, and 
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Baiburty would scarcely bdieve that they are 

the same men as those on our expeditions 
against the tribes of the Caucasus. Against 
the Persians and Turks, all fought with im- 
petuosity and courage ; even the wounded 
Cossacks would not get off their horses. With 
loud shoutSy they all galloped cheering into the 
smoke of battle. But in these fearful moun- 
tain wars, as soon as an eaqiedition is prepared, 
many declare themselves sick, who are not so. 
If one of our soldiers should be wounded on 
the field of battle, twenty, perhaps, will imme- 
diately press round to carry him to the rear, 
in order to get out of the fight along with 
him. Lamentable war 1" 

It is well known that the Don Cossacks 
are very skilful riders, and sit firmly in the 
saddle; but the Cossacks of the Line excel 
them in horsemanship. The great military 
review which, took place at Tiflis, on the 
7th of May, 1843, gave me a proof of this. 

On the large meadow of the German 
colony of New Tiflis, Cossacks, Tartars and 
Georgians, executed before the commander in 
chief of the army. General Neidhardt, feats 
of bo)rsemanship and: evolutions. I never saw 
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finer cavalry manoeuvres. A picked body of 

Tartars and Georgians, ia the magnificent 
national costume^ the Cossacks of the Line in 
Caucasian coats embroidered with silver, and 
Lancers of the Don, in their blue holiday 
uniforms, exercised their horses in the wildest 
chace^ .and brandishing the schaschka, throwing 
the lances and firing their pistols and muskets, 
went through the most beautiful mock fights 
imaginable. Everything was imitated with 
the most pertect exactness, even to the battle 
cry of the Circassians, only of course no blood 
was shed. Those who had never been on 
an expedition, gained at least an idea of the 
manner in which an engagement is managed 
on the Kouban. On the other side of the 
Caucasus, they arc very fond of cavahy sliows 
of this sort; hence, on that day all the inha« 
bitants of Titlis were abroad, and at the sight 
of the prandng steeds, and at the clashing 
of wesqpons, the countenances of the beautiful 
Georgians^ usually so cold , and vacant, acquired 
au animated expression. The Cossacks of the 
Line kept firmly in their saddles during the 
race, but five or six of the Dons were unhorsed. 
£nvy and jealousy reign among the various 
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corps of the Cossacks, just as they do between 
difFerent branches of the serrice. During my 
second visit to the Caucasus, I remained 
some daya at Anannr on the Aragui, where 
a division of ^the Oural Cossacks were garri- 
soned. 

One evening, I observed a number of 
Cossacks rushing to the brink, they pointed 
with their finger to the bed of the river, 
where I saw a man struggling in the water, 
and then heard some one say, laughing : 
'^the fellow will certainly be drowned: but, 
he is only a Don Cossack." ** What !** 
indignantly cried a beautiful and slender 
Georgian, who stood i^ear, " he is never- 
theless your countryman and oominde, be is 
a Cossack like yourself; would you let him 
sink, because he is from the Don instead 
of the Oural?'* The beautiful form of the 
Georgian, whose countenance glowed with 
anger, appeared to great advantage by the 
side of the shaggy* bearded, uncouth Oural 
Cossacks. After a long delay, some of them 
rode into the river and dragged the man out 
of the water. To my horror, I then first 
discovered that the half-drowned man was 
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one of the Cossacks who served me as attendant 

during my journey. 

Amongst the Tcbernomorski and Cossacks 

of the Line, 1 spent but little time ; but with 
the Don Cossackft I had a tolerably long 
intercourse. They were my constant escort 
in the Alps of Ossetia and in Trans-Caucasia 
and Armenia, and their black lances guarded 
my tent even on the top of Ararat, trom which 
the eye wanders over three monarchies, over 
a powerful, youthful and aspiring monarchy^ 
and two ancient and exfMring ones. The Don 
were also my teachers of the Russian 

language. 

During my residence in the Crimea, I 
diligently studied the Russian grammar, but 
on a practical application of what I had learnt, 
I was oommonly not understood; for the 
German finds the true pronoimciation of a 
Sdavonie word very difficult. But through 
long and constant intercourse, with my Cossack 
attendants, ear and tongue became accustomed 
to the foreign tones, and by daily practice, I 
was at last pretty well understood by the 
people. Were I to give my own personal 
judgment respecting the character of the 
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Cossacks, gained during my residence with 
them, the verdict would not be favourable. 
My own peculiar view, coincides tolerably with 
that of other unprejudiced and clear sighted 
men, who have had nearer^ and longer oppor- 
tonities of observing the people on the Don, 
than I have had. 

The Cossacks are full of cunning, and 
dissimulation towards persons of rank, with 
whom they are connected as servants, escorts, 
or in any subordinate condition. Their submis- 
sive, officious demeanour, is often, perhaps, 
mistaken for good nature. We are astonished 
on a longer acquaintance with them, however, 
to observe how great the art of cunuing and 
dissimulation is, amongst a people, in other 
respects, so uncultivated. Amongst themselves, 
the Don Cossacks are very friendly, courteous, 
and talkative, but always ready to take advan- 
tage of their countryman and comrade, and 
even to rob him. The propensity for theft 
appears to be a universal vice of the Cossacks ; 
they practice it boldly and openly in a foreign 
land, amongst themselves, secretly and cunningly. 

A foreign travdler, who receives an escort 
of Cossacks, from the Russian government 
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should be carefully warned on this score. In 

vain will he hope by good treatment or genero^ 
sity, to awaken any gratitude, in the heart of 
such attendants, or to stimukte them to any 
honourable conduct, tow^^s their master. I 
could impart much information upon this 
subject, from my own experience, but for 
many reasons, I prefer to be silent. I will 
only venture to relate one striking case. One 
day as I was preparing for a journey into the 
country, where plundering incursions were much 
to be feared, a Cossack of my escort gave into 
my charge, a sum of money, which, for his 
circumstances was very considerable. I was 
anxious to discover how the man became 
possessed of it But since I knew the cunning, 
degraded character of these people, I had no 
hope of hearing the truth from himself, and 
I therefore resolved to draw the information 
adroidy from one of his comrades. 

We were once encamped in a wood, and 
roasting some game by a fire ; I seated myself 
near a Cossack, who was in a very happy state 
of mind, after a good draught of vodka. I first 
questioned him about the barrack service, pay, 
and so forth; and heard the usual complaint. 
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that a Cossack could not Uve on the niggardly 

crown pay. " But," I interrupted him, " Iwan, 
how is it possible for you to keep your purse 
always full? how ia all the world did your 
comrade happen to have such a sum of money 
as that which he gave me to keep for him ?" 

''That came/' said he quite dryly, "from 
stealing oxen. My comrade was fortunate 
enough to carry off five head of cattle; they 
were not lean kine either/* 

" But from whom did he take the cattle?" 

**They were Georgians — stupid peasants," 
answered the Cossack, with a look of con- 
tempt. 

And you feel no qualms of conscience on 
this score? stealing is scandalous. And what 
do your officers say, if the theft is disco* 
v«red.** 

*^The Cossack needs to steal in a foreign 
land. Every one does when there is an oppor« 
tunity. We are compelled to steal, because we 
can't live on our pay. Our officers see well what 
is going on, but they wink at it. And, no 
one is foolish enough to let himself be caught in 
the act, or he will get stripes for it." 

It appears that^ with the Cossacks, as witli 
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the Spartans of old— skilful thieves pass scot 

free, whilst clumsy thieves get a sound thrashing. 
The people on the other side the Caucasus are 
greatly to be pitied, especially in those parts 
which are so distant from Tidis as not to be able 
to bring their complaints to the noble and severe 
commander-in-duef residing there. One of the 
persecuted sect of Malokani emigrants, settled at 
Aekta^ not far Giobtchaiseni in despair at 
the thieving of the Cossacks, went to Tiflis, in 
order to complain; but the Governor of the 
circle of Pipis, who feared a rebuke from the 
Governor-General, sent some Cossacks after 
him, who overtook him on the road, and beat 
him till he was almost lame. The Malokani 
kept his bed for a month, and the complamt fell 
to the grouud. " The people are content ; they 
bve their chiefs ; for no complaints ever reach 
us," observed a distinguished officer on the other 
side of the Caucasus, to me one day. 

In the Caucasian war, and even in the last 
campaign against Persia and the Turks, the 
plunder-loving Cossacks have been able to carry 
home very little compared with what they did 
from France and Germany. The women of the 
Don lament loudly over it, and heartily wish 
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that war would be again carried on in richer 
countries, in which so much more is to be gained 
than amongst the poor Tschetscheosians, where 
no better booty is to be found than Trans- 
Caucasian oxen. The ciiurch in Novo-Tscher- 
kask, the chief town of the Don Cossacks, is full 
of incredible treasures. The traveller sees there 
pictures' of saints framed in gold, and oma« 
mented with diamonds, and altar vessels set in 
gold of untold value. All this was supplied 
by the pious Cossacks, who, in the year 1815, 
returned to their homes laden with spoil from 
Germany and France. No Russian province 
contains so much gold as the land of the CossackSt 
and not a few ducats, with the impression of 
German sovereigns are found among them. 
Klaproth relates that many distinguished widows 
have in their houses at Novo-Tscherkask pots 
quite full of ducats, which have descended from 
father to son untouched, and even uncounted. 
Many of the Cossacks have brought from their 
campaigns, gold ornaments for their wives and 
daughters ; and the Cossack women carry 
considerable riches on their heads in pearls and 
precious stones, and necklaces composed of 
ducats. A beautiful young Russian belonging 
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to the higher class of society^ who had been 
brought up on her father's property on the Don, 
once described to a travelling German, who was 
staying on the coast of the Crimea, with the 
most agreeable animation, the handsome dress 
and fashion of the young maids on the Don ; 
and, whilst she was speaking, she herself put 
on one of the Cossack head-dresses, which 
wonderfully adorned the pretty liead. 

" Ah r said the beautiful girl, describing the 
dress, " my people appear to have fared very 
well in your country, and what a number of 
pretty things they would bring back, if they 
were to visit Germany as firiends instead of 
enemies/* 

Young lady" replied the traveller, we 

Geruaans are so engrossed with our philosophy 
and poetry, that we have no time to think of 
the possibility of a visit from such guests, or to 
make preparations for a suitable reception of 
them. Whilst the Russians have built a 
magnihcent fleet on the Baltic Sea; of which a 
score or two years ago, not one plank existed, 
we write a great many verses on our German 
fleet Poets ^ celebrate ite deeds of future 
heroism, and introduce by name those ships 
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which have taken part in the sea fights, but of 
which, not a single beam has yet been laid — and 
whilst in Russia, they attain the exact informa- 
tion rcispecting all that transpires in the 
neighbouring countries, the German expresses 
with good<natured gravity, his moral ideaa 
concerning the inconceivable indiscretion of 
foreigners, who have dared to make disclosures 
about the condition of Russia." 

Those broad steppe lands, through whidi the 
Don flows, and where each man is born a 
soldier, are a possession of immense value to 
Russia. Nothing is required there, but the voice 
of one man to cause 100,000 warlike lancers on 
the Don and Oural to leap into the saddle. All 
miUtary authorities have admitted the uncom- 
mun usefulness of so large a body of cavalry* 
Cossacks may be employed in a thousand ways, 
both in small and great wars, either to protect 
their own convoys, or to attack those of the 
enemy, as videttes, and mounted messengers, or 
as scouts in pursuit of a defeated enemy* Even 
in order of battle, the impetuous charge of their 
lances has, on many occasions, made a fearful 
impression. An army with Cossacks is secure 
against all surprisals, whilst the enemy has no 
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nst from their worrying. Their lances are of 
infinite yahie to Russia, because they supply 
many defidendes of the Kussian soldiers in 
military qualities. They contribute to the army, 
elasticity, rapidity, one of the few warlike 
qualities, which is wanting to the robust, brawny, 
massively built, Great Russian, who, moreover, in 
a rapid movement is impeded by an inconvenient 
dress. 

It is inconceivable how men have endea^ 

voured to raise any doubt, at this time of day, 
respecting the value of the Russian soldiers in 
the field, and the formidable nature of the 
Russian army. All those who read Modem 
History, who know the particulars of the 
battles which the Russian armies have fought 
against the greatest Generals during the last 
century, Charles XII» Frederick II, and 
Napoleon ; — all such men ought not to require 
a warning respecting the power of Russia, to 
make them feel very anxious about the threaten- 
ing and rapid increase, hoth of the population 
and military force of that empire. The Russians 
fought the most iierceiy amongst all the enemies 
of Prussia, in the seven years' war. This was 
allowed by Frederick II himself, and it was 

YOIi. U. f C 
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a fortunate thing for him, that the Russians, at 
that time, had no motive to press the war 
vigorously. Napoleon, who in a short campaign 
destroyed the Frussian military force, which was 
commanded by Generak of the school of the 
Great Frederick, found at Eylau, a resistance on 
the part of the Russians, which this spoiled 
child of victory had never before met with. 

This dreadful and murderous battle at Eylau, 
between armies of almost equal numerical 
strength, is a very remarkable event in military 
history. It proves that all enthusiam, and 
military ambition, imbuing an army, from the 
General to the drummer, can accomplish very 
little — against another army, whose soldiers 
know notiiiog of that inspiring quality, but 
instead of having it, are schooled in the severest 
discipline, and are accustomed to be obedient 
even unto death. In France especially, great 
stress has been laid on the morale, or enthu- 
siasm of armies ; but the battle of Eylau is 
one amongst many proofs, that soldiers of 
strong physical make, who stand firm on 
the field of battle, to the last drop of their 
blood, have no cause to fear adversaries who, 
from the love of glory, patriotism, or whatever 
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we may call the moral motive of bravery, are 
impelled to the encounter. The brawny, well- 
flogged Russian soldiers, consisting exclusively 
of peasantry, stood firm and cool against the 
celebrated guard of the Frendi Emperor, which 
consisted almost entirely of veterans, of whom 
most were decorated with tiie Cross of die 
Legion of Honour, and although the genius 
of Napoleon conducted them, still, the battle at 
Eylau remained undecided; indeed, the victory 
would have probably terminated against the 
French, if the Russian Commander-in-chief had 
thought fit to continue the battle on the fol* 
lowing day. 

The Russians, also, deserve tiie. honour of 
having fought at Borodino, the bloodiest battle 
of modern times. Whether we read those 
terrible scenes, where the whole field was 
covered with dead bodies, according to the 
descriptions of Segur, the Frenchman, or of the 
Russian, Midiailowski Danilewski, we shall learn 
to esteem the heroic firmness of the Russians^ 
who were at that time numerically weaker, as 
wdl as the bravery of Napoleon's warriors. 
I think, we rather overrate the enthusiam of 
soldiers, as a means of victory; and are in 

c 2 
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error, if we fear the Russian military power 
less, because it does not possess the so-called 
moral power. Modern strategy, in which 
the movemeDts and evolutions chiefly depend 
on the ingenious co-operation of infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, and on regular, rapid 
marches, has converted soldms into links 
in a great machine; and the more pliant 
and manageable these links are, in the hands 
of the master who conducts the manage- 
ment of the machine, the surer he is of 
the result. The fiery and personal bravery 
of soldiers, which is not always restramed 
within the bounds of disciplinCi is oftentimes 
more an impediment and obstruction, than an 
assistance to the General I grant that, in the 
case of the officers, moral courage should never 
be wanting, but we must allow that the Russian 
officers are not behind those of any other armies 
in ambition and thirst for promotion. It is 
incredible how this ambition in Russia is 
awakened, stimulated, and goaded on, by a 
hundred means. In no other army are rewards 
so lavishly bestowed on officers who have 
distinguished themselves in the field. There 
are all possible kinds of medals and marks of 
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lionour, for good service the Cross abd Star 

of St. George, Stanislaus, Vladimir» Andrew^ 
Anna, and other holy orders, sometimes deco* 
rated with crowns, and at other times with 
diamoods; special decorations by epaidettes and 
uniforms, kc. 

I was once in a distinguished society, which 
consisted chiefly of military of the Caucasian 
army. As I found it rather tedious, I had the 
patience to count up all the orders and badges 
of honour of the company ; and I found that 
on the breasts of thirty-five military guests, 
there glittered more than two hundred stars 
and crosses many of the coats of Generals 
bad more orders than buttons. As is com- 
monly the case, ambition, through the grant 
of an outward mark of distinction, will be more 
stimulated than satisfied. He who wears a 
medal in Russia, uses every means to become 
a Knight of the Cross ; and then, being adorned 
with the Cross, he thirsts after the S(ar, in 
order to gain whichi he will make flie greatest 
sacrifice; great stress is laid, even by the 
Nogay Tartars with Mogul £eu^, on the fact 
of a man having an order, and the Koordish 
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chieftain, Ali Beg, at Anrat, asked me to 

what Tchin I bdooged. 

Those who have been acquainted with the 
military (Xganization and power of Russia in 
former times, and have compared them with 

the present, must confess that it has iatiuitely 
gained under the highly active and powerful 

government of the late Emperor. His un- 
usual orderly activity and foresight for the 
interests of the army, has imbued the Russian 
government) even to the farthest frontiers. 
Not only in St. Petersburgh do we learn to 
admire it, when we see the magni^nt guard 
of 60,000 men march out to review; but it 
appears, perhaps, in a more striking light in New 
Russia, whare, at the last great military spectacle 
at Wosnessensk, three hundred and fifty cavahry 
squadrons manoeuvred before the Emperor. 

Quietly, but with the power of the giant, the 
strength of Russia increases and grows on the 
shores of the Black Sea; and whilst at Nico- 
lajeff and Sevastopol,* great military fortresses 
are raised, the nomadic Nogays are settled in 

* This m written before its fiJL^iVvMMAi^^ 
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fixed dweOiog-placeSy and the wandering gypstea 

of the Crimea dressed in a uniform. 

Indeed^ it is a strange spectacle to see 
Armenians and Jews all standing in rank and 
file, dressed in grey coats, by the side of great 
Russians and gypsies, the former being 
generaUy so averse to miUtary service. 

The dirty gypsy with his lank hair, who has 
always been accustomed of oki to a restless 
life, dwelling in holes, ragged, and covered with 
vermin, he whose great grandfather must have 
been a vagabond, must have thought it a 
dream, when he saw one day a Russian sergeant 
enter his hole, and found himself enrolled as 
a recruit. The dirty savage fellow must put 
aside his rags, wash himself for the first time 
in his life, put on unpatched trowsers, and be 
dressed in a splendid weQ buttoned green 
parade uniform. lie, who had been accus- 
tomed from childhood to the wild fi«edom 
and independance of a wandering hfe, must 
be roused fix»m his sleep in the barracks by 
the beat of the drum, polish his bouts, and 
dean his musket; must march out well brushed 
and trimmed for muster, ready at the word 
nf conmiand to right about'' All this 
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must appear very strange to these dwellers 

in caverns, and they would have much preferred 
living with the Tennia and eating roasted rats 
and hedge hogs. At first, he behaves soifiewhat 
morosely in the service, but there are always 
ineaiis of oonvertbg him soon into an obedient 
soldier, and now we see the brawny gypsy 
^th shining buttons, and with stiff upright 
carriage, standing to arms like the rest. It 
is almost miraculous, what Russian disdpline 
can effect; the Tartars of the Crimea, those 
terrible rovers who " fly .like the wind,'' and 
who, in former times, carried devastation into the 
yeiy heart of the Russian ^pire, are now sub* 
dued under the Russian sceptre, a quiet, tamed, 
humiliated people. Their present condition will 
mot long continue ; for it will soon be their turn 
fo submit to the eonseripti(»i. They will have 
to accommodate themselves to it like tlie other 
populations, because it is not possible for them 
to emigrate ; indeed, they could not seek refuge 
in the Prussian dominions like the Polish Jews. 
At the next seridus war with a great European 
power, the Tartar will spur on his horse against 
the enemy of Russia, by the side of the Co8saok» 
whose enemy he has been for ages. 
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On observing the powerful Russian empire, 

such as it is now, it is less the conquest of such 
an immense extent of territory, than its main- 
tenance, and its speedy Russification which 
astonish us. The Cossacks have afforded the 
most important assistance in this matter. With- 
out them, it would have been scarcely possible 
for the Russians to have maintained their Trans- 
Caucasian provinces^ as they left independent 
mountaineers in their rear. Tiio Circassians 
and Tschetschensians, with aU their bravery, 
have not been able to check the victorious 
flight of the double eagle, nor to hinder the 
Russians from planting, as conquerors, their 
waving banners as far as the banks of the 
bridge-destroying Araxes. The secret of the 
cohesion of such immense regions and wastes 
peopled by such multiiiuious tribes, as are in 
the Russian empure, and the problem of this 
gigantic madiine obeying the impulse of a single 
will, as we see in Russia, may be in a great 
measure solved by ike character of the Cossacks. 
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. CHAPTER XIU. 

Soenes of Caucasuoi Warfare. 
L THS STOBMIMO 01 AKULCHO. 

Nature has prepared a rocky ^foMhMs of 
freedom' oa the rocks of the Caucasus, over 
which tiie Rusaiaa eagle has often winged its 
flight for above forty years, but which it has 
never succeeded m bringing into subjection to 
its daws. Save the two passes that lead 
to Trans-Caueasiai and the scattered kreposts 
on the Black Sea, and along the line of the 
Terek and Kouban» the Russians have (ndy 
made effectual lodgments in very few parts of 
the mountains. Even Christian Ossetia, is 
only nominally subject to the Czar, and the 
small number of Russian functionaries, who 
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have settled among this Alpine peopki possess 
only a very slight authority, as is prored by 
the recent insurrection« which was only quelled 
by the prudent measures of the commander-in- 
chief at Tifiis. If the Russian looks with 
complacent confidence at the forts and in« 
trenched camps that rise in continually in- 
creasing numbers, on the flanks of the 
mountains, the Tschctschensian on the other 
hand, points with a scoff of defiance at his icy 
mountains, like the mason's apprentice, ad- 
dressing the gaoler of Uri : 

'* Let's see, how mmj mole-hills such aa ibis' 
It would require, piled upon each other 
To foim a mountain like the least in Uri." 

Russian columns have repeatedly penetrated 
amongst the Caucasian mountains, and have 
stormed the lairs of the Tschetschensians with 
a heavy loss. But they never felt any iu* 
dination to install themselves in these rodsj 
nests, instead of the mountaineers, and hence 
very little advantage was derived from the 
sacrifice of so many lives in the capture of 
Himri, Hermentschuk and Akulcho. A hand** 
fill' of lieroic fimatics were put to death, a 
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few stone huts were destroyed, aad thea they 
retired to their kreposts in the plain, leading 
the Tschetschei^QS to re-occupy their rocky 
nests at their pleasure, and to rebuild thdr 
stony huts at their leisure. 

The expedition of General Grabbe against 
Akulcho, in the spring of I839» was projected 
more for the purpose of the moral effect pro* 
duced by the conquest of this fastness, that 
was held to be invincible by the mountaineers^ 
than for the sake of any positive advantage to 
be derived from it by the Russians. The 
General can never have proposed to leave a 
garrison behind him there. But it was hoped 
that the Tschetscheasiaas would be disposed 
to come to terms, and submit^ when they 

found that not a single corner or retreat in 
their country was safe from the attacks of 
their enemies. General Grabbe was confident 
that the chief Schamyl, like his predecessor, 
Chasi-Mullah, would fall into the hands of the 
liussians> dead or ahve, on this occasion, and 
that the resistance of the Tschetschensians 
would cease, at least, for a long time, with 
the loss of their leader* At the and of Majr, 
1839, the Russian troops marched out of 
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Temir-Chantsohuni and other camps^ united 

on the Koiissu, and the column advanced to 
Akulchoi a distance of sixty versts* along the 
river, almost without meeting any resistance. 
It was a. difficult matt^ to draw along the 

artillery in many places, but the perseverence 
of the Russian soldiers ultimately triumphed 
over every difficulty, and after a few fatiguing 
days' march« they reached the foot of the 
rock, to which Scfaamyl had retired widi a 
£uthful bandy awaiting the Russians with a 
firm foot. 

Akulcho is singularly situated. The Koissu, 
which makes a great bend at this spot, ahnost 
encompasses the mountain with its raging 
current, leaving only one narrow access to the 
village by a ledge of rocks. Accordingly, the 
position of Akulcho is ahnost insulated, and 
nature has opposed fearful obstacles to the 
advance of an assailant. I have seen a picture 
of this deserted fortress in the Caucasus. The 
conical form of the rocks, which hang over the 
Koissu in that district, would, if this picture 
be correct, lead one to infer the existence of 
a trachyte formation, as in the loftiest chain 

of the Caucasus. The Russian officers, who 
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fitted to me the siege of Akidcho,. assured 
me, on the other hand, that the rocks there 
are composed of a rather porous sandstone, 
an opinion that is partially substantiated by 
the 6ct of the rocks of Akulcho being pierced 
in many places with artificial caverns, like the 
sandstone mountains of Gori. A bard, vol« 
canic trachyte wuuld have offered too much 
resistance for this tunnelling* The mountain 
of Akulcho has three natural terraces, which 
are only reached by means of one small path» 
whose approaches had been fortified and de- 
fended by about five hundred Tschetschensians. 
Orabbe did not sufFer himself to be deterred 
irom his plan by the di&culty of the ground. 
The Russian column encamped on both banks of 
the Koissu^ mortars and cannon were planted, and 
after two days labour, the Russian artillery 
thundered merrily against the rocky nest, whose 
defenders were only able to reply to the 
bomb-sbells by a shower of bullets. The 
environs of Akulcho are very picturesque, and 
an admirer of nature's beauties would have 
been richly rewarded by a residence thm 
during the three months siege. Lovely bowers 
of beech trees and oaks adorn the northern 
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declivity of the Caucasus. . Near Akulcho, 
the eye was delighted both with the verdant 
decoration of the forestSi and the sight of the 
grey precipices, towering aloft in rugged and 
savage grandeur; to this must be added the 
roar of an impetuous and magnificent mountain 
torrent, whose waves danced in careless delight 
over the rocks, whilst many a fidlen Russian 
or Tschetschensian discoloured the foaming 
current with his blood. The Russian general 
hoped to force the defeDders to surrender by 
the operation of his artillery. Bombs, cannon- 
balls and congreve-rockets poured upon the 
rocks every day, destroying the entrenchments, 
and the stone huts, but iuiiicting little injury 
on the defenders themselves, as they had 
retired into the excavations, where the boiiibs 
were unable to reach them, 

A merry mood prevailed in the Russian 
bivouac during the first weeks. There were 
no exhausting marches to be made, and the 
men were pleasantly quartered under the beau- 
tiful, fragrant canopy of the trees. There was 
no dearth of provisions, nor even of wood, to 
boil their soup, and warm their limbs at night. 
There was, moreover, plenty of vodka to gladden 
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the stomach and the heart ; the Cossack sang 
his lay by the fire, possibly thinkuig of his 
maid un the Don ; and the grey coats filled up 
the pauses between the reports of the guns and 
the roll of the drums with their semi-religious, 
semi-warlike chorus chaunts* 

Yet this gaiety, which was possibly only put 
On, and which animated the Russian soldiers on 
their first arrival at Akulcho, was many times 
disturbed by a well-directed shot» which would 
suddenly bowl over one of the singers in the 
midst of his drinking or singing companions. 

Hereupon, the spectators would piously make 
the sign of the cross, and the song would die 
on their lips, till the Captain would exclaim, 
angrily : " What is the matter ? Will you 
sing on?" And then the air would burst 
forth anew with all the strength of their 
lungs. The Tschetschensians expended very 
little powder, compared with the besiegers, but 
their shots were well aimed, and their pieces carried 
a long \Y a) . The Russians defended themselves as 
well as they could against these invisible shots ; 
one part of the column encamped at some 
distance, where it was bqrond musket shot ; and 
those who were posted nearex' to the rocks were 
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generally protected, by earth-bags, bushes, or 
blocks of rock. Nevertheless^ it was not 
always in their power to protect themselves; 
and all imprudeut men who dared to show 
themselves, were immediately haSed by a bullet 
whistiiog ia their ears. The besiegers were 
occasionally astonished by another visitor^ beside 
a weli-aimed bullet. 

From the beginning, the belief seemed 
generally prevalent, amongst the besieged, that 
the Russians would not retire before they had 
taken the stronghold by storm or famine* 
Consequently, they regarded themsdves as a 
band devoted to death for their faith, and were 
resolved, by fightbg to the last extremity, to 
shed as much blood as possible. So great was 
the wild enthusiasm of the defenders, who 
consisted chiefly of Murids, that many were 
unwilling to await the assault of the Russians, 
and dashed down the rock into the heart of the 
enemy, with the schaschka in their right hand, 
a pistol in their left, and the kinschal between 
their teeth. Fancy the terror of the besiegers^ 
quietly encamped below, who, though they were 
quite prepared for the whistling of bullets, were 
far from antidpating the appearance of such 
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messengers anned to ihe teeth, rushing into the 
midst of them. The Tschetschensian would 
profit by their momentary surprise, dart amidst 
his foes with a tiger s spring, shoot down one 
Russian with his pistol, then, seizing his dagger 
from between his teeth, begin to cut and thrust 
like a frenzied man among the sddiera, till he fidl 
himself, pierced with their bayonets. The Tschet- 
schensian would oommonly send two Russians 
into the other world, before lie bit the dust him- 
self» and his sacrifice would be applauded by bis 
comrades above as a glorious martyrdom. 

The Caucadan character loses considerably on 
being closely examined by the eyes of a German, 
who would so gladly find the ideal of a chiTakous» 
noble-hearted race in these mountaineers, so 
bravely and so perseveringly fighting against 
Sckvonic superiority, but who soon turns away 
with horror from their savage and cruel natures. 
But their splendid heroism in battle, and the mag- 
nanimous contempt of death among the Tschet- 
schensians, must always command our admiration. 
Even among the bravest European armies, very 
ftw individuals would probably be found whose 
enthusiasm would be sufficient to impel them to 
encounter alone a certain deathj as was done 
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by the mystical Murids at Akulcho, who 
comiuoQly left a wife and children behind them* 
It must be admitted that such actions are 
worthy of being recited by the Ki-koa-koa to 
the sound of their lyre, in order that the glorious 
deeds of the father may be perpetuated to their 
children's children. 

How sublimely simple is that Caucasian ode 
on the heroic death of Prince FiBcfaugui, portions 
of which have been given by Mr. Bell. In this 
poem, the mother of the slain is lepiesented as 
saying : " Thank God that my son has Men on 
the field of honour, and not on a plundering 
expedition 1" Even the grief of the mourning 
mother is not able to weigh down her proud 
joy. "The son whom I bore with pain, and 
nourished at my breast, was chosen by God to 

be a martyr in the cause of freedom, and of the 
fiiith." What an iron race this must be, amongst 
whom a mother's love is subservient to the 
love of honour 1 Does not this triumphant 
mourning of the princely mothm* remind one of 
the old Scottish General, at the news of the 
murder of his son by Macbeth : 

Had I as many «m aa I bave haiia, 
I ivonld not triah tlifiia to a Mrar death. 

D 2 
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Such examples of voluntary self-sacrifice on 
the part at the defenders of Akulcho, did not 
augur well to the besiegers regarding the issue 
of the approaching storm. But the Russians are 
determined soldiers, and the officers, in particular, 
are so ambitious of decorations and advance- 
ment, that they longed for the time to arrive, 
notwithstanding its perils, when they were to 
mount up to the assault. The Russian soldier 
who, notwithstanding all his bravery, obtains no 
cross of Vladimir, and no lieutenant's epaulettes, 
had to be stimulated by music, song, vodka, and 
the Pope's prayers, instead of ambitious hopes. 
Thrice was the moon renewed during this siege. 
When the queen of night illumined the savage 
scene with her silver beams, the nights were 
pre-eminently beautiful, the silence of the 
mountains being only interrupted by the solemn 
roar of the Koissu torrent, and occasionally by 
a yelling, unnatural shout descending from 
Akulcho, which some regarded as a qui vive, or 
challenge, and others as a cah to prayers. If 
there are any men among the Russian officers 
who have read /Eschylus, many of them might 
think at such moments of the bound Prometheus, 
who uttered similar screams on the same spot, 
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when his vitals ^ete being gnawed by the eagle. 

And now, once again, as in early times, the 
voracious beak of the double eagle threatened 
this devoted and ill-fated band of Mutids ; and 
the other Tschetschensians were able to exclaim 
with the chorus of the Okeanidse : 

Wliatever mortals, ioo^ onltiTate the ndghboiuiiig soil of 
Holy Asia, 

Sympathise with thy Yastly lamentahle miaeriea. 

The first attempt at storming the fortress of 

Akulcho, cost the Russians a great loss of life. 
Only a hundred and fifty men are said to have 
come back of fifteen hundred who ascended the 
rocky path. The Tschetschensians swept the 
approaches, where only two men could march 
abreast, with such destructive volleys, that not 
a man succeeded iu reach iiig even the second 
tenrace* The failure of the first attempt did 
not shake General Grabbe in his determination 
to venture two other assaults. 

The lower and the intermediate mountain 
terraces were carried; but the three assaults 
cost 2000 men. The highest terrace was the 
most difficult to take ; for though the Russians 
attacked it most gallantly, the resistance was 
desperate* and much blood was shed on both 
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sides. Without the improvidence of its de- 
fenders, the Russians would probably not hare 
succeeded in capturing this last stronghold at aU. 
The Russian sappers had been labouring for 
weeks at a mine, intended to blow up the 
highest rocks; and the porous nature of the 
stone facilitated their work. The Tschetschen- 
sians, who did not comprehend the cause of the 
protracted inactivity of the Russians after thm 
last assault^ heard day and night a continual 
knocking under their ftet, and, fearing some 
mischief, sought to discover what the enemy was 
secretly doing. Thus they improvidendy ven- 
tured out of their cover to see what was going 
on. A Russian chef-de-iatailUmf who was 
concealed with his men on the second terrace, 
behind a rocky promontory, took advantage of 
this moment to rush suddenly upon the fore- 
most Tsdietschensians, and though the latter 
flew back to shelter with all speed, the most 
nimUe of the Russians climbed up simultaneoudy 
with them to the upper terrace. The remaining 
Tschetschensiansi who had stayed behmd, were 
afraid to fire directly for fear of wounding their 
own peopk. Hence a conflict took place at dose 
quarters with cold steel, in which the small number 
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of T&chetschensians, no longer protected by 
their rodc» naturally sank beaeath ibe superiority 
of numbers^; for the remaining Russian battalions, 
when they saw the success of the first» rushed 
up the hill after it. Thus Akulcho was captured 
by a fourth assault^ August 22Qd. TheEussiauSi 
embittered by their heavy losses, raged like 
tigers; and a detachiueiit of Tschetscheosiaa 
vromaa, who assisted their husbands with arms 
in their hands, were cut down. 

The Muscovites searched eagerly among the 
dead for the body of Schamyl, whose stern 
features were known to many of the Russians 
who had been taken jnisoners. But he was not 
found among the ftUen ; and they eventually dis- 
covered that a part of the defenders liad escaped, 
and were concealed in caverns fituang the river, 
and inaccessible to any path, being only reached 
by ropes let down from above. The contest was 
continued with those who had escaped to their 
holes, no quarter being adced or given on either 
side. The cavern in which Schamyl was con- 
cealed held out the longest But there seemed 
no hope of escape, as the mountain was com- 
pletdy invested by troops, and a diain of men 
were posted on both banks of the river, because 
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Grabbe regarded it as the chief aim o£ bis ex- 
pedition to secure the person of SchamyL 

At this critical moment, the heroism of the 
Ktde band of surviving Tschetschensians showed 
itself in the most brilliant light. They foresaw 
that the death of their chief would put a stop 
to the resistance in the mountains for a long 
time ; and they resolved to sacrifice themselves 
as willing victims to save Schamyl Accordingly^ 
they prepared a kind of raft of beams and 
planks, which they found in the caverns, and 
they cast themselves down on the raft into the 
Koissu. Clinging to the beams, they pushed 
off into the stream, saluted by a shower of 
Russian bullets from both banks. The Russian 
general thought that the Tschetschensian chief 
was on this raft in person, and gave orders to 
leave no expedient untried to kill or capture him. 
But whilst the mountaineers were thus drawing 
off the attention of their foes from the cavern, 
whilst the mounted Cossacks were dashing into 
the river, and the infantry followed the banks of 
the stream, so that not a single Tschetschensian 
might escape, a man jumped out of the cavern 
into the Koissu, swam with a powerful arm 
through its current, reached a part of its banks 
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free from Russians, aad escaped to the mountains^ 
whilst all the others, floating down on the raft, 
wej'e slain. This man was Schamyi, the only 
iodividuBl who escaped the butchery at Akulcho. 
The reader may easily imagine how his romantic 
adventure and miraculous escape operated on the 
minds of a people gifted with a remarkable 
tendency to religious enthusiasm, and for be^ 
lieving in the wonderful. Accordingly, the 
reverence for Schamyl has immeasurably in- 
creased in the eastern Caucasus since the fall of 
Akulcho. 

General Grabbe was very savage, that his 
deadly foe had escaped him, whose head alone 
would have been worth much more thaii those 
of all the other defenders of Akulcho together. 
Three thousand men had been sacriiiced to 
take a rocky nest, which Was not thought 
worthy of being permanently occupied, even 
afiter it was taken. All the male defenders 
had perished, but some hundred women and 
children fell into the hands of the Russians, as 
prisoners. These captives were shut up, tin 
the retreat of the Russians, in the great cavems» 
before mentioned, and a singular adventure 
occurred there at this time. A young Russian 
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staff officer, stimulated by curiosity, entered 
one of these caverns, to see if any of ihe 
women were pretty. He approached one of 
them, who struck him by her size, and whilst 
he was curiously scauuiDg the muffled figure, 
the latter cast away her linen wrapper. A 
bearded Tschetschensian, with flaming qfes, 
stepped . forth from the disguise^ rushing on 
the curious officer, brandishing his kinschal ia 
his hand. The Russian naturally took to 
flight as fast as his legs could cairy him, 
with the mountaineer after him. Ha{^y, 
the guards had observed the occurrence, and 
thrust down the Tschetschensian with their 
bayonets, in time. This terrible fellow de> 
fended himself furiously, even when down, 
and was a long time dying, though pierced 
with many bayonets; he rolled wildly about, 
roared like a bull, and tore up the grass 
so desperately, that the spectators of the 
scene could not witness it without a painful 
shuddering. 

The fiices of the seven hundred Tschet* 
schensian corpses, which were cast into the 
Koissu after the storming, were many of them 
fearfully distorted. The burning passions that 
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had animated the &lleD Morida even in- death, 

whilst fighting on the highest rocks face to 
face with the Russian grey-coats, were still 
visible ia their grim features and glazed eyes. 
They commonly expressed a thirst for blood, 
hatred of the Russians, and triumph in their 
sanguinary reprisals. Dreadful war I If these 
wild Caucasians only knew how unwillingly 
and sorrowfully the poor Eussian soldiers take 
part in the Caucasian war, they would mode- 
rate their herce hatred, and possibly treat 
ihdr unhappy prisoners with less seyerity. 
These poor fellows are the obedient slaves of 
{hat iron will, whidi has resolved, once for 
all, to subjugate this refractory Caucasus at 
any price. The black r^ulation bread, and 
the cruel discipline, cannot be so attractive to 
these men, that they leave their northern home 
of their own accord, and march gaily to a 
murderous war against the freedom of a brave 
people, that has never done them any injury. 

2. IHE D£mx 01 THE BU8SIANS AT ITSCHKEBL 

After the M of Akulcho, Schamyl removed 

his residence to the aoul of Dargo, in a 
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mountainous country south of Girsdaul, called 
by the inhabitants Itschkeri. The Tischet- 
schensian chieftain^ making this place his 
head-quarters, prosecuted the war vigorously 
against the Russians^ appearing with his cavalry 
one day on the Sundscha, aDother on the 
Terek and Koissu^ and cutting off convoys, or 
attacking kreposts and stanitzas on all hands. 
General Grabbe could not agree with his 
superior ofBcer, General Golovin, as to the 
proper mode of carrying on the war. The 
former was always for undertaking bold ex- 
peditions into the mountains, whilst the ktter, 
was more disposed to the defensive and 
biociiade system. Accordingly Grabbe made 

* 

a journey to Petersburg, in order to obtain a 

sanction for his plans there. It appears that 
his system was preferred by the authorities in 
the capital, to the more pacific measures of 
the Commander-in-Chief, at Tiflis, who lived 
somewhat remote from the scene of action. 
To obtain a correct insight into the state of 
matters ia the Caucasus, the Emperor sent 
his Minist^ of War, Prince Tschemitschef, 
there in the summer of 1842, to inspect the 
strongholds of Cis- and Trans-Caucasia* But 
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before the. Prince visited the left wing, General 

Grabbe determined to astonish his distinguished 
visitor by a spleiidid achievement, and to this 
end he undertook an expedition against Schamyl 
at Itschkeri. 

On the 29th of May, 1842, the Russian 
column marched south from Girselaul, to the 
mountains. Girselaul is an important strong- 
hold^ one hundred- and twenty versts east of 
Grosnaja, on the left bank of a little stream, 
which is called Aksai, on the Russian ordnance 
maps. The Russian column consisted of 
thirteen battalions of infantry, (about eight 
thousand men.) The cavalry was left behind, 
because of the broken nature of the ground, 
and Grabbe only kept a small detachment 
of Cossacks as his personal escort. Every 
soldier carried sixty cartouches with him, 
besides provisions for eight days, in his kiiap- 
• sack. The artillery consisted of mountain guns, 
four and six-pounders, each piece drawn by 
four horses; a tumbril, laden with ammu- 
riition, was also dragged over the heavy ground 
with great trouble* General Grabbe had under 
his orders Generals Labinzoff and Baldinin. 
The mountain district of Itschkeri, is covered 
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with beautiful groves of trees. Primeval oaks, 

beech trees^ ashes, elms, aspens, often with 
trunks of immense girth, extend their thousand 
verdant arms to the sky. Fir trees are entirely 
wanting. So thick a growth of high flowers, 
and creepers cover the ground of this virgin 
forest, which has never been crushed by the 
woodman's axe, that the march of the heavily 
hden column, was impeded by it. On the 
evening of the 29th of May, they reached a 
dearance, where the column halted, and 
bivouacked. Not a shot had been fired, during 
this first day's march. The tirailleurs of the 
vanguard, maintained, however, that they had 
occasionally descried, behind the trees, the spare 
forms of some mountaineers, who, like the 
demons of the wood, scrutinized the long line 
of advancing bayonets, and vanished without 
giving any sign of friendly reception, or of 
hostile intent. Schamyl wished evidently to 
entice the Russians into the labyrinthine glades 
of the forest, and not to deter his opponent 
from his undertaking, by premature attacks. 
After midnight, when their soup had been 
swallowed, their vodka drank, when they were 
banning to extinguish the bivouac fires, and 
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the battalions were lying asleep in the grass, 
die first aitads; began. Shots from invisible 
hands, began to drop into the column from all 
sides. The numerous Kussian outposts replied 
to them, firing in every direction, where the 
flashing of guns betrayed a foe. Few men 
were slain on either side, in this nocturnal 
engagement, but the skirmishing was so con- 
tinual and persevering, that all the battalions 
were roused from sleep, and stood to arms. 
Hence the night's rest of the Russians was 
effecti^ally broken, and they were sooner tired 
on th^ next day's march. The enemy had 
disappeared the following day, but about 
noon, whilst they were marching through a 
woody ravine, the enemy appeared again in 
great force, and kept up a steady fire with the 
Russian skirmishers. Many severely wounded 
Russian riflemen were carried back to the main 
column, where the horses and carts were soon 
insufiicient to carry them away. Several superior 
staff officers, now advised General Ghtbbe to 
give up his undertaking, and to give orders to 
retreat, for they had not accomplished even 
half the distance to the aoul of Itschkeri; the 
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difficulty of the march was ino^iDg^ and the 

enemy was attacking them at every step, with 
more relentless fury. But the General who had 
set his heart on surprizing Prince Tschernitsclicff 
with a victory^ would not hear a word about 
retreat. They bivouacked again in a mountain 
meadow^ amongst the forest^ and * skirmished 
with the Tschetschensians throughout the 
night. 

On the third day's march, too, th^ 
advanced still skirmishing, the number of 
the dead and wounded increased every moment, 
and the situation of the column became so 
critical, that General Grabbe gave, at length, the 
order to retire, though they had now advanced 
within twelve versts of the fortified aoul of 
Dargo, the proposed object of the expedition, 
which could be distinguished with the naked 
eye. But scarcely had the van-guard of the 
column begun to fall back, when the impetu- 
osity of the mountaineers could no longer 
be kept within bounds. Up to this time^ 
the column had been saluted witii a full 
share of bullets, but none, save the leading 
files, and the chain of light infantry, had 
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oome to dose quarters with cold steeL Now* 

however, the line of skirmishers was brokea 
by bands of furious TscbetschensiaDS. 

These daring cavaliers dashed with flashing 
schaschkas into the oentre of the column, 
into which they broke many times, in spite 
of the fence of bayonets opposed to them* 
Coolness and dmipline had always secured 
an orderly retreat to the Russian columns 
on the battle fidds of Europe, and tired 
out their pursuers; but here those useful 
military qualities were not suffident. Worried 
and pressed by a rdentless foe, who was 
unused to grant quarter, exhauated by fighting 
and marcliiiig, or by loss of blood, tormented 
with thirst, (no springs could be found,) 
many a brave soldier left his ranks, and 
throwing down his arms, remained behind 
the column, awaiting his fate at the hands 
of the first Tschetschensian he might meet 

The night of the 3ist of May to the 1st 
of June was fearfuL The mountaineers would 
not allow the Russians a single hour's sleep. 
They surrounded the bivouacking column, 
howling like wolves, which feel already secure 
of their prey. The Russian Generals passed 
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a sleepless and an anxious nighty almost 
desparing of escape, and ^nitiDg orders which 
could only be partially carried into effect, 
owing to the obscurity. The Tschetschensians 
were more sparing of their powder by night 
than by diay« when they could take better 
aim. Thuir chief object, in these night attacks, 
seems to have been to entirely wear out their 
antagonists, wlio were already exhausted by 
want of sleep and rest, so that they might 
make ligiit work of them in the engagements 
by day. A considerable numb^ of Russian 
soldiers who could no longer endure the 
torments of thirst, took advantage of the 
darkness to go over to the enemy. Several 
of them were cut down by mistake by the 
Tschetschensians, who did not, in all cases, 
comprehend that they were deserters. The 
rising sun of June 1, illumined a ghastly 
scene. 

The Russian soldiers, exhausted by fighting 
and watching, gave themselves up as lost; a 
few took leave of the sun whilst prostrate in 
prayer, and others suffered themselves to 
be cut down in silent despair. The Aite of 
the freshest and bravest troops were thrown 
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out as skirmishers^ to keep off the enemy^ 
if possible, from the main column, where 
the weaker, exhausted and wounded soldiers 
were staggering painfully onwards under the 
load of their knapsacks. The tirailleur skir- 
mish was kept up with such persevering 
ardour, that every soldier in many companies 
fired 300 shots. This rendered their muskets 
unserviceable, and a pressing message was 
sent to General Labinzoff, to relieve the chain 
by fresh troops, so that the others might, at 
least, have time to dean theur pieces. But a 
considerable time elapsed before fresh skir- 
mishers could be collected firom the column ; 
many of the sharpshooters engaged with the 
^emy, could no longer reply to their fire, 
because their pieces could not be discharged. 
Though the officers had disguised themselves 
in privates* great-coats, to prevent being recog- • 
nized by the foe, they were the chiet^ targets 
of the hostile bullets of the mountaineers, 
whose hawks' eyes could easily discover 
them by their features, notwithstanding their 
travestie. Thirty-six officers out of sixty were 
kiUed. 

The number of the Tschetschensians who 
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fallowed dose upoa the Ruasiaos, attacking 
them in rear, and on both flanks, did 

not exceed 6,000 men. Thus they did not 
equal the Russians in strength, but had the 
advantage over them in activity, and in 
knowledge of the groond, which enabled 
them to collect in mass on given points, to 
break through the chain of skirmishers, 
and to attack the weakest sides of the column^ 
swerd in hand. They bad taken a Russian 
drummer ou the 31st of May, and they forced 
him to beat the charge. Many tirailleurs 
who followed the sound into the wood, 
thinking it the direction of the cdumn, fell 
into ambushes and were cut down. AQ 
Riissian eye-witnesses pay the highest tribute 
to the personal bravery displayed by their 
antagonists, particularly on the last day of 
the conflict. The extraordinary strength of 
the Tschetschensians, in handling the sword, 
was particularly remarkable; they parried the 
bayonet thrusts of the Russian in&ntry with 
the greatest dexterity, and split their skulls 
with a strength that had not been ascribed 
to these slight wasp-like mountaineers. 

Whilst the Kussians were marching through 
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m fluck forest, the centre of the column 
vras attacked with indescribable fury. They 
ibught mati to man, in the dosest eneounta*. 
Six cannon were captured by the Tschet- 
schensiansi and aU tiie artillery- men cSut down. 
The Russian column halted outside the wood ; 
the news of the capture of the cannon reaehed 
the vanguard; all the men were enraged 
at it» and they determined to fall, rather than 
to endure the disgrace of losing their guns 
at the hands of a horde of wild mountainers. 
Lieutenant-colonel Witteit, returned into the 
wood with two battalions; the officers cheering 
on their men at their head, sword in hand. 
The Russians dashed with low^ed bayonets, 
and loud cheers on the Tschetschensiatis. 
Crowding round the captured guns, their 
bodily exhaustion vanished as by a mirade ^ 
through the animation of this charge. The 
brave Lieutenant-colood Hahn, wss one €S 
the hrst, who spurring his horse, cut his way 
through as ftr as the cannon. Here, pladng 
his hand on one of the iron muzzles, he died 
a hero's death, cut in two by a Tschetschensian 
sword. Five cannon were retaken by the 
Rwiani^ but one had to be left in the hands 
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of the enemy, because its carnage was broken^ 

and hence it could not be dragged off* The re- 
sistance of the Tschetschensians near the cannon 
was terrific. Some of the boldest champions, 
climbed up the lofty trees, tied themselTes 
to their upper branches, and shot down from 
their lofty citadel on the Busaians. When the 
Muscovite bullets reached their foes in their 
shady concealment, the latter did not fall, but 
remained hanging in the branches, a prey to 
the birds, instead of the worms. 

Amongst the losses of the last day's conflict, the 
Russians had especial cause to regret Lieutenant^ 
colond Trasskin, an exceDent ofBcer, who^ 
mortally wounded by a buUet, died in a few 
hours. 

Before his death, he is said to have requested 
an interview with Qeneral Grabbe, and on the 
latter appearing, he is reported to have re- 
proached him bitterly as the cause of his death* 
He was hastily buried on the spot where he 
breathed his last. The Tschetschensians dis^ 
interred the corpse, without mutilating it, and 
sold it subsequently for two hundred silver 
roubles, to a brother of the deceased, the present 
Chief of the Staff at Tiflis» who gave a worthy 
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resting place to the remains of the brave 
officer* 

Outside the woody region, the attacks of the 
Tschetschensians became weaker, and the cavalry 
alone continued to skirmish with the Russian 
rear. It was only on the last day's oon&ct, 
that this cavalry had appeared on the scene of 
action, led by Schamyl in person* This chief- 
tain is reported to have marched through a part 
of the mountains during the march of the 
Russians, to collect his followers ; whilst in his 
place, the chiefs, Achwerdi-Mahoma, and 
Hadscbi-Murat, had led the infantry into 
action, till his arrival. If Schamyl had suc- 
ceeded in bringing his cavalry two days earlier 
to the scene of action, Grabbe s army would 
possibly have been exterminated* Its loss 
in dead and wounded amounted to nearly 
two thousand men. The exhausted expedi^ 
tionary column reached the fort of Girselaul in 
the most deplorable condition, whilst it had 
been joyfully anticipated as returning from a 
decisive victory, and preparations were making 
to receive it with a triumphant salute. Instead of 
this, they beheU a tottering band of paUid and 
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emamated men, marching up with dejected 

looks and mutiied drums. The Minkter of 
War, Prince Tschemitschef, who happened to be 
at Girselaul, was an eye witness to the scene. 

The RuBsian aoldiera were able to console 
themselves that they had been defeated whilst 
fighting bravdy and honourably against the 
obstacles of nature, and against antagunistSy 
who, as far as their history reaches, haYC in- 
variably displayed a heroic courage, and who, 
though in their last disaster, they were inferior 
to the Russians in number, had their famUiuiity 
with the ground^ and with mountain warfare in 
their favour. Ail this, however, was poor 
consolation to the widowed mothers and father- 
less children. Most of the Russian soldiers in 
the Caucasus are married, and it was harrowing 
to hear the lamentations of these poor creatures, 
when they found that the column had returned 
without tb^ husbands. Cold comfort could 
they draw irom the thought that those they 
loved had fallen on the field of honour, and in 
the service of the Emperor. Such is invariably 
the dark side of even the most glorious and 
successful warUke achievement. 
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The returfi from war always brings to mind 

the words of Iphigeaia ; 

** The daring fight immortalizes the man ; 
for though he iaU» his name shall live in song. 
Bnt no fiiiure age shall oonai the endkss team 

summing and deserted ipife; 
And the poet overlooks tiie thousand days 
And uigkts of weepiiig." 

3. THE CAMPAIGN OE PRINCE WOBONZOP AGAINST 

SABGO. 

(figiraei Jhm a private Bnuum letter,) 

** Giiselaiil Augost 5, 184$. 

Count Woronzoff has accomplished the most 
daring, but ako the most bloody campaign, that 
a Russian column has ever efTected in Daghestan i 
but I am sorry to have to add that the advaot* 
tages obtained scarcely counterbalance our losses* 
We have lost more than three thousand 
including many brave and valuable officerSi 
whose death will fill all Russia with mourning. 
We had the most uupropitious weather as far 
as Andy ; newly Men snow lay on the pics of 

the n^aia chain to the south, and even the 

heights of Retsohel were still covered with 

their wintry mantle. During these cold days, 
the troops laboured at, the krepost Gogatelt 
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in throwing up earth entrenchments, to surround 
the newly establisiied magazines of provisions 
and forage. Meanwhile, our outposts, consist- 
ing of the Georgian companies, and the Cau- 
casian militia, drove back to the hiUs the separate 
bands of Tschetschensians, which showed 
themsdves at intervals; but, hitherto, nothing 
serious was undertaken. The resistance of the 
mountaineers on our advance to Andy, had been 
much slighter than we had anticipated; they 
seldom fired, thev did not attack us with their 
swords, as was their wont, and they often rested 
satisfied with rolling down stones on our 
skirmishers. Many thought that the moun- 
taineers laboured under a deficiency of gun- 
powder, and not a few novices in the army, 
thought we had exaggerated the warlike spirit 
of this people, and the perils of Caucasian 
campaigns. Meanwhile, Woronzoff had his 
eyes everywhere ; be attended with a paternal 
interest to the comfort of the sick and wounded, 
the soldiers received good and fresh rations, 
their mood was more cheerful and merry than 
was usually the case in camp, the works pro- 
ceeded amidst song and laughter, and the day 
was concluded with music The weather, more* 



Digitized by Google 



AND TH£ CAUCASUS 



69 



ow, bad become more genial and temperate/ 

and on the l7th of July, the Count issued 
ordm to decamp on the following day. Our 
columDi includiug the native auxiliaricsj did not 
exceed ten tbouaand men, and consisted almost 
entirely of infantry ; we had only four hundred 
Cossacks with us» who had the utmost difficulty 
in leading on their horses over the woody and 
broken ground. The convoy was reduced to 
the smallest number possible of baggage horses, 
and the Commander-in-chief gave especial orders 
that the soldiers should not be immoderately 
loaded, as had been the case under Grabbe, 
when every man carried sixty pounds weight 
in his knapsack. The pass of the chain of. 
Retschd, separating Andy and the country 
of the Gumbeten from Itschkeri and Great 
Tschetsdinaja, was occupied without resis- 
tance. Beyond the northern decUvity of this 
woody mountain, lies the aoul Dargo» which 
was the main object of this expedition. Dargo 
was, since the destruction of Akulcho, one o£ 
the most usual haunts of Schamyl, who had 
accumulated a large store of armsi powder^ and 
provisions there. 

He had also built a mosque there, which. 
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was visited by numerous pilgrims, from the 
remotest corners of Daghestan and Lesghistan, 
partly in order to pray there, and partly to 
bring intelligence respecting the state of the 
country, and the movements of the Russian 
columns to their revered and dreaded chief, 
who unitesi in his own person, the dignities of 
priest and king. The most eminent adherents 
of Schamyl also dwelt there ; nevertheless, this 
chieftain often shifted his residence, and dis- 
patched hb Murids to different parts of the 
Tschetsdmaja, to preach the holy war against 
the Russians, to gather in tribute, and to 
obtain recruits under his flag. His army had 
recently received strong accessions of Kistes, 
Ingusohes, Avars, and people from Iiesghistan ; 
for our march to Andy had roused all the 
mountain dans. • 

Dargo is not protected, like Akulcho, by 
precipitous, inaccessible rocks, but by the thick 
and extensive forests of beech trees, which 
impede its approach on ail sides* General 

Grabbe had attempted to approacli Dargo from 

the north, m 1842, and had Med, as is well 

known, in his imprudent enterprise, whieh cost 
him his command^ and his mihtary reputation. 
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Wben our nnguard pmetrated into the thick 

groves of Itschkeri, after passing through 
aloQost impOTious ravines, the enemy attacked 
us on all hands, with the greatest deter mina^ 
tioDy &*ing upon us from behind the fallen 
trunks and fascines, which they had piled up 
as iatrenchments behind the trees, and across 
our road. They did not bum much powder, 
but every shot told, for they took admirable 
aim. These invisible shots picked off especially 
the officers, whom they readily distinguished, 
though disguised by the orders of Count 
Woronzoff, in privates' coats, and without any 
decorations* The enemy probably detected our 
officers, by theu: not carrying any muskets. 

The cannon effected little against these bar<- 
ricades ; it was necessary to carry them with the 
bayonet. In this duty, the Geoi^n com- 
panies, and Caucasian militia showed them- 
selves rather backward; and our battalions 
had to show them the way. Immediately 
that one of our men* fell, he was instantly 
stripped of his arms and cartridges by the 
enemy. After this, the mountaineers paid no 
further attention to the Russian corpses ; but 
they carried off their own dead and wounded 
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most scrupubusly into the thicket. Our batta^ 

lions, Dotwithstanding their impetuous courage, 
only advanced at the rate of one verst and a 
half (one mile) per hour, because of the natural 
and artidcial barricades opposed to them, of the 
wild and tangled growth of plants impeding their 
progress, and of the narrow, and steep character 
of the path, which were even greater obstacles 
than the obstinate resistance of the enemy. 
Yet the vanguard reached Dargo before dusk. 
This aoul is situated on the declivity of a 
mountain, on the edge of a ravine, and consists 
of sixty or seventy stone houses ; a few more 
solid buildings stood near them, built of stones 
cemented with mortar, and not, like the others, 
roughly piled together, as is usual in Caucasian 
dwellings. Oue of these buildings had several 
irregular towers, which appeared of ancient 
date. A thick smoke arose from these larger 
buildings, and it was found that Schamyl had 
accumulated all the wood, corn, straw, and 
other combustibles, that be could not carry off 
to the mountains, and set fire to them, when 
he saw that he could not prevent the advance 
of our columns. The Lithuanian jagers 
occupied the deserted village before sunset ; 
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but night had set in before the staff arrived, 
and pitched their tents. The burning bouses 
of Schamyrs captured residence, formed the 
bivouac fire of our head-quarters. It must be 
admitted, that this tremendous determination 
of the enemy, to decline all subjection, to defend 
the land of their fathers, step by step, and only 
to give up rubbish and smoking ashes, as 
trophies to the Russians, shows a savage gran- 
deur which forces our admiration, though the 
enemy's ciiief be only a fanatical barbarian. 

A very warm engagement took place^ on the 
19th of July. Schamyl occupied, witii -six 
thousand Tchetschensians, a high mountain 
close to Dargo, and commanding our position. 
He enfiladed our camp with some artillery ; 
and, thougli his guns were badly pointed, and 
did us no injury whatever, yet it happened 
that once a ball fell close to the tents of the 
staff. These balls were six pounders, and were 
probably disdiarged from the same cannon that 
Schamyl had taken at the capture of Unzula. 
According to the report of the natives, these 
guns are served by Russian deserters and rene- 
gades ; but they are seldom used by the enemy, 
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either for fear of losing them, or because they 
take so much powden 

The Gommaoderoin-chief sent General La- 

binzoff, with five battalions of infantry and 
all the mounted Caucasian militia, to drive the 
enemy iroiu his position, and, if possible, to 
capture his cannon. Our tirailleurs climbed 
up the hiii, with their usual activity, but were 
soon driven in on the battalions ; for the moun<* 
taineers defended themselves most vigorously, 
Yet» the heights were ultimately carried by our 
troops, at the point of the bayonet; but the 
hostile cannon had already disappeared in th^ 
woods. Since our coluiiin had only brought 
provision for five days, which was not suffi- 
cient for Count Woronzoff 's projected opercitions 
in the north, the Commander4n-chief sent 
six battalions, under the orders of Lieutenant- 
Generai Klucke von Klugenau, to the heights 
of Retschel, in order to escort an envoy, which 
we expected from Andy. 

Whilst this column, which consisted of half 
our force, marched in a pouring rain through 
the woody ground that we had passed in ad- 
vancing jixom Andy to Dargo, it was surrounded 
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by swarms of mountaineersy which inflicted a' 

heavy loss oq it by their well-aimed shots ; but 
the attack became really fdrious during the 
return of the column to Dargo. Whoever is ac- 
quainted with the terrible nature of the ground in 
the mountainous territory of Daghestan, can form 
some idea of the immense difficulty experienced 
in moving a convoy, lialf a league in length, 
over steep mountain ridges, through narrow 
ravines and thick forests. The enemy easily 
find a weak point in such an extended line, 
where the escort can be overwhelmed by a 
superior force and advantageous position. 

''Hitherto the mountaineers had confined 
themselves to a steady hre of musketry; but, 
as they had been meanwhile rrinforced by 
large accessions of Lesghian and Tschetschensian 
tribes, they dashed into the unfortunate column, 
brandishing their schaschkas and kinschals* 
Possibly, they. may have been additionally ex- 
cited by the desire of making reprisals ; for they 
had suffered severe losses during the preceding 
days ; and every Caucasian who falls, leaves 
behind him avengers, whom custom does not 
suffer to take any rest till they have atoned for 
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the blood of their brother or friend, by the 
death of an enemy. Perhaps the sight of the 
spoil on the horses and in the carts, acted as a 
still more powerful stimulant. Officers who 
accompanied, this ill-fated column assured me, 
that the enemy had new exhibited such im« 
petuosity and courage on any former occasion. 
They dashed in large bands through the chain 
of skirmishers into the column. Schamyl led 
the attack in person witti his Muridsy who always 
form the nucleus of his force. Two of our 
best GenaralS) Wiktorof and Fassek, died 
heroically, not like General Fock, who, a few 
days before fell in a shower of bullets, but 
pierced by Caucasian swords ; for they had to 
engage hand to hand with, the mountaineers. 
Their bodies were left behind in the wood. 
Perhaps, we may eventually succeed in reco- 
vering them for money, so as to give them an 
honourable burial in a Russian fortress. 

*^ When General Kludce found it impossible 
to protect the convoy, he sacrificed a part of it ; 
and even a cannon was lost. The column 
closed up, to present a more solid, resistance to 
the enemy. In efiiecting this manoeuvrei a 
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portion of the tirailleurs fell into an ambush ; 

for the enemy had captured some Russian 
trumpeters, and forced them to sound in the 
midst of the wood, by which means, many of 
our skirmishers, who were decayed by the 
tnimpet-call, followed a false direction. The 
ilUfated column reached Dargo in the most 
deplorable plight, having left behind L300 dead 
in the forest The enemy captured more than 
three hundred laden mules and waggons. The 
weather had been throughout eminently un- 
favourable ; and we had almost daily showers, 
which did not, however, prevent the enemy from 
continuaDy swarming around us. The worst 
thing was, that our provisions began to fail* 
The soldiers only received half-rations, and the 
cavalry, as well as the baggage-horses, had to be 
fed with green meat, because all our supply of 
oats, which we expected from Andy, had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. We left Daxgo 
on the 25th of June, and began our retreat 
through the Aksai valley. We found everywhere 
new barricades erected, which often entirely filled 
up the narrow pass between the river and the 
mountain side; and our brave rifle battalions, 
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who marched at the head of the coItudd, and 

had to receive the fijre of the enemy, had a hard 
time of it. 

" When we once more entered the thickets of 
those primeval forests, the contest became ex- 
tremely hot ; and our rifles had to be reinforced 
several times, in order not to be entirely crushed 
by the superiurily of the enemy. It was in this 
same wood, on the left bank ot the Aksai, tliat 
General Grabbc had experienced his celebrated 
defeat, in 1842; and the chief of our staff. 
General Trasskin, must have been affected by 
bitter feelings at this spot ; for it was here that 
his brave brother, Colonel Trasskin fell. It 
was very unlucky for us, that, during these 
continual and hot skirmishes, in which we were 
perpetually engaged with the enemy, our means 
of transport for carrying off the wounded and 
sick, were quite insufficient. Almost all the 
Cossack horses were already laden with woimded 
olhcers and soldiers, and our troopers were forced 
to march on foot But even this sacrifice did 
not suffice. Those who were only sUghtly 
wounded staggered along as well as they 
could; but ail who were wounded in the legs 
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^rere oommonly lost. Many sick or weaiy 

soldiers lagging behind, fell also into the hands 
of Qur Grud eaeioy, who .cut them dowD without 
mercy. 

" The perplexity occasioned by the difficulty 
of transporting the wounded, determined our 
humane commander, who was deeply pained 
that brave soldiers who were unable to keep up 
with the column from sickness, or loss of blood, 
should M yictims to certain death, to halt 
without the woody territory, near the aoul of 
Schaugal Berdy, in the Aksai valley. Some 
natives, tempted by the offer of a large reward, 
succeeded in creeping through by night with 
despatches to Girseiaul. 

On receiving tlie intdligence of our critical 
situatioQ, the gallant General Fre^tag forced his 
way through the hostile bands to our bivouac, 
at the iiead of 6000 iufautry, and 300 Cossacks. 
His arrival was welcomed by us with indescribable 
rejoicings. Measures were now adopted to 
forward the sick and wounded; and the gallant 
soldiers of the newly arrived column, divided 
the rations in their knapsacks with our starving 
battalions. The two corps united, and returned to 
GirselauL The attacks of the enemy became * 
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amtmuaUy weakened the fiurther m advanoed 

from the woods. On the ist of August, we 
reached the fortress^ where we could repcee 

after the unheard-of hardships of this campaigD, 

and nurse our wounded/' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Piinoe Michael Woionsoff. 

A MAN who has enjoyed the rare feUdty 

of pussessiog equal favour with the court, 
nobility, middle ranks and common people, 
and of preserving it unchanged through a 
loi^ series of years, and amidst difficult trials, 
can scarcely be denied the gift of extraordinary 
qualities, even by the most jealous detractors. 
Prince Woronzoff is a favourite of this kind, 
with the four stages of Russian society, and 
there is scarcely a second name in that vast 
empire, to dispute this honour with him« 
At the period wh^ I visited the Crimea, 
and when I had the good fortune to become 
personally acquainted with this rarely gifted 
man, I was well aware that the first members 
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of the aristocracy paid every respect to the 

Governor- General of New Ruswa, and I also 
heard of the unanimous favour, ^th which 
he was regarded by the whole of the middle 
dass, which possesses much more numerous 
representatives, in the shape of merchants 
and small farmers, in the south of Russia, 
than in the north. I also, myself, witnessed 
how people of the lower classes, such as, 
Russian peasants, Tartars, Jews and gypsies 
displayed, on every occasion, theu* warmest 
affection for their protector and benefactor. 
But I was ignorant at that time that Count 
WoroDZoff (as he was then styled) also enjoyed 
the special favour of his sovereign. When 
among well-informed men, in private cirdes, the 
conversation toiuJied on the relations of the 
Count with the court, their countenance^usualty 
assumed an expression of secrecy. I have 
never succeeded in discovering if this proceeded 
from a wish to conceal their ignorance on 
the matter. The prevailing opinion was^ 
that Count Woronzoff was only tolerated at 
his post, because no plausible reason could be 
adduced for removing him, and because even 
an autocrat was obliged to frpare a servant 
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of sudi . , distinguished talents and character^ 
of such reput^ttion and wealth, and of such 
great popularity. It was affirmed, however^ 
tiiat the Count had been more than onoe 
blackened at court; at all events, that be could 
not be reckoned among the favourites of the 
Emperor, such as Orioff, Kleinmichel, Adler- 
berg, Wolkonski, Tschemitscheff, &c., and 
that he was treated as an eminent 'foreigmr * 
at St. Petersburgt where he went as sdidom, 

and staged as short a time as he could. His 
position was never considered very secure. 
Though the higher officials had entertained a 
great and universal respect for his character, 
he nevertheless had bitter enemies, and men 
were designated by name, who were not 
only supposed aoouralely to scrutinize his 
measures, but even to make reports of his 
expressions at table, to the chief of the secret 
police at St Petersburg. Under these 
drcumstanoes, this motive was assigned for 
his reserved behaviour towards such odious 
empUnfA as the man who was then governor 

of the Crimea, M ff, whose wife was a 

Bibikoff and a relation to Benkendorf. Two 
yearsi after my departure from the Crimea, 
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Woronzoff was appointed Governor-General 

of the Caucasian provinces. In this manner, 
the widely diffused emnr, that Count Woronzoff 
was viewed in an unfavourable light by his 
sovereigni was triumphantly refuted. 

The state of ali'airs ia the Caucasus, in the 
jeit 1844» was very critical. For twenty 
years, attempts had been made to govern 
it with men of the most opposite qualities and 
characteristics, but the right man had never 
been found. No Russian Governor, rinoe 
Jermoloff, had been quite equal to the magnitude 
of the task. Paskewitsch had been more 
successful in his wars against the Persians and 
TurkSy than in his administrative measures. 
Rosen was only reckoned a dever man of 
business. Golovin brought to Trans-Caucasia 
the majestic pomp and diplomatic placidity of 
an Asiatic grandeCi besides a good will in the 
cause, hut no very striking ability. Neidhanlt, 
the military commandant of Moscow, had come 
under the notice of the Emperor, as a man of 
unshakable integrity and conscientiousness, as 
an indefiitigably active worker, and for these 
reasons be had been appointed to the head of 
Caucasian affairs, but he was wantmg in the* 
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eag^ eye of Jmnoloffy and in bis powerful 

activity. Changes of the subordinate Generals 
along the line were quite as frequent as those of 
the Korpski commanders in Titiisj according as 
the Emperor iiivoured a warlike, or a peaoeaUe 
system. The eotcrprising leader of razzids, 
Saaa, was superseded by the Hetman Sawadofski» 
who was opposed to mountain warfare, and the 
combative General Grabbe was relieved by the 
pmdttit, vacillating and peace-loving General 
Gurko. But the events of 1843, disappointed 
and put to flight all the plans and hopes which 
Prince Tschmitscheff and his adherents had 
builti on a defensive blockade system* 

Schamyl broke through the line of the Rus- 
sian blockade, took the fortress of Unasuh, 
destroyed a Russian corps, which attempted to 
relieve the garrison, besieged General Kluke in 
Chunsak, and laid waste and depopulated the 
entire province of Avaria, which had sided with 
the Russian. Neidhardt marched forth the 
fbUowing year with a great Horoe against 
Schamyl, without obtaining the slightest advan- 
tage. He was not a favourite either with the 
army or civilians, on account of the vexatious 
attentkm to trifles with which he managed all 
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nSsirs. It was a* common thing to hear the 

genuine Russians, who are always jealous of the 
favour shown to Germans by the court, say : 
*'bow could it be expected that a German pedant 
Aovld effect anything in the Caucasus. Since 
the new plan of operations, that had been 
decreed after the jouniey of inspection of the 
Minister of War liad failed in its results, and it 
was quite dear that Neidhardt and Gurko were 
not equal to their post, the new decision of the 
Emperor was anticipated with the greatest 
anxiety. A few thought that J^moloff would 
, be now restored to the command of the army, 
though he was older, and the ingratitude 
shown to his eminent services, had broken his 
health. Others thought that the Minister of 
War, Prince Tschernitscheff, would take into 
his own hands the immediate direction of the 
Circassian affairs. 

The appointment of the most popular man 
in Kussia to the command of the army, and 
the supreme Government of all the provinces, 
from the Pruth to the Araxes, was a surprise 
to every one. The Emperor handed over 
dictatorial powers to Count Woronzoff, in ruling 
the Caucasian temtoiy. This nobleman has 
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authority orar the life and death of the natives, 

he can appoint or degrade an employe up to the 
sixth rank in the army of the Caucasus without 
referring to the Emperor; he can distribute 
rewards and decorations, according to his own 
good pleasure, and can hand over functionaries 
and officials to judgment, of his own accord. 
In this instance, the Emperor has given up a 
great part of his autocratic power to his 
servant. Such an instance is almost unex- 
ampled in Russian history. £ven Prince 
Faskewitsch in Poland, is not invested with 
any authority approaching to that of Wo- 
ronzoff. This nobleman was, at the same 
time, contirmed in his post as Governor 
of littie Russia, a territory exceeding the 
united surface of Germany, France and Eng- 
land. No Russian grandee has possessed so 
much power since Potemkin, the all powerful 
favourite of Catherine, who peopled Siberia 
with Boyards. 

It is a very prevalent opinion, even in Russia, 
that the iiobk house of Woronzoff is one of 
the oldest Boyard families, and is descended 
from that family of counts, which played such 
an important part in the fifteenth century* 
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Prince f cter Dolgorouki, who has made careful 
inquiries into the Russian noble families, 
contradicts this in the most decided maunery in 
his ** Notices sur les jnineipales famittes de 
la Russie" That old family of Boyards, 
became extinct in the year 1676, as Dol- 
gorouki proves from the archives of the state. 
Amongst the ancestors of the present ftmlly, 
no member is mentioned in Russian history, 
before the time of Gabrid Woronzoff, who fdl 
in 1 678, at the siege of Tschirigin. This 
nobleman had three grandsons, Roman, Michael, 
and Ivan. Michael Woronzoff was a man of 
remarkable manly beauty, and was in favour 
with the Empress Elizabeth, who named him 
her State-Chancellor, and who obtained for 
him a diploma of Count of the Holy Roman 
Empire, from Charles VII, in 1714. 

He was a long time a favourite of the 
Empress, who married him to one of her 
cousins, Anna Skavronski. Michael Woronzoff 

had no male issue, but he succeeded in obtain- 
ing from the Empress, that the title of Count 
of the Roman Empire should devolve on both 

his brothers consecutively. Count Roman had 

two sons» Alexander and Simon, who both 
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raised themselves to the highest offices. The 
first was a Chancdlor of the Empire, under 
Catherine ; Count Simon was Ambassador ta 
London. Piinoe Michael Woronzoff, Coin«- 
mander-in-chief in the Caucasus, is the son of 
the latter. He received his first education in 
England, where his father, after losing the post 
of ambassador^ lived as an esdle, during the 
rule of the Emperor Paul. When Alexander 
ascended the throne, his confiscated property 
was restored to him. Michael WoronzofF, ever 
since his youth, has retained a great partiality 
for English society and the English language, but 
he shows a miosture of the English and French 
character in hia manner and address. Nor can 
we doubt that he is indebted to the land of 
freedom for the humane and noble-hearted 
spirit which distinguishes him from all other 
Russian grandees ; for there is no other model 
of these qualities in Russia. In fact, he does 
not attempt to disguise his affection for English 
manners and institutions. 

We do not purpose here to give a compre- 
hensive biography of this remarkable man ; we 
only propose to give asketch of his person and of 
his administration in the south of Kussia^ where 
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we beheld him a few years ago. Russian pen* 
have already portrayed his former mSitary 
services in the Caucasus, where he began his 
eaxeer, in the war of 1812 to 1814» against 
France, and in the last campiiign against the 
Turks, when he took Varna. The laurels he 
won in the field do not, however, cast into the 
shade his services as a statesman. As successor 
of the highly respected Duke of Richelieu as 
Governor in Southern EussiSj he had no slight 
task before him. Richelieu had acquired a last- 
ing fame by his administration of Southern 
Russia, and especiall) b} the advantages he had 
conierred on Odessa, a city that sprang up with 
wonderful rapidity under his fostering care, and 
where his name was almost deiiied. The 
beginning of the European importance of 
Odessa, dates from his administration. Wo- 
ronzoff has continued the woric of his predeces- 
sor, but on a still more magnihcent scale. Not 
only did the trade of all sea-ports between 
Odessa and Taganrog increased amazingly 
under his administration, but he even founded 
new towns on the coast, and devoted tiie 
greater part of the income (which amounts 
to 1,200,000 paper roubles) to improve the 
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state of cultivation in the Crimea^ whidi had 

been hitherto much neglected. Jalta, on the 
sea-^oast of the Crimea, and Perdjansk, on the 
Sea of Azof, were founded by him. Perdjansk 
reckoned, in the year 1843, after it had been 
in existence scarcely five years, almost 6000 
inhabitants, and is at the present moment 
one of the most important harbours in Russia 
for the ej^portation of corn. All the wheat 
from the steppes of the Maloschna, proceeding 
from the villages of the Maiokani, and the 
flourishing colonies of the German Mermonites, 
is conveyed to Perdjansk. The whole sea- coast 
of the Crimea, from Balaklava to Sudagh, a 
distance of more than a hundred versts, which 
formerly was almost a wilderoess, was converted 
into a blooming garden by the stimulus of his 
example. 

The Count caused several thousand vines to 
be brought from Germany, France, and Spain, 
and distributed them gratuitously «mong the 
colonists and proprietors. The cultivation of 
vines, which was previously almost unknown in 
that region, has, since then, made such re- 
markable progress, that the amount of wine 
annually produced in the Crimea, is able to 
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supply half the requirements of the empire. 

Unlbrtuuatcly, the present difiiculty of transport, 

and the preference of rich Russians for wines of 

foreign growth, are stiD obstacles, impeding the 
spread ot this cultivation. 

Many Russian noblemen, being stimulated by 
the example of Woronzoff, bought estates on 
the Crimean coast, and built splendid casfles 
there, and laid out broad parks. Amongst them, 
we must especially notice Potodd, Narischktn, 
Mordvinoff, Gallitzin, Witt, Gagarin, Rajewski, 
and others. At present, there is one continuous 
series of chateaux and estates from Aj-Petri to 
Ajudagh. One of the most splendid properties, 
Oreanda, belongs to the Dowager Empress of 
Russia, who has caused a most magnificent 
palace to be erected there. 

Though not nearly so highly endowed by 
nature as the enchanting district of Mingrelia, 
the sea-coast of the Crimea has become the 
most habitable and agreeable part of the whole 
Russian Empire, by the assistance of art» and 
by landscape-gardening on an extensive scale, 
which unites the two objects of utility and em- 
beOishment. Woronzoff himself has laid out 
the handsomest estate. It bears the name cf 
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Alupka, and is situated at the foot of Aj-Petri, 

whuse grey rocks tower above the castle in the 
background, presentmg the most picturesque 
forms. Oreanda, the property of the Empress, 
iB situated a few vmts more to the eastward. 
The chateau of Alupka is built in the Gothic 
style, the material coasistii^ig entirely of greei> 
stone, and it was planned by an English architect. 
The internal arrangements combine English 
comfort with French elegance. 

The building was not quite completed in 
the year 1843, although the Count had already 
inhabited the chateau for several years, during 
the summer months. The eniirons of Odessa 
are proverbially bare and tedious, and the 
heat and dust are insupportable in summer. 
But the Count loves the beauties of nature, 
and rural tranquillity, and a|:qpeared always 
happy, when his affairs allowed him to leave 
Odessa, and to remote to Alupka. In the 
summer of 1842, public duties had detained 
him unusually long at St. Petersburg, much 
against his inclination ; nor does be attempt 
to disguise his antipathy to St. Petersburg hfe. 
He only returned to the Crimea in October, 
and his arrival, as usual, oocasioned a most 
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pleasurable exdtement amongst the popu- 
lation. He was saluted, on all hands^ as the 
bead of his large public family, and this 
child-like love, which the lowest and most 
indigent class experiences for him in the 
highest degree, is really not an empty name, 
it springs from the inmost heart, and who- 
ever has seen the Count, in the midst uf the 
peo|de, and has witnessed the mannw in 
which he receives petitions, listens to com- 
plaints, and endeavours, on all hands, to afford 
relief, will not for a moment countenance 
the idea that this is mere display, either on 
the part of this noble personage, in whom a 
magnanimous character seems a gitt of nature, 
or on that of the poor people, whose moist 
eyes quietly proclaim their gratitude to their 
bene&ctor* 

Late in the autumn of the year 1843, I 
was seated in the large dining-hall of* the 
Chateau of Alupka, in a society in which the 
plain black coat of the civilian predominated 
over epaulettes and laced uniforms, a circum- 
stance which is a rarity in the assemblies of the 
higher classes in Russia. The splendid and 
spacious apartments of this chateau dazaded 
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Die eyeg of Herr Koch to such an extent, 

that he says : " I should only wish to dine 
in the hall at Alupka, if I were a king or a 
hero.'* The company, when I was there, con- 
sisted of sixty invited guests^ chiefly landed 
proprietors of the neighbourhood, stewards 
and physicians; but though none of us were 
either kings or heroes, a right royai repast 
was served up to us. The unembarrassed 
cheerfulness of the company, and the kind- 
liness of the noble host, gave the prindpal 
zest to the repast, which consisted of somewhat 
plain dishes ; Crimean wines alone appearing 
on the table, the harsh and sharp taste of 
which is not of the most fragrant bouquet* 
Woronzoff sat at the centre of the table, 
between the two Princesses Gallitizin« A 
oorrespondent of the ^Allgemeine Zeitung," 
at Tiflis» once observed that Woronzoff is ' 
the handsomest man in Russia, after the 
Emperor Nicholas. He is, in fact, almost as 
tall as that Emperor, of the same graceful form, 
and broad chest; a particularly vigorous old 
man, if a man past sixty ought to be called 
so. His beautiful countenance, and very 
healthy complexion, are heightened in effect » 
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by his snow-white hair. A rcinarkable and 
noble xaim speaks clearly out of his lai^ 
eyes, and is imprinted on his broad and ca- 
pacious forehead. Majesty, benevolence and 
cheerfiilness form the most prominent charac- 
teristics of his physiognomy, whilst his bearing 
bespeaks repose and confidence ; nature has^ 
moreover, conferred on Woronzoff a dignity 
which has evidently marked him out for a 
distinguished part in life. You recognize, at 
the first glance, in his whole personality, a 
man of the world and a statesman, but with- 
out any study to display, or create an effect. 
He exercises a peculiar personal superiority and 
influence over all who surround him. He 
is tranquil and natural in conversation, never 
hunts after choice expressions, but even the 
most ordinary word appears, in his mouth, to 
attain an impress of significance, so that every 
one involuntarily listens to him. The conver- 
sation at table was directed, on that occasion 
to the most common-place generalities, and yel 
each guest listened to it with as much interest 
as if he had been present at a great inteUectual 
entertainment. 

Michael Woronzoff is one of the largest 
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landed proprietors in Russia. He has fortj; 
thousand serfs, of whom only a few reside at 
Alupka and Massandra^ the greater number 
being on his estates in the interior. The Count 
has always devoted especial attention to the 
condition of these peasants^ he would be so glad , 
to see them all well off and happy, and he is, 
moreoyer, regarded as one of the adherents 
of the unconiditional emancipation of the 
serfs. It may be here adsed, why, if he 
entertain such sentiments, does he not alfran* 
cbise hia forty thousand slaves. This, however, 
would exceed his power, for an emaacipation of 
the masses in Russia is impossible* This could 

only be tolerated, under the condition that tlie 

serfs of Woronzoff should become crown stt^f^ 
or, in other words, serfs of the Emperor. 
In this case, the Count would lose half bis 
income without essentially improving the con- 
dition of the peasants. But he gives their 
freedom to many individual serfs, who then 
cause their names to be inscribed in some com* 
meroial guild. I saw at Alupka, a freedman of 
this description, who bad made a considerable 
fortune by trade and speculation, but who would 
not l^vp th§ neighhourhood of the Count, and 
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persisted in serving him, so much did he love 

his old master. He furnished materials for 
building the castle, and he still wore the long 
beard of the serfs. On one occasion, he was 
required to promise the Count to shave his 
beard. He resisted a long time, but at length 
consented to do so. 

" It shall be done," he said, " the next time 
your ExceUency comes to Alupka." 

The time arrived, and not without many 
sighs, and sorely against the will of his better 
half, Ivan sacrificed the splendid forest of hair 
on his chin. His face, however, was so altered 
by this process, that the Count no longer re- 

■ 

cognized him. I, myself, witnessed the scene, 
when the faithful, but now beardless retamer 
appeared before his lord, and the latter broke 
forth into the heartiest laughter, when Ivan 
disclosed who he was. 

Whoever is acquainted with the humane 
spirit of the Governor of New Russia, would be 
disposed to think that the ser& oi Woronzoff 

must actually be as happy as free peasants 

in other countries. But it is a curse attending 
every reprehensible institution that the good 
intentions of one single man, who attempts 
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to mitigate their barbarity, in many cases only 

converts tlicin iuto more terrible scourges. So 
long as Woronzoff does not succeed in imprint- 
ing his philanthropic spirit, even on those most 
intimate with him, no reform of a radical descrip- 
tion is possible. He has severely prohibited 
ill-usage of the seris, and yet beating goes on as 
much on his estates as on any others. 

The following occurrence took place a short 
time before my arrival in the Crimea. The 
upper steward at Aliipka and Massandra, is a 
pensioned officer, Colonei Jamizki. This man 
has some good qualities, but being extremely 
addicted to paroxysms of passion, he caused one 
of the serfs to receive a hundred blows with rods, 
under the influence of one of these fits. The 
victim cast himself at the feet of Countess 
Woronzoff, and complained of Jamizki. The 
Countess caused the officer to be summoned, 
upbraided him bitterly, and warned him 
seriously not to repeat such an act again. 
Jarnizki bowed, promised to do all he could to 
prevent it, and ordered tiie peasant to appear 
before him. 

''Fellow, thou hast dared to accuse me I 
Give him instantly five hundred strokes^ and if 
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thou darest to open thy mouthy I will have 
thee beaten to death 

The punishment is said to have been 
punctually inflicted, and eveiy complaint was 
sUenced for the ^ture. At all events, such was 
the story told me. The Count once visited the 
new hospital at Jalta. He went from bed to 
bed, and found a serf of Baroness Bergheim 
suffering severely in the back. The surgeon 
attempted to deceive the Count with the assur 
ranee that the man was suffering from a 
syphilitic eruption; but the bearded peasant 
broke out into a complaining howl, and related 
that he had been dreadfully beaten, and had not 
been able to move a limb for weeks. The 
matter was car^illy inquired into, and the 
statement of the was found to be correct. 
Leschmad, the German steward of the estate of 
Baroness Bei^hdm, who bad personally inflicted 
the punishment, was delivered up to judgment, 
which condemned him to be beaten, after an 
imprisonment of several months. 

The saying of the Count, that a man who 
half killed his peasant with beating, deserved 
the whip himself, had great weight with the 
judges, who would, otherwise, have preferred to 
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let Leschmad slip through their hogers. It 
was ordered that the punishment should be 
inflicted without any mitigation. At this in- 
tdligenoe, all the proprietors and overseers of 
serfs in the Crioaea were roused into opposition 
against the County and the influential Count 
Potocki, the proprietor of Livadia, succeeded in 
obtaining the acquittal of I^eschmad, through 
his wealthy connections. The occurrence ap- 
peared to me quite peculiar. To my great 
astonishment, all my acquaintances in the 
Crimea, took part against the Count in the 
aSair, though justioe was evidently on iiis side. 

The condemnation of Lesohmad appeared 
to them an unheard-of act of tyranny, whilst 
not an individual uttered a word of compassion 
for the poor peasant m the hospital, who had 
been beaten within an inch of his life. It is the 
ordinary result of the long continuation of such 
a system of slavery, that even men who usually 
appear gende and amiable in society, become 
easily accustomed to practise unmeasured severity 
towards their serfs, and entirely lose sight of the 
idea, that a peasant is destined by God to 
enjoy the same rights of humanity as them- 
selves. 
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The Tartars form seven-eighths of the popu* 

latlon of the Crimea, and they are reckoned as 
constitutbg a part of the crown serfe. They 
love their governor, the Emperor's vice-gerent, 
who steps into their huts hke a father, and 
whose ear is open to all their wants and com- 
plaints. The Tartars are happily situated, if we 
compare their lot with that of the noble^s serfs 
and crown serfs in the interior of Russia. Yet 
the honest intention of the Oovemor*general to 
protect them against their oppressors, the 
subordinate employes^ the tax-gatherers and 
police-inspectors, is insufficient to accomplish its 
aim. It would be necessary for a Woronzoff 
to multiply himself a thousandfold, effectually 
to carry out his wishes. 

On the whole, he meets with but little support 
from his subordinates ; yet there are some men 
who act up to his spirit, and who are upright, 
and incorruptible. Amongst these is Knasewitsch, 
president of the Board of Finances afc Sunphero- 
pol, a man who has been most useful, and also 
the present Governor of tiie Crimea, Pestel, 
who endeavours to repair the faults of bis 
predecessors in that post. It is a remarkable 
fact, that in every place where Woronzoff shows 
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himself, all the emphyA of the country fulfil 

their duties zealoubl)' and conscientiously, so 
hng 08 ihe Govermr'-general remains on the 

spot. On his birthday, which he celebrates 
regularlyi he invites numerous guests to his 
castle, including even common gardeners and 
Tartars^ together with Russian princes, and 
the most eminent functionaries. Even the 
serfs have a holyday along the whole coast. 
Such a spectade is aknost unique in Rus^, 
and I was delighted to witness it. The 
musidans at the chateau consisted of gipsies. 
Waltzes and mazurkas were danced ; the wine 
made this motley society merry and animated. It 
happened on one occasion that the Count was 
thrown down by his German gardener, Kabach, 
whilst dancing; the gipsies, terrified at the 
accident, ceased to blow, the fiddle-bows remained 
silent in the hands of the fiddlers, and the guilty 
gardener wished to cast himself at the feet of 
his master. But the latter rose up quietly from 
the ground, and smiling, presented his hand to 
his servant, with the words : " The blame 
attaches to me, I ought to have got out of the 
way of such impetuous dancers. Proceed 
merrily as before, and take my wife as your 
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partaery only be carefol that the same aceideiit 

does not occur to her as to me !'* The most 
unembamssed cheerfulness prevailed in this 
mixed assembly, coosisting of the highest 
DobiUly ; and lower middle -class. The serfs 
ware, meanwhile, carousing jollily outside the 
cb&teau. I was especially interested in observing 
the bearing of the noble host amidst the joyous 
tumult, and in seeing what evident dehght be 
took in the pleasure of the people, and how his 
countenance brightened with a happy gaiety. 
The looks of most present were perpetually 
directed to him, and followed him wherever 
he went. It is a luxury to see a great man ! 

Those who were acquainted with his character, 
were not surprised that Count Woronzoff should 
assume the heavy burthen attaching to the 
oflSce of Commander-in-chief of the Caucasusw 
He had always a great partiality for the east in 
g^eral, and the Caucasus in particular. He 
had learnt to know the chivalrous sons of the 
mountains in his youth ; it is even rdated, that 
he had often fought individually with them, 
rather to famihariae himself with their skiU in 
managing the sword, than firom any sanguinary 
nM)tive. He had carefully attended to all the 
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phases of the war in the Caucasus, and he 

always expressed the greatest sympathy for the 
events in that quarter. Even during the stay 
of Marshal Marmont in Southern Russia, the 
Caucasus had been the subject of daily conver- 
sation between them. Those who liad tlie 
opportunity of dosely observing the Count, for 
years, in his daily duties and avocations at 
Odessa, were of opinion, that though he took 
great interest in the employes, the cultivation of 
the land, the commercial relation &c., of his 
provinces, still his powerfol mind found there 
no adequate tield for his activity, and that he 
aimed at a larger and more important theatre. 
They were of opinion, that the proper post 
and suitaUe sphere for such a man, would be 
that of Governor-general of Turkey, after the 
conquest of Constantinople. 

.They affirmed that no person was so well 
adapted as Michael Woronzoff, at once, to im- 
pose on the Orientals, and to conciliate their 
aflfections, to reconcile the Turks to the Russian 
yoke, the contradictions between Christendom 
and Islam, and between the West and the 
East. I have heard, more than once, Russians 
who enthusiastically admire him, speak in 
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this manner of the Count, and whoever 
has seen what the Count has effected in the 
Crimea, might be inclined to coincide in these 
views. But it is not probable that the under- 
taking of governing Constantinople wiU fall to 
the lot of any Russian now living* Rus«a has 
still to digest the conquests of Catherine, and, 
until Poland and the Caucasus are more effec- 
tually Rusiiauized, a Russian Emperor will 
scarcely stretch forth his hand in earnest for a 
booty, whose maintenance might easily cost him 
more blood than all the previous conquests of 
Russia put together. 

Meanwhile^ the Emperor has . allotted to 
Count Woronzoff an undertaking which is pos- 
sibly less attractive than the governorship of 
the Bosphorus, but which is decidedly as com- 
prehensive, and, if successfully carried out, will 
be no less honourabte. Woronzoff was com- 
missioned to avenge the honour of the Russian 
arms, which had been seriously compromised by 
Grabbe, Elucke, and Neidbardt; he was to 
subjugate or pacify the independent and hostile 
races ; he was to confer on the peaceable and 
oppressed population of Trans»Caucasia the 
same blessings of an upright, gentle, and honest 
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administratioii, as he bad previously attempted, 
and partly succeeded ia effecting, in the Tartar 
eoutttries of Southern Russia. Lastly, he was 
required to purify the Augean stable of cor- 
ruption and cheating, which had increased to 
a fearful extent, to the great injury of the 
army, of the treasury, and of the community in 
the Caucasian provinces. 

To effect the latter purpose, the Emperor 
conferred dictatorial powers on his Viceroy. 
The first aim of Woronzoff^ in his new sphere, 
was to avenge the defeat at Itschkeri, and 
restore the respect of the natives for the Rus- 
sian military power, which had been sliaken. 
His wen-maturad and comprehensive expedition 
through Andy to the heart of the mountains 
and forests of Great Tschetschina was bloody, 
and accomplished with heavy losses; never- 
theless, it was crowned with success, for Dargo, 
the residence and retreat of Schamyl, was cap- 
tured and destroyed, and the magazines collected 
at that spot were delivered up to the flames. 

WoroQZoff was raised to the dignity of 
Prince, and had an interview with the Emperor 
Nicholas, at Sevastopol, shortly aiterwards. 
What transpired between them has, of course^ 
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never been disclosed; but it was affinned at 
that time at Tiflis, where certain well-infonned 
(orcles supposed they had a good knowledge 
of the Count's views> plans, and wishes, that 
Woronzoff had become convinced, on a doeer 
examination of the Caucasian relations, and of 
the seat of war, that it was, humanly speaking, 
impossible to subdue or tranquillize the Eastern 
Caucasus speedily, but that it was an affair of 
time and perseverance. It was added, that he 
had strongly dissuaded the Emperor from great 
expeditions, though Nicholas, after tiie fall of 
Unzula, and the devastation of Aranda, had 
suddenly reverted to the pugnacious counsels of 
some of his generals. Instead of this, Woron- 
zoff proposed another system, combining a line 
of kreposts, with moveable columns^ so as to 
adopt defensive or offensive measures against 
tne tribes living nearest the forts, according to 
circumstances. 

Still, the Prince thought that the success of 
even this system was a gradual affair of a con- 
secutive nature, in which no change or alteration 
must be admitted. He maintained that mighty 
Russia, by summoning all her strength and 
resources, was unequal to overcome the Cau- 



Digitized by Google 



AND THE CAUCASUS* 99 



casus at one stroke, but that it was quite 
capable of reducing the eaemy to obedience by 

i 

exhaustion. It was farther asserted, at Tiflis, 
that the Frince had often declared that radical 
rdbnns were indispensable in the army and 
the civil service, and that, in order to give the 
Emperor a thorough insight into the state of 
the case, he had disclosed to him all the crying 
malpractioes, the whole history of the incredible 
system of corruption and thieving among the 
employ^s^ which he had elidted from the re* 
ports of conscientious men, commissioned to 
examine into the aSiedr. The Czar had already 
detected something similar; for example, by 
means of the senator Hahn, whom he had sent 
twice into the Caucasus, to examine into the 
Trans-Caucasian administration. The Czar had 

also given two examples of punishment, in the 
case of Baron Rosen, and General Prince 
Dadian, who had been degraded to the rank of 
private soldiers. Yet it reqmred the authority 
of a man like Woronzoff, and the confidence 
inspired by his noble character, to move the 
monarch to adopt radical measures, ^wlin^ijnust 
of necessity compromise many ^igot'im|»^^« 
in the army and civH service/an(f>&a^^a4s 
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belonging to the high notnUty. NeverthelesSy 

the Emperor agreed to all the conditions of the 
Frinoe, and gave him imEmited authority to do 
what he thought necessary. 

We liave ascertained, through private but 
trustworthy sources, that an immense change 
has been wrought, since that time, in the Cau- 
casian provinces. An undertaking, which was 
by many thought to exceed the power of man, 
has been partially accomplished; the Augsean 
stable of corruption and cheating has been par- 
tially deansed. Hundreds of employes and 
officers have been removed from their posts, 
many were handed over to justice, including 
two staff-officers of the highest rank, who are 
to await their verdict and punishment at St. 
Petersburg. Most district officers and func- 
tionaries were driven from thdur posts, having 
richly deserved their fate by a shameless 
fleedng of the natives. Though their succes- 
sors may not be imbued with better principles, 
yet the fear which has come over all function- 
aries in the Caucasus, will deter them from 
following the same path as their predecessors. 
Woronzoff has displayed, in his new organization 
of the country, an energy and a relentless se- 
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verity against deUnquents, of which he had hardly 
been supposed capable, after his mild rule in 
Southern Russia ; for, there, he was accused of 
too much gentleness, too many scruples, and 
too great magnanimity ; he often hesitated to 
lei culprits endure all the seyerity of the law. 
But his new position, and the unbounded con- 
fidence shown him by the Emperor in investing 
him with dictatorial power, appear to have in- 
creased the firmness of his character. Wo- 
roQ2ofi' has attempted a wiser system than all his 
predecessors in connedioa with the Circassians, 
by making large presents and annual duuations 
to tha» most influential chieftains, by granting 
considerable commercial advantages to the 
mountaineers in the Russian markets on the 
Black Sea and in the Kouban, and by placing 
no impediments in the way of their slave trade 
with the coasts of Asiatic Turkev. 

A great iniiuence in tranquillising the warlike 
tribes on the Kouban was eflbcted by his personal 
appearance at Ekaterinodar, where most of the 
ehiefr fifom the left bank met him in conference. 
His lofty and imposing figure, the dignity and 
«iaMe of the Rnuian oommander, 

could not fail to make an impression on those 
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chivalrous men, who hold external advantages 
in very high esteem. The great tribe of the 
Temirgowzi was first won over, and settled 
down on the Laba, under the guns of the 
Russian fortresses. Their example was followed 
by the Beshmgewzi and the Mohoschewzi. At 
length, even the numerous powerful dan of the 
Abaseck, reckoning 20,000 warriors, tendered 
its allegiance. Even the Shapsooks, the chief 
enemies of the Russians on the Kouban, sent 
an envoy to Prince Woronzoff, and are at 
present pouring down in large bodies to the 

market of Ekatei iiiodar. 

On the Black Sea, the Ubiches-and Dschi- 

geths alone appear to retain their old and 
desperate hatred of the Russians, and to perse- 
vere in blockading Gagra, Ardler, and Pitzunda. 
It must be candidly confessed that the Russian 
Commander-in-chief purchased the peaceful 
attitude of the Circassians at the present 
time, by concessions, which leave a fidnt hope 
for the future success of the Russian cause. 
For these people gain money by the commercial 
privileges granted them; and an unimpeded 
intercourse with Samsun and Sinope, secures 
them a supply of ammunition. Hence the 
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present tranquillity by no means advances the 
real subjugation of Circassia ; and the Russians 
have not advanced a single step in their position 
on the Euzine and the Kouban. The greatest 
advantage which they derive from this inactivity 
of the Circassians, is the prosperity of the 
Cossack settlements on the right bank of the 
KoubaUy which have severely suffered from the 
incursions of the mountaineers for half a century. 
This traaquiUity in the Western Caucasus also 
allows the Russians to concentrate all their 
military resources in the East Woronzoff has 
arrived at the conclusion that negociations for 
peace are a loss of time with the fanatical tribes 
of Daghestan, Lesghistan, and the Tschetscfaina ; 
and he has adopted against them a system 
widely differing from preceding ones. By 
pushing on the Cossack population from the 
Terek to the Sundscha^ by increasing the 
stanitzas and outposts there, by endeavouring 
to thin the woods, and founding a new line of 
ibrts and block-houses on the south side of the 
mountain chain of Andy, and on the banks of 
the Sulak, he shows distinctly that his plan is 
evidently to separate the different tribes, to cut 
off Great Tschetschina to the north from Little 
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Tschetschina, as well as from Daghestan and 
Lesghistaii to the east and south, and to inclose 
tliat focus of the enemy in narrow limits. 
Schamyl easily detected the danger that 
threatened him from this system, and his 
venturesome incursion into Kabardab appears 
to have been chiefly intended to remove the 
theatre of war to a more remote district^ to 
occupy the Russians elsewhere, and to give 
breathing time to the tribes on the right bank 
of the Sundscha. General Frettag, on whom 
the Prince has conferred the command of the 
left wing, operates constantly in the spirit of the 
system, with circumspection and perseverance* 
Sudden and splendid results eannot be anti* 
cipated from it; but it is probably the most 
suitable system of operations which can be 
followed in that region. 

The most comprehensive and beneficial 
measure for which Trans-Caucasia is indebted 
to Prince Woronzoff, is the suspending of the 
Russian customs and tolls in favour of all the 
provinces to the south of the Caucasus. By 
this act, he has conciliated the friendship of the 
whole population, and espe(»ally the ArmeniaDS,. 
through whose hands the whole transit trade 
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between Persia and Europe used commonly to 
pass. The rejoicing at Tiflis on account of 
this measure was boundless. It is reasonably 
anticipated that this capital of Georgia will now 
recover a portion of its ancient commercial 
importance; and that the former prosperity of 
these impoverished provinces will be in some 
measure restored. The establishment of a line 
6t steam-boats between Redout-Kaleh and 
Constantinople, through Trebizond, will be 
probably the immediate result of the abrogation 
of this impolitic preventive system ; and the 
wholesale smuggling trade on the Araxes must 
be shortly put an end to. 
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PART 11. 

GEOK&IA, MIN6MLU, AND IM£IIIIIA. 

CHAPTER 1. 

Prom the Gzimea to GeovguH-The Trans-Gaiusaaiaa Hebopolis 

and U» Cariosities. 

The passengers of the Argo, those adven- 
turous heroes, who» armed with the sword 
and lyre, steered in the grey dawn of history, 
over the stormy Pontus, to the magic shores 
of Trans- Caucasia, can scarcely have felt a 
more ardent desire to explore the mysteries 
of Colchis, and the golden shores of the 
Phasis and Bion, than was experienced in 
later times, by two travellers by the Russian 
mail, represented by the Author of this booi^ 
and his Hungarian companion. Nor was 
it without considerable self-denial, that they 
had tamed fhdr backs in the winter season, 
to the shores of the Crimea, endeared to all 
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acquamted with it by the hospitable character 
of its natives and residents, and to the scholar 
and historian, by the touching episodes of 
two vii^s immortalized in the muse of 
£uhpideS| Gothe dfid Fuschkin. And though 
the habits of a wandering life may mitigate 
the sorrows of separation by frequent repetition, 
the heart must be cold that can leave 
unmoved, a land inhabited by noble and 
generous friends, where you have found the 
heartiest welcome, and been received, not 
only as a countryman, but even as a relative. 
Yet a glowing prospect attracted us across 
the Euzine, and we left in fond anticipation 
of scientific conquests, in the paradise of 
'Urans-Caucasia. 

Our objects were Grusia 1 Inieritia 1 Colchis ! 
—the original home of the vine, the abode of 
lovely women, the cradle of magic, of disinte- 
rested love and of revenge, the wondrous land 
of the Heliad races, celebrated by the lyre of 
Grecian bards 1 It was there that we hoped 
to find some compensation for the grief we felt 
at leaving the Crimea. I was already familiar 
with the features of Tran»-Caucasia, through 
the descriptions of two learned and inquiring 
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travdlerB^ Nordnrann and Stevens, and bad 

received much informatioQ from General 
Rajeroski and other cultivated Russians, 
whose accounts were more reliable than the 
gleanings of q>heineral tourists from the 
west. I had also enjoyed the perusal of the 
private correspcmdence of the Russian naturalist^ 
Szowich, whose love for the magic woodland 
life in Colchis, was stronger than death 1 
When the aged Stevens disclosed to me at 
Simpheropd, the treasures he had gathmd 
in sturdier years, in the groves and wilds of 
Georgia, I was seized with, at least, an equal 
appetite for gain to that which inflamed the 
Aigonauts, whilst braving the terrors of the 
deep and the charms of the Syrens, in search 
of the Golden f'ieece. At length, unable to 
resist the roving impulse any longer, we 
quitted the sweets of repose and the hearth 
and board ot our Crimean friends, and huiried 
across the straits of Kertcb and the Caucasus, 
with its thousand peakSi in the indement 
month of February. 

After passing the waterdied of the streams, 
pouring down the southern declivity of the 
mountains, we descsaded the course of the 



Digitized 



MINGE£UA| AJSD IM£RITIA. 109 

Aragusi and entered the valleys of Geoigia. 

I was impressed with the historic niemuries 
of its past» and the radiant beauties which it 

. has retaiued in all ages. Its lovely landscapes 
have remained, whilst all human handy-work 
has well nigh disappeared ; the ancient Colchian 
civilization, the brilhant and flourishing colo* 
nies have vanished, with the race of the 
UeliadeSf and like the mysterious monarchy of 
King Aetes, they only glimmer ftinily through 
history, and through the night of ages as a myth. 

It was a doudy day in March, when we 
first hailed the land of Grusia. At that period, 
I was not sufficiently fioniliar with the 
Caucasian climate, to appreciate the diti'erence 

' of temperature and scenery, under the same 
degree of latitude, in spots separated from 
each other by an devation of 2000 fiset. We 
were approaching the valley of the Kur, which 
does not properly bdong to Colchis, and my 
young comrade seemed, like myself, surprised and 
disappointed, boking in vam for the eternal 
sprmg, the flowery carpet, the deep azure hea- 
vens, celebrated by the Caucasian bards, to the 
sounds of the Balalaika.* Not a vestige of 

* Akindof late. * 
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these charms was discernible. On the contrary, 
our eyes were greeted with a dismal, murky 
sky, whibt an ic^ blast whistled in our ears, 
almost more roughly than the Boreas of the 
Taurian steppes. The scenery presented 
leafless trees, and flowerless fields, alternately 
with bald rocky mountains. Such were 
the first prospects, that we encountered in 
entering Georgia. But when to the south of 
Makhetha, the woods gradually disappeared 
altogether, whilst the mountains became still 
more bald^ and the immediate vicinity of Tiilis, 
was covered with a comfortless mantle of 
snow, my young companion lost all patience, 
and ezdaimed in accents of despair, why did 
we not await the spring at Simpheropol 1 there * 
we were at all events, warm, dry and comfortable, 
whilst here we shall be in want of everything, 
and as regards botany and etymological research, 
I fear we shall have a long holiday. 

The lamentations of my friend waxed fainter, 
as we reached the suburb of Tiflis by twilight, 
and after we had experienced a foretaste of 
that variegated picture, which burst upon us, 
in all its magnificence and wonder on the 
morrow* Our chief busmess^ for the moment, 
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consisted in securing a good shelter, and a dry 
receptacle for our lu^age, a tiresome necessity 
to all naturalists travelling in the East. My 
letters of introduction at Tiflis, were directed 
to distinguished Russian noblemen, whom I 
could not importune about lodging hunting. 
The Russian hotel, was full of strangers. Former 
travellers^ including the Swiss Dubois^ speak 
in high terms of their entertainment at the 
quarters of Herr Salzmann^ a rich German 
settler, who possesses several capacious houses 
on the Sand, a faubourg of Tiflis. Yet a friend 
in the Crimea, had cautioned me against him, 
adding, Salzmann is an intriguant, a sycophant, 
, a tuft hunter. He would not scruple to serve 
the secret police, in order to secure a Tschin, 
the great object of his ambition. He has not 
a German heart, every drop of his blood is 
Russified.'' I was so frequently and strongly 
warned to beware of this man, that contrary 
to my usual practice, I was led to view a 
stranger in an unfavourable light. 

Near the Russian hotel, amidst the crowd of 
ragged but picturesque Georgians, my eye 
fristened on the goodly, well-fed proportions of 
a man whose phlegmatic, but good-humoured 
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face, aad negligent attiie, bespoke him to be a 
German and a Suabian. In £act» I discovered 
that he was a turner, from Wurtemberg, settled 
twenty years in the East; who being the 
only man of the trade at Tiflis, had secured 
a monopoly in his ornamental work ; and 
besides turning sundiy other artides, had 
managed to turn out half-a*do2en flaxen ur- 
chins, who were as like their sire, in ruddy 
cheeks, appetite, and phlegmatic ways, as the 
sudding pig to its papa pig. I unburdened 
my sorrows to this worthy man ; and as he 
had a room to sparer notwithstanding his long 
family, and was in decided want of ready 
money, he agreed, gladly, and at once, to re» 
ceive me and the Hungarian under his roof. 

We took possession of our new quarters the 
same evening ^ and after regaling our postillion 
with a douceur and brandy, and strengthening 
our own stomachs witli pilaf and kewab, we 
issued forth to inspect the Caucasian capital*. 
A traveller who has lived several years among 
Orientals, and has visited some hundreds of 
their cities, cannot feel the same interest in 
Eastern life^ its magic and poetry, the pictu- 
resque and variegated costumes, and the beauty 
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or grace of the natives, as the man fresh, from 
the prose and raonotony of the West. Yet 
then were so many curiosities and novelties in 

Tiflis, and the half Persian, half Oriental Chris- 
tian diaracter of the people, in features, dress, 
and customs, was so eccentric, even to nie, 
that I stared aknost as astonished as my pre* 
decessors, who had, perhaps, seen less of the 
East. The approach of night soon put an end 
to our stroll. Tiflis is as yet unprovided with 
a gasometer, which might display the majestic 
spectacle of its rocky panorama, and the 
theatrical character of its population, in that 
enchanted light which makes the streets and 
squares of Paris and Venice still more fairy-like 
by night than by day. Yet the introduction 
of these showy effects of civilization may be 
more speedily anticipated in the Asiatic pro- 
vinces of Russia, than the establishment of a just, 
enlightened and incorruptible administration. 

To light a town with gas, only requires 
a round sum in silver roubles, which the 
gorgeous tastes of the Russian nobles make of 
small aoeount. But a strong hand, and a stern 
will from above, even if they existed in u much 
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greater degree than is usual on the Imperial 

throne, would not suffice to kindle the light 
of intelligence^ the fire of humanity^ of pa- 
triotism, and of honour, in the hearts and 
heads of the Russian Tschinovniks. 

The morning after our arrival, though the 
sky was still partially veiled with its cloudy 
canopy, the sun favoured us twice with its 
appearance, shining brilliantly through hreaks 
in the mist, and prociaimiDg its Orient glories. 
I cUmbed up the nearest rocks and knolls, to 
obtain a general survey of the city. There 
are several elevations of this nature close to 
Tiflis; but none of them appeared to me so 
advantageously situated as the marl-slate hill, 
on the left bank of the Kur, which rises 
above the suburb of the Sand. This hill is 
crowned by some large barracks, paiiited yellow. 
From this point, the eye embraces the complete 
circuit of the capital of Georgia, which is seen 
in as great perfection as the city of Rome from 
San Pietro di Montorio, or the majestic Prague 
from the Hradschin. With its houses grouped 
like an amphitheatre; its fortresses^ churches, 
chapels, and palaces; and the mighty stream 
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whose waters, UDfortunately^ are neither azure 
blue, nor emerald green, but of a very un- 
aesthetical aod muddy colour, and which sweeps 
through the city with a rapid current. With 
these accidents and accompauimentSi Tiflis 
presents a picture that will reward the traveller 
for a journey of eight hundred miles. 

The Georgian metropoUs is situated in a basin, 
inclosed by bald and rather steep mountains, 
which, being rent asunder to the eastward, by 
a pltttonic eruption, displacing the porphyritic 
rocks of which they consist, have presented 
a narrow channel for the waters of the Kur; 
whereas, to the northward, a wide and distant 
horizon opens before you, embracing the 
splendid background of the great Caucasian 
chain. About the centre of the range, and 
conspicuous above the other summits, by its 
towering crags, which assume the form of a 
camel's hump, the Kasbek stands forth as 
a Goliath among the icy giants which lift 
their huge, snow-laden backs above the mists. 
The amphitheatre of the city ascends at first 
gradually, and afterwards more abruptly from 
the north-west to the south-east. In the fore- 
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ground, extends the suburb of Awlabar, built 

OQ the left bank of the riveri partly inhabited 
by German arttzans, and crowded with carts^ 
merchandize, and logs of timber, used to 
construct rafts. On the opposite side of the 
Kur, the mass of houses constituting the old 
town, rise in a gentle slope, many of them 
having grass-grown twraces instead of rooiis. 
Occasionally you see the solemn form of 

a Georgian woman, wrapt in a veil, and re- 
minding you of the statues of Roman 
priestesses, and beside her a goat or sheep 
cropping the grass, and looking like the 
victim intended for sacrifice. In the level part 
of the city, the newly erected public and 
private buildings, present an imposing appear- 
ance. The roofs are often party-coloured, 
commonly green and red ; but straw-colour 
appears to be the favourite tint of the Russians, 
and though this dull colour is not very at- 
tractive when viewed close at hand, it has a 
smiling lively look wh^ seen at a distance, 
especially where these modern Russian build- 
ings are surrounded by dirty brown Armenian 
and Georgian houses. The barracks are na- 
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turaOy the krgest and most imposing of the 
new structures. In a great nulitary empire 
like Russia, quarters for soldiers are the most 

essential to secure the prevailing system, and 
their staring, monotonous waUs strike the 
eye on ail sides wherever the Russian eagle 
has made its nest, even before the green 

domes of the Greco-Russian churches, whose 
priests are, next to bayonets and bureaucracy, 

the most solid supports of the Russian s)stem. 

The residence of the Russian Governor-general, 
which stands on the site of the ancient royal 
palace of Georgia, does not exhibit a degree 
of splendour proportioned to the dignity of 
an official. «ho exercises unlimited authority 
over a territory larger than Germany and 
France united. Amongst the more i^ncient 
edifices, the* churches are only distinguished for 
their size and tiieir quaint, rather than pic- 
Inresque forms. Theu* cupolas, instead of 
pesentiog the usual curve, have a pointed 
and conical shape — a peculiarity of the Ar- 
meno-Georgian style of architecture. These 
domes, rising above the surrounding and 
humbler edifices, in vast and solid masses, 
resemble massive spires, and the variegated 
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colours with which they are painted, contribute 
not a little ia throwing into relief the foreign 
looking and eccentric stone figures with which 
the buildings are decorated or disfigured. In 
proportion as the houses dimb the declivity 
of Mount Solalakiy the scene increases in 
magnificmce, through the diversity of the 
architecture. The forts and barracks, churches, 
and chapels, bazaars and caravanserais, gain 
immensely in picturesque eiiecty owing to their 
vast magnitude and exposed position, and 
owing to the amphitheatrical grouping of a 
part of the dly. 

When I compare the principal cities of the 
old world, renowned for the beauty of their 
situation, such as Constantinople, Genoa, 
Naples, Broussa, Prague, Salzburg, jAdgiers, &c., 
in all of which I have dwdt some time, with 
this view of the Georgian capital, I cannot 
assign the last place to Tihis. I admit that 
it wants the diversified scenery of the incom- 
parable panorama of Constantinople, the ad- 
murable distribution of its verdant shores, and 
of its beaming crystal waters, encircling the 
queen of dties with a sea of gems; nor does 
it boast the golden and colossal cupolas of the 
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Stamboul mosques ; lbs graceful, tapering 

minarets, and the c)' press groves of the ceme- 
teries,, with their dim, religious twilight Nor 
must we seek at Tiflis for the magic coasts 
of the Gulf of Naples, with its aged volcano, 
and the barmomous fines and colouring of 
Capri and Ischia, dipping into the blue bosom 
of the waves, and appearing as if made on 
purpose to delight the artist. But although 
*nflis lacks the luxurious vegetation, and the 
imposing architecture of Broussa, as well as 
the thousand fountains that make merry music, 
as thejr issue from the folds of Mount Olym- 
pus; yet the stern beauty of its rocky en- 
virons, the foreign and variegated diversity 
of its Oriental and European architecture, 
crowning the lofty banks of a wild mountain 
torrent, present' great and manifold attractions, 
even surpassing, in grandeur and magnificence, 
the scenery of Prague, which has some re- 
semblance to that of Tiflis, and is without a 
rival among the cities of Germany, f 

Before I pass from the hasty sketches and 
impressions of my journal, to a minuter des- 
cription of the localities and people of Tiflis, 
X pause to remark that I lingered longer at 
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that city thao in any otber pert of Trana- 

Caucasia. I inude Tifiis my head-quarters, 
the (lep6t of my adentifio aoqitisitions, and the 
centre of my excursions, owing to its con- 
veoieat positicHk A few days bring you from 
Tiftis to Mount Ararat, to the fire-worshippers, 
and naphtha springs of Baku on the Caspian, 
to the Ossettan Alps, and the Cdohian paradise 
on the Black Sea, I^or does any other place 
offer 80 many conyenknoes^ as regards the 
facility of posting and carriage, and intercourse 
with cultiTated men. 

I determined, therefore, to secure quarters h&re 
for the whole summer, and to share the toO 
of exploring the country, and making collec- 
tions with my Hungarian friend* The Governor- 
general, Herr yon Neidhardt^ received me as 
amiably as was compatible with the pedantic 
character of this Russo-German driii-masten 
He was a worthy, honest man, of unsophistH 

cdted charLicter, just aud severe endowed with 
sound practical sense, but without superior 
talent, political penetration, or knowledge of 
mankind — ^no magnanimous character, such as 
Yermdoff, yet an improvement on lus pre> 
decesssors, Rosen and Grolowin* Uerr von 
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Neidfaardt showed, on eyery occasion, a friendly 
interest in my undertakings, and acceded to 
most of my wishes. He gave me farther in* 
troductions, and some Cossacks were assigned 
to me, for escort and service. I have no cause 
to complain of him, nor do I \visi;i to pass 
judgment on one no longer living. The 
Governor-general directed Herr Frederic von 
Kotzebne, and the Armenian, Abovian, to 
render me every assistance during m) stay, 
I also made the acquaintance of two agreeable 

countrymen, Dr. Noth, and Herr HakCj and 
received all manner of civilities from Generals 
Kotzebue and Espejo, the General of the Don 
Cossacks, the Civil Govmior, and the French 
Consul. I made daily walks through the city, 
sometimes alone, but commonly accompanied by 
the Armenian, Abovian, who spoke German 
like bis native tongue. 

If I enter here somewhat into details respect- 
ing Tiflis, I must be excused on the score of 
its great political and geographical importance. 
For it is moi:e than probable that it will be 
oallfid upon to play a greater historical part in 
the future, than it has ever done in the past, 
and that from its towers the Russian eagle will 
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spread its wings, and commence its conquering 
flight over the broad empires of Persia and 
Turkey. • 

Tiflis owes its origin to the celebrated mineral 
springs, which gush forth in full Yolame from 
the bowels of the earth, on the right bank of 
the torrent, Tsawkissi, which falls into the Kur, 
within the walls of the city. It is generally 
known, that Orientals are still more partial than 
Europeans to mineral waters, and place greater 
faith in their virtues. The town, which con- 
sisted, probably, in the first instance, of mere 
sheds and bath-houses, took the name of Tbilis 
from the springs, and the present is a corruption 
of the ancient appellation. Tidis remained an 
insignificant village till the year 380 of our 
era. At that period, the Persian governor, 
Yarza Bakur, subdued some Greorgian tribes, 
penetrated into the valley of the Kur, and, 
delighted with the beauty of the spot, built 
a castle on the site of the batiis. Seventy 
years afterwards, Vi^btang Gurgaslan, a Geoi^ 
gian prince, became the real founder of the city, 
and divided it into three quarters;. Khalissi, 
the fortress ; Tblissi, the town and baths ; and 
Missani, the present suburb of that name. 
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Meanwhile, the royal family of Georgia 
ooDtinued to dwell in its ancient residence at 
Mtzkhetha, till A.D. 499, when King Datschi, 
the son of Vakhtang^ removed to Tiflis. During 
the thirteen centuries that followed, the fate 
of the city shifted from splendeur to misery, 
from prosperity to devastation. It has been, 
at sundiy times, besieged, pillaged, and de- 
stroyed, by Persian, Tartar, and Turkish hosts, 
or by wild Lesghian hordes. The great con- 
queror, Timur, delivered it up to the fury of 
his soldiery; but its fate was almost more 
severe in the year 1795, when a Persian 
desperado, named Aga Mahomet Khan, occu- 
pied the Georgian city, with his Persians, 
Koords, and Tartars, and converted the greater 
part of it into a heap of ashes* Since the 
enduring occupation of Georgia by the Russians, 
Tiflis has escaped the scouige of war, and has 
been externally restored and improved, although 
the destructive Russian tolls and duties were 
fatal to the prosperity of the inhabitants, by 
stifling all commercial life and activity. 

We have already observed that the mixture 
of Oriental and European structures, gives 
a very peculiar character to the town. It is 
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well known that eastern nations are partial 

to narrow, shady streets, whilst the Russians 
like the contrary. These contrasts are 
presented in many parts of 1 itiis. In all 
parts where Russian builders have been 
employed, you iind space, air, sun and a 
free prospect; whilst, wheresoever the old 
architecture has remained untouched, the 
streets and squares are narrow and dark, 
although not to the same extent as in genuine 
Moslem cities. None of the streets are particu* 
larly remarkable ; but the squares of Tauris 
and £nvaD, encompassed by modern buildingSi 
are distinguished by their size and fine prospect, 
commanding the valley of the Kur and the 
Caucasian highlands* 

But the most remarkable spot in the 
city, is the Market Hace, which must be 
crossed in passing from the old to the new 
town. Its size is insufficient for the immense 
crowd of market people, with whom it is 
encumbered) and who oonsist of Armenians, 
Georgians^ Tartars, Ossetians, Persians, 
Lesghians, Rus^s and German colonists. 
If you mingle with these various groups of 
' people, you hear a complete Babel of tongues^ 
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mduding the melodioiis idiom of Spain, which 
is spokea by the Oriental Jews. The strangest 
sad most uncouth sounds occur in the dialect 
af the Kasi-Kumyks, which is pre-eminent, 
even among the wild and startling tongues 
of the mountaineers, for its deep gutturals 
and babbling labials, unattainable by the Euro- 
peau organs of speech. Tartar forms the 
universal medium of intensourse between all 
the people of Trans-Caucasia. My companion 
being acquainted with Turkish, was able to 
communicate with the natives, whilst I was 
reduced to an imperfect colloquy in Russian 
which is, however, extensively, though super- 
^cialiy circulated in the country, as even 
the Lesghians understand the Russian numerals 
and the names of the Russian coins. 

The well-known traveller, Hallberg, of 
Munich, after he had visited the Market Place 
with me, and had contemplated, admiringly, the 
immense crowd of people in every variety of pic- 
turesque costume, the camds, the foreign looking 
merchandize, and the variegated scenery of the 
plaoe, observed to me^ that he bad never seen 
so attractive and mixed a population, either in 
the East or West, save at the market of Cairo. It 
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is also remarkable that each race brings itspeculiar 
produce to market. Thus, the Georgians from 
the vicinity^ coDtribute poultry; the Caucasiaa 
mountaineers bring game and peltry; the German 
colonists, vegetables and potatoes, which were 
almost unknown in Georgia, before their settle-* 
ment there ; Armenian merchants offer coarse 
stuffs for sale ; Lesghians exhibit their burkas ; 
Tartars deal in horses ; and Russian soldiers in 
old clothes and boots. 

One street, called the Great, runs from the 
Bazaar to the square of Tauris ; and constitutes 
the main street of Tiflis, but it is unworthy, 
both in breadth and decoration, of a royal 
residence. The lower story of the houses is 
occupied by narrow, dirty booths, and a great 
part of the Georgian ami Armenian operatives, 
may be seen working in these open booths, 
exposed to the public thoroughfare. Tailors, 
cobblers, sadlers, barbers, and gunsmiths, 
are especially numerous among these citizens, 
and the armourers' booths present the most 
novel and attractive appearance, exhibiting a 
rich assortment of kinsohals, schaschkas, 
pistols, and firelocks, both of Georgian and 
Caucasian manufacture. The swords are little 
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inferior ia temper to the celebrated blades of 
Schiraz and Damascus, and the sheaths, richly 
decorated with gold» silver, steel and satin» 
display more magnificence, than those of the 
Turks and Persians* Besides this main 
street, I ought to notice another insignificant 
lane, radiating from the Market Place, very 
narrow, and dirty, and adorned with a double 
row of dingy and smoky cook-shoj3s, where 
most of the poorer market people ' obtain their 
meals. 

According to a statistical estimate, the 

number of houses in Titiis amounts to 3662, 
of which 37 belong to the government, 572 
to the clergy, and the remainder to private 
persons. The greater number of native pro- 
prietors consist of Armenians. The most 
remarkable, spacious and profitable of all the 
buildings, are the Bazaar, and the Caravanserai, 
I admit, that the former, which is situated in 
the most animated part of the town, between 
the Market Place and the main street, cannot 
be compared with those of Constantinople, for 
size or diversity of merchandize, nor with that 
of Tauris, for the lively and entertaining 
character of the crowd that frequents it, but 
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the Bazaar of TifliS) is superior to the former 

in elegance, an advantage which it owes to 
Russian rule. Nor has the luxurious nature 
of the goods exposed for sale, fallen off since 
the deposition of the royal Georgian dynasty. 
It is true that the choice of silk stuffs, 
shawk, carpets, &c. is not so great, as at 
Stamboul, and Tauris, but it presents quite as 
select specimens of Perso-Indian manufacture, 
to which the Russian nobles are just as partial 
as the native Georgian grandees. If you stroll 
through the Bazaar, which has a considerable 
analogy to the Passages of Paris, you are 
addressed and invited in Russian, in the most 
pressing terms, to walk in and inspect their 
goods, by the Armenian tradesmen, standing 
at the door of their shops. The contrast is 
indeed striking between the officious, flexible, 
talkative tradesnien of the Tiflis Bazaar, and the 
serious, dignified, i^lent and motionless Turks, 
lounging and smoking on their pillows, in tlie 
Bazaar of Constantinople. It is evident that 
dimate and diet are not the only agents in 
forming and modifying national temperaments, 
nor can they account for this striking difference 
between two races, living under the same latitude. 
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The Caravanserai at Tiflis, is not much 

inferior in size, to those of the largest commer- 
cial cities of Turkey and Persiai and surpasses 
them in cleanliness and in a certain architectural 
splendour, for which we look in vain in any 
Eastern city. Though the influence of the 
Russian policy may be very oppressive in sundry 
matters, it has done more good than the con- 
trary, in establishing, cleaning, and repairing the 
public buildings in the towns of Trans-Caucasia. 

There are no fewer than forty-two churches 
at Tiflis, an excessive number in proportion to 
the population. Of these, the Gregorian Arme- 
nians possess twenty-three ; the Georgians of the 
Greek confession, twelve ; the Russians, four ; the 
Greeks proper, two ; and the Catholic Armenians, 
only one. The Cathedral, Sion, presenting a 
specimen of the purest Georgian style, is devoted 
to the Russian form of worship, and decorated 
with all the splendour which universally 
characterizes Russo-Greek temples, even in the 
steppes of the Cossacks. The foundation of 
the edifice dates back as far as the sixth 
century. The dome, which was erected by the 
Georgian King, Guran, was subsequently des- 
troyed by the Persians, and only restored about 

TOIi. n. K. 
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the beginning of the eighteenth century, under 
Vakhtang V. The church of Metekhi, which 
was erected as early as 455, under Vakhtang 
Gui^gustan» the founder of Tiflis, exceeds the 
eadiedral in antiquity and interest. This 
church crowns the hill above the new fortress, 
in the centre that quarter of the city, called 
Nissani* This venerable edifice was converted 
into a powder magazbe, by Shah-Navaz-Khan» 
a Mohammedan ruler of Greorgia^ and finally 
restored to the dergy, at the end of the 

• 

eighteenth century, by King Heraclius II, who 
caused the sadly dilapidated building to be 
repaired. The principal church of the Gregorian 
Armenians, called Mognini, is inferior to the 
foregoing churches in antiquity, size, and in- 
ternal splendour. 

A Catholic church, where some Italian 
capuchins officiated at the time of my re^dence 
in Georgia, was distinguished by the taste and, 
elegance of its interior decorations ; though the 
members of the community were few in number. 
This church was founded by Catholic mission- 
aries, as early as 1661* When the Persian 
destroyer, Aga-Mahomed-Khan, took possession 
of the residence of the King of Geoi^, this 
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diimh shared the fiite of the other christian 
temples; it was handed over to pillage and 
<mly restored after the liBeration of Georgia from 
the Persian yoke. The Catholic priests enjoyed 
down to 18459 the same protection under the 
Russian sceptrei as that which had been extended 
to them by the kings of Georgia, notwithstand* 
ing the difference of creed and discipline. But in 
the spring of 1845^ these priests were suddenly 
directed, by an Imperial decree, to leave the 
country, and as they hesitated, appealing to their 
right of settlement in Trans- Caucasia, and to 
the Pope, they were dragged away in a most 
brutal manner under an escort of Cossacks, and by 
the command of the Governor-general were taken 
to the nearest sea-port, and thrust on board the 
first vessel bound for Trebizond* Their spiritual 
brethren at Grori and Katais experienced the 
same fate. This harsh and unjust treatment 
excited the more surprise under a viceroy, like 
Herr Von Neidhardt, whose love of equity, 
religious toleration, and humane disposition, had 
been conspicuous on all other occasions. But 
welUinformed men maintained that peremptory 
orxiers had been forwarded by the special 
direction of the Empmr, through the head of 
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the secret police. Count Benkendorff, to Herr 

Von Neidhardt, instructing him to expel the 
Catholic priests, forthwith. Besides, the previous 
churches, we must mention the Georgian con- 
vent of St. David, which has stood more than 
half a century, together with the Armenian con- 
vent of St. Stephen, almost as old as the former, 
founded by the fanuly of Prince BebutofF, and 
built on the hill of Avalabar. The Moham- 
medans have a small and elegant mosque at 
Tiflis, beioDgiDg to the Shiite sect, and situated 
in the upper part of the town. 

With the exception of Sundays and holidays, 
when attendance on Divme worship is strictly 
enjoined, especially on the soldiery, I commonly 
remarked a greater number of women than men, 
during service, in the Greorgian and Armenian 
churches that I visited. Both sexes were sepa- 
rated. Tiic men arc iiciu cr to the high altar ; the 
women stand or stoop in the background with 
unveiled faces, throwing the white tschadru 
(veil) over the head and part of the bust A. 
considerable number of the Armenian women 
have adopted Russian customs and the French 
costume, in which they look very weD, though 
less imposing than in the native dress. The 
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only men I saw in attendance on mass during 
the week, were generally old, in^m and poor. 
The dogmas and discipfine of the Georgian and 
Russian churches, are precisely identical and 
the decorations of their temple, as well as the 
pomp of their ceremonies are much more 
calculated to impress the senses, than the orna- 
ments and worship of the Armenian Church. The 
high altar of the Sion cathedral is one blaze of 
gold, silver and variegated pictures of saints ; and 
the glare of the tapers dispds the natural 
twilight of the dome. The choristers, wiiu are 
concealed behind the high altar, and who 
accompany the full-toned bass solos of tha 
priest with their lovely voices, consist principally 
of soldiers and soldiers' children, who are 
trained at an early age to the duty, if they 
show the least natural aptitude for it. The 
chant of these concealed choristers pleased me 
more than the chorus at St. Peter's, in Rome ; 
though the soft soprano tones at Tidis were 
neither produced by woman's voices, nor by 
eunuchs. 

It must be admitted that the Divine service 
of the Russo-Greek Church is, on the whole, of 
a very imposing character, and well adapted 
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to impress the imagiaation mi the senses^ 

especially of the lower orders. The temple and 
the service combine a wealth of precious metals, 
and of pictorial display, united to a blaze of 
tapers, and the most harmonious strains; 
whilst the priest, who is attired in gf^rgeous 
robes, and adorned with a handsome beard and 
flowing locks, knows well how to conduct the 
service in the most striking and picturesque 
manner. In the Armenian churches, the display 
is much simpler. The wall in front of the high 
altar is covered with black doth drnpery, on whidi 
a white cross is worked. But here agaiu, worship 
consists in mere external ceremonies, without the 
additions of music and ecclesiastical pomp. The 
snuffling,nasal song of the choristers, has far from 
a devotional effect. The Armenians appeared to 
me even greater adepts than the Russians and 
Georgians in making the sign of the cross. 
The regular prostrations during prayers, take 
place acording to a certain measure, and, 
together with the bending of the head before 
the altar, reminded me forcibly of the Moham- 
medan form of worship. 

Generally speaking, the religion of Eastern 
Christians, notwithstanding the difference oi 
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dogmas» approaches much more in forms and 
practice to Ishmism, than to the Christianity of 
(he west In the present day, both religions 
nte a mere tissue of empty forms and ceremonies 
amongst Orientals, without any application to 
the life* The essence of religion in the East, 
consists now in regular visits to the house of 
God, in a ^imt or spoken, but purely mechanical 
mumbling of prescribed forms of prayer, in the 
imitation of certain attitudes or grimaces during 
public devotion, and, above ail, in the strict 
observance of fasts. I admit that the votaries 
of both confessions profess a common belief in 
one God, and in a beautiful and joyous im- 
mortality ; but the latter, instead of being 
regarded as the reward of a virtuous life, as we 
conceive in the West, as a crown for a noble 
mind filled with philanthropy, and bearing the 
triak of life with unshakeable fidelity, is made the 
requital of a stolid faith, unmoved by any intel- 
lectual doubts, of strict observance of the&sts, ge- 
nuflexions, and postures, prescribed by the priests. 
To these forms, the Church adds diarity to the 
poor, and, above all liberality to the clergy, as 
actions espeGially commendable in the sight of 
God, and calculated to secure a very choice place 
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in Paradise. Few traces are to be found in the 
£a8t of any knowledge of moral teachings of the 
Gospel or Koran. This was certified to me by 
dose and conscientious observers^ who had long 
held intercourse with all strata of society, and with 
followers of both religions. . It is only among 
the Turks, Tartars, and Arabs, that you oo 
casionaliy meet with some aged and devout man^ 
a priest, hermit, or marabout, who, beside 
knowing and practising the forms of his con* 
fession, is acquainted with its moral precepts, 
and puts them in practice. 

Amongst Persiansi Koords, and Caucasians, > 
as well as the Eastern Christians, including 
Armenians, Georgians, Greeks, Nestoiians, 
Ossetians, &c., characters of this kind are 
very rare. To ttie conmion peojdb^ the BiUe 
is a closed book, which never engages their at- 
tention, curiosity, or affection, and whose com- 
prehension and interpretation they leave entirely 
to the priests. Hence, the Eastern Christiana 
have no idea of the essence of the religion 
which they profess, no conception of the dignity 
and purity of its morality, which they would 
find much more onerous to practice than the 
severest regulations of their ceremonial worship^ 
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ThuSy they regard a violation of fasting, as a 
-more deadly sin, thao hatred and mvy^ lying 
and hypocrisy, deception and theft, and they 
think that the gates of heaven are dosed to the 
most virtuous man, if lie has eaten meat on 
fast days, whilst they are open to robbers and 
murderers, who have not transgressed against 
the outward prohibitions of their church. 
Christianity, as it is now developed as a 
popular religion in the East, is nothing but a 
hollow system of forms, which neither elevates 
nor stimulates, which debases the intellect, and 
corrupts the heart, and leaTea no room for the 
spirit of love, or that of freedom. Though this 
judgment may appear severe, every travdier 
acquainted with the East, will acknowledge that 
it is just. The very atheists of the IVrench Re- 
public had this in common with the faithful in 
• the East, that they felt the want of flocking to- 
gether in worship, of elevating their feelings to 
a vague, mystical mood, in a spacious, dimly 
lighted hah, and of turning their thoughts to^a 
mysterious Being, when they assembled to wor- 
ship the husts of Lepelletier and Marat, in the 
Temple of Reason* 

After this digression, we revert to our under^ 
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taking of describing Tiflis, and beg to assure all 
roving characters who feel an inclination to take 
up their staff and divert their course to the 
banks of the Kur, that their fatigues will find 
an ample compensation in a walk along the 
roaring torrent of Taawkissiy up to the new 
' fortress, where they will obtain a marvellous pros- 
pect of the panorama of Tidis, and of its valley, 
irrigated by the dark waters of the Kur. An 
eccentric traveller, M. Gamba, formerly French 
Consul at Tiflis, has presented a sketch of 
this prospect in his work of travels, but it falls 
far short of the reality, and gives a very im- 
perfect idea of the diversified scenery, and the 
indescribaldy splendid decorations on both banks 
of the Cyrus, where the city rises up the slopes 
of the mountains, as a double amphitheatre, and 
lies spread before the feet of the delighted 
spectator. 

The hill, from which this fine view is ob- 
tained, embraces what is called the Govmment 
Garden, a public promenade, which rises in the 
form of a terrace, and being adorned with 
shrubberies, murmuring streams, and the ruins 
of ancient buildings, is very inviting for a 
saunter, notwithstanding the ruggedness of the 
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pkths. Fresh verdure iSi moreover, somewhat 

rare in the vicinity of Tiflis, which is bereft of 
woods and meadows, aod the visitor to this 
poblic walk may happen occasionally to be 
favoured with the song of a nightingale, though 
singing birds are not so numerous at TiOis as 
those grey IL&ards which threw M. Dubois into 
ecstasy, but were probably nothing more than 
the common stellio Caucasicus. 

We have previously observed that the pahce 
of the Governor-general is built on the site of 
the royal palace of Georgia. The entrance-hall 
is surrounded by a long row of arcades. 
Chardin gives a drcumstantial account of the 
old palace, built by Rostom, as it appeared in 
the last century. The present structure has 
undergone a complete metamorphosis at the 
bands of Rusnan architects, and exactly 

resembles the usual stereotyped style of public 
buildings throughout Russia. At each comer 
of the edifice are two niches, containing statues 
of Mars and Minerva, which the natives take 
to be General Paskiewitscfa and his wife. The 
interior of the palace, which is furnished entirely 
in the European style, presents nothing remark* 
able, but behind the building you are ushered 
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into a garden airanged with taste^ carefully 

kept and adorned with fountains, arbours, 
summer-houses and hermitages, and offering 
the grateful shade of plane and fig trees. The 
inmates of the palace are indebted to the 
lady of the former Governor, Baron von Rosen, 
for the degant arrangement of this garden, 
which is a real god-send in so dry, and especially 
in summer, so hot a country as Georgia. 

On the left bank of the Kur near the 
suburb of Awalabar, is situated a tomb adorned 
with pillars, and supposed to contain the 
remains of St. Abo, a martyr highly venerated 
by the people, who suffered death for his ftith 
at the hands of Fersian executioners. The 
bath*hou8e erected on the spot where the hot 
springs issue from the soil, and frequented 
by all classes with equal favour, deserves a 
special notice. The temperature of the water 
amounts to thirty-six degrees of Reaumur, and 
the baths are less patronised by men than by 
the fair Georgian women, who pass half their 
days in them, hoping to prolong their youth 
and {ureseirve thdr beauty, by ablutions. The 
mode of bathing has much analogy with that 
practised at Constantinople and Broussa, but 
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the Georgian bath attendants seem eren stSl 

more dexterous than their brethren of the 
ivaft dsewhere, and a man who has once 
resisted the shock of the first violeat manipula- 
tion, wiU find the Oriental system much more 
refreshing than that of the West, and will gladly 
subject himself two hours per week to the 
rubbing and kneading of the Tiflis bath people, 
who can probably show more numerous and 
surprising spedmens of thehr healing art, 
than the whole medical faculty of the Russian 
empire. 

Tifiis possesses several good educational 
establishments. At the time of my visit, the 
gymnasium had good teachers, but an indifferent 
duector. No fitult could be found with the 
mode of tuition, save that the unfortunate boys 
were plagued with too many lessons, and that 
their attention was distracted by too many 
subjects. No less than seven languages were 
taught there, including Rassiaa, Latin, Georgian, 
Armenian, Tartar, German, and French. Not- 
withstanding any amount of capacity or ardour 
for study, a certain confusion of ideas is 
unavoidable under these circumstances. There 
is also an establishment for young ladies. 
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founded by PnncesB Fttskiewitschi and placed 

under the superin tendance of a Russian and an 
English lady. The daughters of noble &milie8 
were received in it for two hundred silver roubles 
per month, they were taught French, besides the 
Russian and Georgian languages, and I was 
assured that the system of tuition was sensible, 
and their progress considerable. 1 was also 
informed that the Armenian girls showed much 
more quickness and aptitude than the Russian 
and Georgian maidens. An agricultural sdiool 
was founded under the administration of Baron 
Rosen, and among the private establishments, 
the Armenian Abowian, who was afterwards 
made director of the district school at Erivan, 
was of infinite service at Tiflis, by his personal 
kindness and by stimulating the studious ardour 
of his young pupils. I often Tinted his. school, 
and was enchanted to hear his young Armenians 
and Georgians talk and write German and 
recite passages from Gothe and Schiller, with 
the greatest accuracy. Unfortunately thia 
excellent institution was closed on tiie removal 
of M. Abowian. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Life m Tiflis — ^Thc Georgian and Armcuiau Women — An 
Anneuian Marriage — Easter — Street-sinking and Story- 
tdileis — ^Poverty — Social Entertainments at Tiflis. 

According to statistical estimatesy the popu« 
lation of Tiflts amounted in 1843, to more llian 
twenty-six thousand souls, mduding the employes 
and the Russian garrison. Unfortunately, the 
national elements of this population are in- 
correctly given in the Russian lists, and I learnt 
from good authorityi that the Armenians are 
more numerous than all the other races united, 
and form more than three-fifths of the entire 
number of residents and natives. The Georgian, 
is, however, the prevailing language. The nobles 
constitute a tenth of the whole population, and 
there are nearly three hundred scions of princely 
houses in the country. 
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Although the Armenians and Georgians are 

not distinguished by any difference of dress, a 
practised eye detects both nationalities at a 
glance, by their peculiar carriage and coun- 
tenance, which is generally handsomer, more 
decided and manly, in the case of the Greorgiaiis. 
The features of the Armenians are gentler, 
softer, and more intelligent, and a sly expres- 
sion can be almost as frequency detected in 
their pliysiognomy, as in that of the FersiaQS, 
amongst whom it is the prevailing expression. 
The Imeritians, who reside iii, or visit Tiflis, in 
considerable numbers, are a Georgian tribe, and 
resemble the Georgians ; only their complexion 
is somewhat more swarthy, their attire is less 
deanly, and their hidr &lls in wild and uncombed 
locks beneath their singular head-dress, consist- 
ing of a quaintly shaped doth rag, forming a 
striking contrast to the tall, sugar-loaf fur cap 
of the Persians and Georgians. The Tartars 
are even mure numerous than the Imeritians, 
though they do not constitute a part of the resident 
population, but come and go like the Imeritians, 
and never stay very long, unless detained by 
commercial transactions. They speak the 
Turkish-Tartar idiom, which is the prevailing 
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dialect throughout Western Asia, aad is under- 
stood by almost all the Caacasian tribes, com^ 
poDding to the lingua franca of the Levaot. 
Although these Tartars undoubtedly present 
much similarity in character and customs to 
the Turks» and belong to the sanoe raoe and 
religion^ they are inferior to the latter in loyalty, 
fidelity and magnanimity. 

They bear still less affinity to the tame and 
peab^ character of the Crimean Tartars : and 
although they have lost the savage shyness 
of their nomadic character, and are bent under 
the yoke of Russian military discipline, yet 
they have retained a more manly and warlike 
spirit than the Tartar population of Southern 
Russia. Nor are they so easily broken in 
to tiie scourge of the Russian police, and to 
the vexations of the custom's officers^ as the 
remaining part of the inhabitants. 

Titlis commonly contains a considerable 
number of Persians and Turks, especially at 
those seasons .when the caravan trade is most 
active. These visitors, wbo were attracted to 
Greorgia by the love of gain and speculation, were 
more numerous before the introduction of the 
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D6W Hussian system of customs, whereas, at 
present, the stream of the caravan trade follows 
the road by Trebizond and Erzeroum, to Persia 
and Central Asia. 

Among the more occasional visitors to Tiflis, 
may be observed spedmens of Ossetians, Cir- 
cassian Lesghians, Kasi-Kumyks, Lasians, 
Suanetians and Koords. The Ossetians, with 
whom the reader has formed acquaintance at 
a previous page, descend from the Caucasian 
highlands, to serve for a season, as journeymen 
in Tiflis, like the Kabyles at Algiers. But 
the delights of a town life are not able to 
seduce them from their affection for their 
mountain homes, and as soon as they have 
scraped together a few winnings, they hurry 
back to the wild freedom of their highlands. 

The Circassian warrior is seldom seen in 
the streets of Tiflis, and is immediately distin- 
guished in the crowd by his knightly form, 
the noble profile of his countenance, whose 
expression bespeaks manly boldness and energy, 
rather than a mild* and yielding disposition, 
bears a greater resemblance to the statue of 
Mars than to that of Apollo. Witii firm and 
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haughty step, the Circassian stalks through 
the crowd, and all, indudiDg the drunken 
Cossack, make way for liim, though the 
warlike highlanders do not always carry arms 
about them. The majority of the Circassians, 
whom I saw at Tiflis, consisted of chieftains, 
or of influential Usdens, of confederate or sub- 
dued tribes, who had come down to pay their 
respects to, and obtain, perhaps, some presents 
from the oommander-in-chief of the Russian 
army. 

We must repeat that the Eastern Caucasians, 
and the different Lesghian tribes, who speak 
very various idioms, cannot be compared with 
• the Circassians for harmony of form, imposing 
carriage, and beauty of features. They are 
commonly shorter, of less noble bearing, and 
frequently excessively thin and slight. Their 
complexion is more swarthy, their eyes are 
not so large, commanding, and fiery, the 
celebrated eagle profile is less common among 
them, and their physiognomy might be more 
correctly compared to the hawk or the vulture* 
I grant that the Eastern Caucasians seen at 
Tifiis, consist chiefiy of the poorer classes, 
especially traders in game» cattle, burkas, &c. 

h 2 

* 
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I formed a more intimate acquaintance with 
one of these burka traders, named Abduraman- 
Beg, belonging to the tribe of the Kasi-Kumyks. 
Abouvian, the Armenian^ was kind enough to 
bring him several times to ray house, and he 
gave us much usefiil and interesting infor- 
mation, relating to the history and manners of 
his tribe. This man* assured us that no such 
thing as poetry occurs in the language of tlie 
Kasi-Kumyks, that music was quite unknown 
in his tribe, and that his countrymen never 
sing. If this assertion of Abduraman be 
correct, the Kasi-Kumyks are the only people 
in the three hemispheres that I have visited, 
to whom nature has denied the sense of tune* - 
The very Esquimaux^ floating about on their 
icebergs, among the mists of the Pole, are not 
without their wild music, which seems a gift 
of kindly nature to all nations, to prolong 
youth, mitigate grief, and form a universal 
language, the vehicle of love and pleasure. 
This Caucasian tribe would form a single ex- 
ception. It would still have to take lessons 
from tlie birds and winds of Heaven, and would 
be the dullest of people among the most glorious 
scenes of nature, and even less imaginative aiid 
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inventiya than the odious Cahnucks of the 
etcppe, or any other Eastern tribe. 

The Koords^, as well as the Lasians, only 
appear in Tiflis singly and occasionally, as 
birds of passage. Sometimes the visitors coup 
sist of chieftains, who descend, to make ar- 
rangements with the Russian Government, for 
the settlement of their tribes in the border 
provinces. Occasionally you meet with ad- 
venturers, or ill-starred chieftains, who have 
lost all influence and power in their dan, and 
seek to regain their authority, by the as- 
sistance of the Russian Government. Not 
imfrequently, strangers undertake a journey to 
the capital of Georgia from the borders 
o[ Persia and of IHirkey to satisfy their 
curiosity, or with the hope of making their 
fortune, like other lucky adventurers, who have 
succeeded in obtaining rich presents, or good 
appointments from the Russian Government, 
by their imposing bearing and ready impudence. 
Mingrdians and Suanetians are also seen at 
Tiflis, Both tribes are of Georgian origin, 
but remarkably different in features and cha* 
racter. The Mingrelians are handsome men, 
wtii noUfi features, velvety skins and fair 
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compl^ons, rivallmg the fairest races of 

northern Europe; wh3st their gentle and 
peaceable character corresponds to their phy- 
sical advantages. The Suanetians, who inhabit 
an elevated table-land to the north of Colchis, 
cannot boast of the delicate rosy tint that 
adorns the complexion of the Mingrelians, and 
the expression of their countcnaDce approxi- 
mates more closely to the manly and imposing 
beauty of the Circassians. The Suanetians are 
the most warlike and courageous of aU the 
Christian populations of the Caucasus. 

The titty years of Russian rule, under 
which Georgia has now continued, have 
naturally left considerable traces of their 
influence, in the manners of the citizens^ 
and ^ especially of the fair sex. Under the 
sway of their native dynasty, the Georgian 
women lived in strict seclusion, and never 
appeared abroad, nor did they even display 
their unveiled faces at church. At public 
or domestic festivities, banquets^ maniag€s» 
&c., both sexes remained strictly separate, 
and French fashions, as well as the books^ 
newspapers, music and dances of the west, 
were unknown in Tiflis, at that periods 
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During the first years of the Russian occapatioii, 
the military and civil functionaries had an un- 
enviable position; being entirely debarred from 
all int«tx>ur8e with the &ir sex. It was only 
very gradually, that the Georgians became 
reconciled to their foreign conquerors, though 
they acknowledged the same faith. This 
reserve lasted as long as the opinion prevailed, 
that the Russian rule in Trans-Caucasia was 
transitory, and that it would give way before 
the attacks of the great Mohammedan empires 
in the south, or of the mountain tribes to the 
north. But when the Georgian population 
discovered its error, and observed on which 
side was the strongest arm, in the wars of 
Muscovy with Persia, Turkey and the High- 
landers of the Caucasus, it put otf its reserve, 
and, at length, became reconciled with the 
conquerors, though it was never entirely for- 
gotten that at one period Georgia was the ruhng 
power in that repon. The Georgian nobility 
form a large body, which, had already declined 
eonriderably, even previous to the Russian occu- 
pation, and having lost a large share of their 
originally proud spirit, they were very solidtous 
to obtain Russian decorations and appointments, 
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and bowed the neck very faumbly bef<m the 
representative of the Russian autocrat, yet 
without carryiog their fawning and cringing 
propoisities to the same extreme as the 
Armenians. A good many sons of the old 
noUe houses, whose tides md digmties were 
acknowledged by the Russian governmenty 
passed into the imperial service, and setend 
of them, such as Bagratioo, Dadiau and 
Argutinski, have obtained a just celebrity in 
many of the battle fields of Europe, as well 
as in the OauoasuB. 

Many Russian officers and employes have 
etmtractod nmtrimonial alliances with the noUe 
and wealthy families of the country ; and this 
practice has become so frequent wi&in the last 
ten or twenty years, that there are but few noble 
houses at Tifiis which are not attached to their 
CQbquerors by the ties of wedlock, as well as 
those of iaterest. 

Even under the admimstration of Yermoloi^ 
whose commanding genius awed the Georgiai^ 
into obe^enoe, they were already won over to 
the side of Russia ; but the addition of female 
influence was wanting to strengthen the bond. 
It' was only after General Paskiewitsch had been 
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a|ipomted Gomnor that a few ladies of flie 

higher classes of Georgia appeared in the apai t- 
ments of the royal palace^ attired in the 
European fashion. The number of the fair 
frequentera of assemblies and balls augmented 
under the administration of Baron von Rosen, 
and still more imder that of General Golovin, 
who bad a weakness for splenderur, and for the 
£iir sex. At his entertainments^ you had the 
opportunity of seeing most of the beautiful 
Georgian and Armenian women of princely or 
gentle bloody unveiled. IVendi costumes found 
£ivour with them, and Parisian fashions obtained 
the exclusive upper hand, especiaUy among the 
fair Armenians. The native ladies became ulti- 
mately so enamoured of western splendour, cos* 
toms and amusements, that it almost excitol 
scandal among thw fiithers and husbands. But 
the apartments of the palace were less frequented 
undor the pedantic administration of Heir von 
Neidhardt, a hospitable family man^ but a foe 
to all extravagance. The old Georgian nobility, 
which had not quite lost all its pride, was 
offended at this n^^lect ; and the fair Georgians 
resented the aflrbnt in various ways. 

Though much progress has been made in the 
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emancipation of women in Georgia, yet the 
people have retained a shade of eastern seclusion. 
Save when they visit the church, and the bath, 
or frequent public festivities, Georgian women 
of respectability are seldom seen abroad, though 
it is not necessary to enter the houses, in order 
to have specimens of Georgian beauty. I 
admit that most of the women seen in the 
streets, wrapt in tschadras, are old and ugly 
persons or domestics; but at church, and on 
festive occasions, the Georgian princesses appear 
unveiled, and on foot. Yet their beauty is 
comrounly beneath its reputation. Their nose, 
which is commonly curved, and of a very 
peculiar shape that may be styled Georgian, is 
generally disproportionately large, and destroys 
the symmetry of the features. 

The universal practice of painting and black- 
ening the eyebrows, is another offence against 
the taste of Europeans. I admit that their 
black eyes are not defident in fire, but they 
lack expression and soul. Almost all Georgian 
women have luxuriant, glossy black tresses; 
falling down in tasteful and ornamental plaits 
beneath their gold embroidered caps. But, if 
we, except their head-dress, their beautifully 
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braided hair, and the elegant drap^ of their 

veil, which is clean and spotless, even among the 
poor, the national female costume is fantastic 
and tasteless. In no country is so much money 
and ornament lavished on costume, in proportion 
to the income of the people, as in Georgia. 
The decorations of ladies of gentle birth, con- 
sbt of precious stones^ pearls, gold, Cashmere 
shawls, satm and silk ; whilst the poorer women 
seek to dazzle by their gaudy and showy sdection 
of colours. Many times have I been astonished, 
whilst strolling through the narrow, dismal lanes 
of the poorer quarter of Tiflis, to siee a beautiful 
woman, splendidly adorned with a variety of 
artificial charms and variegated attire, sitting 
or standing at the gate of a broken down 
house, or on some ruinous terrace, overgrown 
with weeds, and covered with dirt. When 
viewed at a distance, these gaudy and pic- 
turesque dames or damsels, with their theatrical 
costume and attitudes, look like the fairies or 
princesses of the ruinous palaces from which 
the present hovels standing in their site have 
been formed. It is uncommonly interesting to 
pay a visit to the most deserted and dilapidated 
parts of the capital, on Sundays or Saints' 
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days, when the Georgian and Armenian women 

make a point of displaying all their finery. 

It is a notcnious feature of the Oriental 
character, that much greater value is attached 
by AnaticSy to external show, such as the 
number of retainers, arms, horses, &c., than to 
the comforts of a horne^ social enjoyments, and 
the indulgence of the table. The taste and 
disposition of Europeans in general, and of the 
German colonists in particular, is precisely the 
reverse. The latter cut a deplorable figure by 
the side of the natives in their gorgeouis apparel ; 
but our Teutonic firiends dwell in convenient 
and substantial houses, forming a great contrast 
to the native hovels. The fsLre of the Greorgian 
und Armenian peasants is also very frugal; 
whilst the Suabians revel in delicacies. Yet 
the natives readily submit to any privations, 
provided their women can sport a spotless 
tsehadra, dean nq^kavi (wide drawers), and em- 
broidered slippers ; and whilst the men can stalk 
to church, or lounge about in their elegant 
ischoks (over-coats with loose sleeves), and 
gUuiluki (und«r«ooat), of fine doth or silk. 

Though I did not enjoy very numerous op- 
portunities of meeting Georgian ladies at 

« 
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Tiflis, yet» on two oocasions at Easter, and 

during the military games in the plain of New 
Tiflis, in the month of May» L saw the whole 
fashion and beauty of the capital crowded to- 
getber, as at Rome, in the Corao, during the 
Carnival. Nevertheless, I was doomed to dis- 
appointment, the effect produced by an assembly 
of Georgian beauties, not equalling their repu- 
tation, or our expectations. The charms . of 
their raven locks, glowing eyes, pearly teeth, 
splendid attire, and elegant figures, were quite 
neutralized by the copious use of paint, and by 
the excessive size of their noses. Nor was 
any intdligenoe or feeling to be detected in 
their unmeaning faces. 

I was lucky enough to see a Georgian lady 
dance on one occasion, at a ball of Herr 
voo Neidhardt The figurante was a young 
princess of a charming ioim, though boasting 
the usual and disproportionate amount of nose. 
Her hair, which was unusually beautiful, lell 
in countless hixuriant tresses beneath her veil, 
and half covered her bust. Her dress of 
grayish brown silk only partially revealed her 
bosom — two pale red silk patches bang intro- 
duced to correspond to the natural shape of the 
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breasts. Her slender waist was encircled by 
*a pink girdle: and yet, notwithstanding the 
superiority of her picturesque costume over 
the French fashions of the Russian ladies, the 
eye derived little pleasure from the exhibition, 
owing to her total want of grace, and the stiff 
and lifeless expression and attitudes of this 
Eastern princess. 

On another occasion, I encountered a young 
Armenian lady, of equal beauty, and as splen- 
didly attired, walking with her husband in the 
immediate vicinity of Tidis. When I expressed 
my admiration of her charms to my companion, 
in rather enthusiastic language, I was surprised 
to see the pair look back, smiling, and to hear 
the Prince, who may have learnt the tongue 
from the Suabian colonists, address me in good 
Grerman, and in a sarcastic tone, saying : " Do 
you admire my wife ? Oh, how pretty I" 

During the administration of Baron Rosen, 
the salons of Ttfiis were graced with the presence 
of the wife of the legitimate heir to the throne 
of Georgia, Prince Alexander, son of the last 
King George. This lady, who was reckoned 
one of the first beauties in the country, was the 
daughter of a noble Armenian of Erivan, and fell 
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into the hands of the Russians in the last 
Persian war. The Georgian Pretender, who 
would never consent to resign his right to the 
throne, and who wandered about from Persia to 
Turkey, stirring up those states to declare war 
s^ainst Muscovy, daimed his bride, after the 
conclusion of peace. Field Marshal Paskiewitsch 
did not oppose the daim, and gave permission 
to the lady to depart; but she lingered at Erivan, 
perhaps being loathe to leave her parents, and 
share the fugitive life of her husband, and 
relying on the pledged word of the Russian 
authorities, that she was at liberty to go when- 
ever she pleased 

Meanwhile, Paskiewitsch was succeeded by 
Baron Rosen, who, on a renewal of the claims 
on the part of the Prince, applied to St. Peters- 
burg for farther instructions. The Supreme 
Government, which was not cognizant of her 
presence in Georgia, did not think itself bound 
by the word of Prince Paskiewitsch, and ordered 
the lady to be sent to St. Petersburg^ The 
dismay and indignation of the Princess, on 
receiving this intelhgence, were indescribable. 
She had hitherto lived a secluded life in the 
harem ; - and, supported by the tears and 
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compkunts of her mother^ she at hrst reiiised 
to submit But) whra the Russian authoritifis 
threatened violence, she yielded, came to Tiflis^ 
and was gradually and gently initiated into 
European ways by Baroness Rosen. The 
flatteries and attentions she received were not 
lost upon her. 

By degrees, she became accustomed to Euro- 
pean maiiaers, and appeared with unveiled face, 
in the company of men. Nor was the sacrifice 
painful, as it soothed her vanity, by securing 
general admiration. After a prolonged resU 
dence at Tiflis, she started fur St. Petersburg ; 
and it is reported, that she passes her time so 
pleasantly at the Imperial Court, that she feels 
no inclination to return to Trans-caucasia. 

The fame of magical beauty ascribed in the 
East and West, and especially in poetry, to the 
fair Georgians, has pardy arisen from the 
general, but erroneous notion, that the beautiful 
odalisks of the Turkish harems, aro commonly 
of Georgian or Circassian origin. All the 
beautiful slaves brought to the Turkish markets 
on the Black Sea, are represented as Geoigians. 
But we have ascertained^ from the traders 
themselves, that most of these uufortunate 
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creatures are brought from Lasistan, Guria, 
and Miogrelia. I admit that the inhabitants 
of those districts are of the Georgian i>tock ; 
but they differ as much from the proper 
Georgians, as Italians from Spaniards, or Ger- 
mans from Swedes* It is the blood of these 
modern populations of ancient Colchis, which 
has mixed much more freely with the Turkish, 
than even that of the neighbouring Circassians. 
And it is well to remember, that these Colchian 
tribes of Georgian descent, are &r handsomer 
than the genuine Georgians; and that they 
carry off the palm of beauty from all theTrans- 
Caucasian famiUes. 

The beauty of the women of Georgia, Colchis, 
and Circassia, would be more appreciated by the 
sculptor than by the poet; too frequently it is 
but a lifeless image, lacking even the attractive 
girdle of Aphrodite. The Graces are foreign 
deities in the East, and in the regular, but in- 
expressive features of Oriental women there is 
usually a total lack of those first and greatest of 
female charms — sentiment and souL 

No other European nation rivals the Russians 
in th^ enthusiasm for contracting foreign 
aUianccs. German peasant girls are almost as 

VOL. II. M 
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much in request as the handsomest, and noblest 
Georgian and Annenian ladies> and whilst the 

Russian nobles intermarry with the Tran&»Cau- 
caskn aristocniq^ Muscovite* ser& in Southern 

Russia steal the daughters of Tartars, and the 

Kouban Cossacks elope with Circassian maids^ 
It is a curious fact, that notwithstanding these 
numerous intermarriages and alliances,, even 
with German blood, the- offspring is always 
genuine Russian — a fact which testihes to the 
solid energy of the Sdavic race. As Russians 
look for. different . qualities in their wives from 
those in request with the more civilized nations 
of the West, these alliances are less unhappy 
than might have been anticipated. Whereas a 
F;renchman. would find the fair Georgians want- 
ing in grace, a Roman in dignity, a Spaniard in 
glowing enthusiasm, a German in sentiment^ 
the Russian lives in happy contentment with the 
charms of his consort. But after what I have 
seen of Oriental women, I would not advise 
any cultivated Western to go to the East, bent 
on matrimonial speculations. 

Through the kmdness of M. Abowian, I 
wa& enabled to witness an Armenian weddingi 
A J^ung mail of the Gregorian cunfessioa, was 
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alioat ta many the daughter of an opulent 
family, who gave him the preference^ because he 
had just been decorated. We have already 
remarked that no town, save St. Petersburg, 
is agitated by such a feverish longing for 
orders and decorations as Tidis. Many wealthy 
Armenians have given ten thousand roubles 
to wear a Stanislaus order of the fourth 
dassy in their button-hole. The bridegroom, 
exhibiting his shining coin on his breast, 
received us at the door, and conducted us 
to a room containing all the male visitors, 
who were drinking tea. After this operation 
was concluded, we ventured to approach the 
women, who were naturally dressed in all their 
finery for the occasion. The bride, an insignificant 
figure, with a pale, insipid face, sat in firont of a 
particular table, surrounded by her girlish 
fiiends. The studied indifference of her ex- 
pression, heightened the effect of her naturally 
unmeaning features ; but I was informed that a 
fiigid expression was regarded as dignified and 
suitable on such occasions, and that all brides 
were expected to assume it. The ceremonies 
began with the presentation of the bridegroom's 
gifts, consisting of ornaments and splendid 
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dresses. These articles were placed on the 
table in front of the bride, besides two immense 
loaves of sugar, destined for the priests. After 
a lengthy prayer, the priest blessed the dresses, 
and then he chanted a prosy hymn, in 
unison with his ghostly colleagues. Thereupon 
a part of the ornaments were attached to the 
bride, by the girls. During this ceremony, a 
jovial Armenian, in Russian uniform, succeeded 
in extracting a smile from the bride, by his 
comic grimaces. 

Refreshments were introduced at this time. 
The company chatted, jested, laughed, and in- 
vigorated their stomaciis, preparatory to the 
tedious and drowsy ecclesiastical ceremonies at 

church. 

The marriage service took place at midnight, 
and lasted one hour, consisting in the mumbling 
of prayers, monotonous chants, antics and gri- 
maces of aD kinds. Among other things, the 
happy couple were adorned with two gold crowns, 
by the priest's hands. After the company had been 
worked up to a most edifying and exhausted 
condition, they withdrew to the bridegroom's 
house, headed by a band. 

A score or two years ago, before the old 
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prejudices were shaken, the sexes were kept 
quite separate at marriage festivals, the women 
appearing with veiled faces, and none daring to 
dance before the bridegroom. Now, it is diffe- 
rent, and the handsomest and most skilful 
dancers willingly exhibit before the whole corn* 
pany. But though most of these Ai-menian 
women were draped in their floating veils, their 
solo dances could not be compared with those 
of Roman and Andalusian females, as regards 
dexterity, passion and poetry. Even during 
the exhilaration of this exercise, their 
movements never lost their usual stiffness, 
nor were their faces less insipid than on other 
occasions. 

Mademoiselle Kurganoff, the daughter of a 

wealthy Armeuian, in favour with Prince Pas- 
kiewitsch, was the only exception. She had a tall 
and graceful figure, and her very handsome face 
was often lighted up by a roguish smile, that 
coatiasted admiraLly with the stony expression 
of her associates. She was the most accom- 
plished gentlewoman in the room, which could 
be immediately detected from her manner and 
looks. An Armenian, who was a staff officer in 
the Russian army, offered me a seat next to his 
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wife, who spoke FreDch ; but I was sadly dis* 
appointed in my hopes of having some rational 
intercourse with her. Dull, and iminteliectual, 
like most of her countrywomen, our conversation 
soon came to an end. The good lady understood 
nothing, save the commonest and most trivial 
matters and she could not comprehend the drift of 
my questions, unless they related to dress, eating, 
the marriage, or other common-place affairs. I 
was delighted to hear the signal for supper, inr 
the hopes of being relieved from my tete-a-tete 
with this charming female. During the meal, 
the sexes were actually separated in different 
rooms, the bridegroom alone enjoying the privi* 
lege or misfortune of eating alone with all the 
ladies. I understand that during the lively 
ceremony, he was seen to cast occasional tender 
glances at his bride, resembling those of a hawk 
at a turtle dove. 

The banquet was sumptuous, and exhausted 
all the resources of the Armenian and Russian 
cumne. Even champagne dowed in copious 
streams, though each bottle costs four silver 
roubles (about twelve shilhngs) at Tiflis. The 
gaiety of the evening was promoted by a noisy 
band of music as well as by the luscious nectar 
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ef Epemay. My neighbour at table happened 
to be an Armenian, who concealed a heart 
glowing with patriotism under the Russian 
uoiformy and who indulged in pathetic lamentap 
tioiis about the oppression and orbing injustice 
endured by 'his countrymen* On riskig from table, 
both sexes met again. All the presents of 
relatives-and friends, consisting chiefly of money, 
were counted by the priest, and kid 'on a dish 
before the bride. Ij^ven before the name of the 
doner, and the nature of the gift were announced, 
you could guess its value by the expression of 
the priest's face. If it was gold that was 
placed in the holy man's palm, his countenance 
assumed an expression of indescribable beatitude. 
This operation, which gave no favourable im- 
pression of Armenian delicacy, conckided the 
marriage festival for the guests. Respecting 
the ensuing mysteries, into which 'the bride- 
groom alone was initiated, I received some very 
comical statements, which I think it most discreet 
to \Ylthhold, 

Easter ofifers the most fiivourable opportunity 

for obtaining a good idea nut only of the beau- 
mtmde, but of the whole population of Tiflis, 
whom you meet in the streets and bquares, 
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during the celebration of this festival, which is 
regarded by stD the Christian commmuons as 
the most icuportaat in the year^ and is frequented 
even by crowds of Mohammedan Tartars. In« 
dependantly of the splendour of the reUgious 
services in the different diurches, of the military 
parade, and the various games and amusements, 
there is anothear reason which explains the general 
jubilee excited as soon as the report of the 
cannon is heard «t midnight This very 
superstitious race is liberated at Easter from its 
long and sevens fast ; and aU the friends of 
good living have abundant occasion to rejoice 
at their happy rdease. 

The market was literally crammed, the 
previous evening ; thousands ci beautiful lambs, 

with snowy-white fleece, were offered to the 
poorest even of the crowd, and I saw the very 
beggars in rags, bargaining with Tartars and 
Armenians for this ddicate morsel. When 
you behold the innocent and confiding faces of 
those pretly creatures, you cannot avoid feding 
prejudiced against a Christian festival that is 
initiated by such cruel slaughter. The carnage 
is genendly over when the midnight guns 
announce the beginning of the festival, and aU 
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the evening is devoted to preparations for the 
carousal, which commences soon after the 
signal. Even if the crash of the artillery had 
not awoke me, I ooidd not have slept during the 
exclamations of jubilee and rejoicing that greeted 
the ear on all sides. The whole population, 
friends and strangers^ fell into each others 
arms, with the words : Christ is risen T 
The Geaeral embraces his soldiers, the Prince 
his porter, the Lord his serf. You are not 
free for a second from the danger of .this 
fearful kissing infliction. Such is the custom 
in the Russian, Greek and Georgian churches, 
and the other confessions have gradually 
adopted the fashion. Women and girls suffer 
their cheeks to be pressed by the lips of their 
acquaintance, and it is only Russian ladies of 
rank who are privileged to receive the salute 
on their hands. Even the Great Czar himself, 
kisses his grenadier sentinel at St. Petersburg. 
This practice would have something touching in 
it, if it were not merely mechanical, and if it were 
accompanied by even a shadow of brotherly love. 
Unfortunately, it is httle more than an empty 
fonn, prescribed by the ChurdL 

After the termination o£ divine service^ the 



Digitized by Google 



170 



•GEORQIA, 



devout population return to a sumptuous meak 
The amdously expected flesh-pots present a 
choice supply of delicacies, and besides the 
eternal roast lamb, immense quantities of ham 
(a favourite Georgian joint,) are conburaed. 
Teeth, lips, gums and tongue are the most 
active members on Easter Sunday in Georgia. 
There 'is no end of kissing, biting and chewing, 
and the Georgians, who are commonly very 
sober, commit more offences agadnst diet on 
this day, than throughout the remainder of ^he 
year. There is an indescribable hissing and 
seething, in dishes and pots, before the huge 
kitchen iires* The public eating-houses are 
besi^ed all day, and present a happy and 
harmonious conclave of Ossetians, Georgians, 
Armenians and Cossacks. The savoury messes 
have great attractions for all save the people 
of Western Europe, who are used to deanlier 
dishes. Crowds of Ossetian, Armenian and 
Georgian beggars, ^rters and vagabonds, 
seated in a ring, round a common disb, are 
not over-scrupulous, if some of their crumbs 
fall back in the common receptacle. The 
bazaar, and all the shops are dosed. AH Tiflis 
is in holiday attire, and perambulates the street^ 
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during the ioterral between the heavy meals. 
Thousands of Easter egg-breakers collect in 
the market^ and it is probable that in pro- 
portion to ihe population, no town in the 
world is so passionately addicted to egg- 
breaking matches. Hhe children have aho 
their separate carousals, but the women are 
satisfied with less active pastimes, and with the 
display of their charms and finery. On all 
sides, you see them seated in groups gazing at 
the ditferent entertainments which appeared to 
US wanting in originality and noisy gaiety. 

The athletic sports in the month of May 
are more stirring than the Easter festival, and 
are frequented by the most skilful horsemen of 
the neighbouring nations. Tartars, Georgians, 
Armenians, Don and Line Cossacks, emulate 
each other, and display a dexterity in the saddle 
sddom rivalled elsewhere. They throw the 
knee, fire off their pistols at full gallop, swing 
thor swords, and represent sham fights, all 
according to the practice of their tribe, and with 
special shouts or cheers. These displays give 
the spectator an excellent idea of the nature of 
cavalry combats in . the Caucasus. The usual 
theatre for these exhibitions is the plain near 
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the Gennan colony of New Tiflis^ which is, at 
such seasons, frequented by thousands of 
sight-seers in droschkies and carriages, on 
horseback and on foot The women are said to 
be as passionately devoted to witnessing these 
warlike exercises as the men. Yet they are 
far from resembling the fair Germans at ancient 
tournaments, or the ladies of Castille at bull- 
fights. The gallant horsemen of Trans-Caucasia 
are not stimulated or rewarded by the approving 
glance and smile, or the thrilling plaudits of 
the fair spectators. I saw the Georgian ladies 
gazing dumb and insipidly at the display ; nor 
did their unmeaning faces express any enthu^ 
siastic sympathy. 

Public story-tellers, and bards, called Ki-koa- 
koa in the Caucasus, are not so numerous at Tifiis 
as in Persia, and more among the mountains. 
They commonly consist of pour Tartar ballad 
singers, chanting Turkish imitations of Persian 
poets, or Arabian tales. They appeared very 
wretched, and excited little notice or charity; 
being surrounded by a few young vagabonds, 
who listened without bestowing a kopeck upon 
ihem. 

Generally speaking, there appears to be less 
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beoeToIence and charity at Tiflis, than in the 

Mohammedan cities ; but more misery and po- 
verty, or,at all events^ more appearance of distress. 

Save in the States of the Churchy and the 
kingdom of Naples, I never saw such troops 
of beggars as at Tiflis. The Russian police 
only allows them one day in the week to ask 
for alms. But on those clays, the eye is 
distressed with a fearful spectacle of human 
suffering when hosts of starving, sickly, 
emaciated cripples, and unfortunates of all sorts, 
flock through the streets, knocking at the doors, 
and whilst announcmg their misery in a chorus 
of doleftil ejaculations, seek to move the pity, 
of, and obtain relief from their more fortunate 
feOow-citizens. So great is the number of the 
indigent, and so distressing their poverty, that 
the gentlest heart, and readiest hand, can do 
little to relieve such a mass of misery. As at 
Naples, and in Sicily, the mind and eye become 
gradually hardened, and used to the deplorable 
deformities of wholesale mendicity, and look 
with callous feelings at starving multitudes. It 
18 singular, that the maimed, the aged, and the 
blind, do not attract so much sympathy as those 
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shamefes^ women who- belong to the* lowest 
dassi and who, concealing their &ces with the 
techadra, sit m the middle of the streets, with 
a wooden plate before them. Men of respecta- 
bility seldom pass these women, who are 
ashamed to ask for ahns, without dropping a 
gift into their plate. 

Many families, even of noble rank) are 
reduced to great indigence. I heard of Arme- 
nian and Georgian princes, who, but for the 
appointments or allowance of the Russian 
Government, would be obliged to resort to 
mechanioal, or still more revolting pursuits^ to 
avoid the pangs of famine. Near Katharinen- 
feld, I knew a prinody peasant; and not far 
from Elizabeththal, the Armenian prince Gur- 
ganoff has become a miller. Some adventures of 
a tragic-comic nature have occurred between the 
Russian poUce and the Georgian nobiUty, whom 
the Emperor has allowed to retain their formw 
title and rank. Thus, a coachman was once 
arrested at the square of Tauris, because he had 
been uncivil to a Russian employe. The 
police inspector caused the victim to be basti- 
nadoed;, and when the latter exclaimed, that 
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he was a kniis, (prince,) and appi^uled to the 
ukase» which prohibits the nobles from corporal 
punishment, the inspector ordered him to 
receive fifty additional stripes^ for impudent 
assumption of the princely dignity. Yet the 
unlucky coachman proved, subsequently^ that 
what he had advanced was correct, but he 
received no reparation for bis stripes. 

Living at llffis is not dear, if you know how 
to proceed. Most articles of consumption are 
msonable, induding cereals, especially rice 
and vegetables, supplied by the German settlers 
£ven delicacies, such as poultry, game,- and 
particularly pheasants, are cheaper than in Ger- 
many. The Caspian Sea oflfers an abundance cff 
fish, which are brought to market, fi:«sh in 
winter, and salted in summer. Caviare is a fii- 
vourite dish with the natives and Russians. Wine 
]» brought in- immense quantities firom Cachetia, 
the best wine growing country in Trans-Caucasia, 
and known as sudi to Strabo. A tunga* of red 
wine in colour resembling claret, costs an abas 
(sixpence.) Wine of inferior quality is sold lidicur 
lously low, for five or six kopecks dia tunga. 

• Jour bottkB« 
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The wines bdng conveyed in pig skins, covered 
inside with uaptha tar» have an unpleasant 
taste, relished by the natives. Au reste^ this Ca- 
chetian wine is pronounced wholesome^ and even 
curative of the gout. The Mingrelian wine, 
which is only drunlc by the rich, is pleasanter, 
but not so wholesome. The German colonists 
also prepare a wine, which being stored in cases^ 
is pleasant^ to our notion than the Cachetian. 
The consumption of wine at Tiflis is enormous, 
amounting yearly to 7|500yOOO bottles^ which 
gives one bottle per head daily. 

Tiflis is not attractive as a winter residence. 
Those who do not relish mazurkas, whist with 
heavy stakes and cunning hands ; and more es- 
pecially civilians in black coats, who do not 
display Russian uniforms and decorations^ find 
life tedious there. 

Notwithstanding the proverbial hospitality 
and politeness of the Russian nobility, there is 
always much restraint in society ; nor can their 
undeniable gifts of conversation atone for the 
want of freedom^ or blind you to the partiality 
of their descriptions, which are commonly 
diametrically opposed to the statements of 
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foragn travelleny and residents independent of 

the government. It is proper to add, that the 
amenities of Tiflis depend greatly on the cha- 
racter of the Govemor-generaL 
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CHAPTER III. 

>Iomadic Life of a Naturaliat — Journey from Tiflis to 
Imeritia — ^Mzketha, the Ancient E«sidence of the King9 
of Georgia— Gori*-13ie ancknt Troglodyte Git j— Kutaia-* 
The Oomrent of the Catholic Missions in Tiuis-Ganeaaia. 

My wanderings haye extended over the space 
of tea years, and embraced sundry regions and 
climates ; but none have left a more vivid or 
pleasing impression than my nomadic life in 
the ancient forests of Greorgia and Colchis^ and 
my walks over the verdant slopes of the By- 
thinian Olympus. Very delightful were my 
strolls ill the Alpine regions of the Caucasus^ of 
Aserbeidschan and of Armenia, where I roamed 

about almost as free as a trapper ia the wilds 
of Canada. Yet I must award the palm to 
a wandering life in Trans-Caucasia. The stork 
^does not sail more pleasantly through the air. 
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nor the dolphin play mora sportiyely with the 
spafkHng billows, than I danced and tripped 
bfitfaesome along the green uplands of die 
Pambak mountains, in the vast solitudes q{ the 
groves of Gambor, in the liana land of 
Colchis, on the sunny Alpine slopes of Ossetia, 
roving and bivouacking for weeks far from the 
haunts of man. At no period was I more bereft of 
comforts and of society, yet never have I felt 
freer, more elastic, or happy, than on these 
adventurous excursions, when we made {nI- 
grimages throughout the land, pitching our 
tent in the choicest spots, and leading the 
lives of hunters, explorers, and botanists. 

I was Bcoompanied in these expeditions hf 
my old friends, Istvan, the Hungarian, Wassily, 
the Cossack, and John Saremba, the Pole. I 
took a horse with me, to convey our baggage, 
and we were well provided with guns, pistols, 
and kinsohals, of excellent Lesghian steeL 
Whenever we came to a favoured spot, where 
the foliage promised good sport, whilst it con- 
oealed the smoke of our fire from wandering 
Tartars, and a crystal stream offered a oonvc^ 
nient 'vicinity, I ordered my people to halt. 
We unloaded the horse, spread the buikas, 
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cooking utensils, sugar, rum, tea, &c., on the 

grass my naturalist's curiosities were carefully 
collected ; a blazing fire was lighted, and our 
light, and simple fare refreshed our frame, 
exhilirated by exerdse and pure mountain air, 
in a manner incoiiceivable, and most enviable 
to pampered dyspeptics. A delightful glow 
spread througli our svsterns, whilst nerves and 
musdes seemed to acquire new energy and 
life, through the potent influence of the Chinese 
elixir, which we praised to the skies. After 
this refreshment, I went in search of farther 
curiosities, accompanied by the Hungarian and 
Pole, whilst the old steppe devil, who could 
never be broken in to collecting, stayed and 
tended the horse, whom he loved, as a Don 
veteran, twenty years old, deserved to be loved 
by his Centaur.- 

A man must have experienced, individually, 
the joys and sorrows of the nomadic life of a 
naturalist to appreciate it justly. Those who 
have not had a personal knowledge of it, generally 
imagine its troubles to be greater, and its plea- 
sures less than the reality. A German reader 
sitting quietly at home, conceives the Trans- 
Caucasian forests to be peopled with wild beasts 
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and robbers ; he frncies that the charms of a 

bivouac under aged plane trees or laurels, and 
on a bank of aromatio plants, must be neutra- 
lized by thoughts of vipers, tarantulas, and 
scorpions, stealing among the flowers, and 
ready to attack the unprotected wanderer. And 
then he reflects that the wolves and bears must 

regard the daring stranger as a legitimate victim, 
and sacrifiGe to the sylvan deities. And even 
if these perils were imaginary, the fire-side 
traveller is disgusted at the prospect of a bound- 
less and inextricable wilderness of wood, without 
the blessings of milestones and sign posts. I 
admit the existence of all these inconveniences. 
But close at hand, and through habit, they 
lose their terrors like most other things in 
creation, which are magnifled and exaggerated 
by the ima^nation. The veteran at the out- 
posts laughs at the bullets singing around him 
as he eats his ration, and drinks his rum, know- 
ing that a hundred leaden messengers miss 
where one hits. Hie same remark applies to 
the hunter and naturalist, who during his 
wanderings through brake and glen, becomes 
ftmiUarized with the perils and accidents of 
Ihia mode of life, which give it a spice of interest 
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md tend to ward off emuif the iavariahle accom- 
paniment of a monotonous style of Imng« 

The encampments that I selected in the 
Gamborian forests, north west of Tiflis, were 
commonly situated near brooks, flowing through 
shady dells» and announcing their presence by 
their murmuring, bubbling and . melodious . 
music, even where their sparkling waters are 
concealed from view by their overhanging 
verdure. These rivulets coounonly formed the 
Ariadne thread that led us back from our most 
distant rambles to our bead-quarters agun. We 
generally dispersed in different directions, to 
collect spedmens, and directed our steps to 
spots favoured by clearances in the wood, by a 
more genial soil, and copious growth of plants 
and flowers, where we hoped to gather a nch 
store of new and rare productions, and of 
valuable or beautiful insects. If the ardour of 
research carried us too far &om our guiding 
stream, as we penetrated deeper and deeper in 
the labyrmth of thicket, with nothing but a 
canopy of green overhead, through which the 
deep blue heavens were occasionally visibk, we 
were reduced to use the compass, in order to 
find our way back, unless the boughs we had 
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cut oS mik our kiuscbal^ furaishad a due for 
our iretam. Yet, soinetiiiies, in spite of all our 
precaudousy we were uoable to recover the 
trade In audi casea^ tke unhappy vagrant 
would fire off his rifle at stated intervals, till the 
report reached hia oomradea at the encampmenty 
who by responding to the ^peal, would guide 
him home by the aound of the exploaiona. 

It is only the novice who dreads being lost in 
the woods* Hue old stager, who ia aeoustomed 
to roam and go astray through the endless 
thickets, who haa often made his bed on the 
mosS| and to whom the gnarled branches of tiie 
primeval oaka have ao often answered the pur- 
pose of roof or umbrella, is seldom disturbed at 
the idea of spending weeka alone in the woods, 
especially if he have a trusty gun and plenty of 
powder and shot Niur is evmi death, itself so 
grim a tmror in the woods as in the world, to 
the man who lovea the leafy wilderness, like an 
Indian or a cuckoo. When the mind dwells, as 
it sometimes must, on the dismal future, nothing 
reooncQes us to it more effectually than a dieer- 
ful, tranquil resting place. The forest grave, 
whibt witnesABg the deoay of man's noUe 
frame* whidi cannot subsist without %ht and 
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air, is yet the laboratory of new and aug ty 
organisms, providing sap and nourishment for 
the giants of the grove. And nowhere does 
this laboratory appear more active or productive 
than in primeval forests, presenting a glorious 
crop of diversified vegetation, from the i^ed * 
oak to the creeping parasite, and the iiowery 
bank fanned by the sweet south/' 

Many times have I felt the wish to hop, 
flutter, and singthrough life in the merry woods^ 
as I have stood leaning against the mossy trunk 
of an oak, and gaang through its labyrinth of 
branches to the gnarled crown, watching the 
graceful frolic of the squirrels, the appetite of 
the ' rapping^ wood>pecker, and the nest- 
building goldfinch chanting its bridal song! 
Those happy denizens of the woods have no 
forethought of dismal death, which puzzles our 
intellect and alarms our imagination. They 
only feel it when it strikes them, and has lost 
half its terrors. And how easy is the death of 
the feathered songster 1 The moment before^ 
he has, perhaps, opened his beak, and ^ven 
forth the same anthem as his grandmother, or 
swaOowed more grain than his old stomach 
could digest. Suddenly, his wing droops ^ and 
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leaniDg with a gently tremulous motion on the 

mossy bank, his eyes dose, and he quietly 
passes away to eternal rest^ without priest^ 
grave-digger or coffin. In the freedom of 
nature, death generaUy overtakes its victims 
with surprising suddenness. Aged larks have 
been observed to droop and fall dead in the 
midst of their last flight and carol. These 
happy songsters are, moreover, granted that 
natural wish denied to us by the Church and 
Police, of lying in the deep grass, instead of 
being hidden in the bowels of the earth. 

Our three weeks' residence in the woods 
gave us excellent opportunities of obtaining 
pictures of nature. Gladly would I pause and 
dwell on the sublime and beautiful sights and 
sounds that I witnessed and enjoyed. I would 
describe the wondrous meteoric phenomena 
among the high Ossetian Alps, the ghostly 
amy of misty forms, the terrible majesty of a 
tempest on Ararat, the glacier scenery of the 
Kasbek, the sliding scale of vegetation and 
animal life, from the bearded Gypaetos, sailing 
in tranquil majesty over the snowy cone of 
Ararat, and glaring down with piercing eyes as 
though seeking for the relioa of the ark beneath 
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tb^ ice^ to the little tribe of insect life swept 
faitfaer and tbither by the inoonstant breeses. 
Still more cbarmiog was the woodland scenery 
ID the Iwight bhisb of morn, or by the soft 
moonlight. After a wholesome mea]» we would 
recline^ looking out for game, and watching 
the syn^toms of animal life around vs. Our 
senses were also alive to the world of plants 
surrounding us, with what has been well styled 
Us md.** What would not the gieat seer^s 
eyes of Gothe, or the penetrating research of our 
most eminent naturalists have detected in the 
shades and glades of those Colchian groves ! 
We cannot hope to have equalled those mast^y 
observers and describers. Yet we have done 
our best, and have coUected much useful in* 

formatiou respecting natural science in Trans* 
Caucasia. I was sometimes so engrossed ia 
my contemplatioDs whilst seated on a mossy 
divan in the groves of the Pambak mountain, 
that many a deer has owed its life to my ab- 
stractioay as she came crashing through the 
Inreak, and shot by ere I could level my fowling 
piece. 

Our last escursMm in Georgia led us to the 
woody range of jPriutiUi where the Governor^ 
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general had a caountiy rawlme» forming a 

welcome retreat from the ceremonious life of 
TiSis. As Ihe aulamn was at band with its 
cool nights, and a settler^s hut, inhabited by a 
discharged Ruasiaii soldi^ and his family, offered 
a convenient shelter, we gave up our bivouacking 
life at this place ; and| after making some ad« 
ditions to my collections, we returned to the 
capital, and soon at^ left it for Mingrelia, 
whither I forwarded my luggage by caravan, 
escorted by the Hungarians whilst I made a 
detour to Kotats by Mdcetha and Gorl 

Dubois, whose descriptions are always correct 
when he avoids politics, is quite aoDurate when 
he affirms that Mzketha, the ancient royal 
capital of Georgia, * which was, for ages, so 
famous, wealthy, and powerful,' is now a miser- 
able, ruinous jdaoe. The old Georgian cathedral, 
Sveti-Tzkhoveli, still soars above the surround* 
ing remains of this residence, and is held to be 
the most ancient church in Georgia. Its 
foundation is ascribed to King Mixian, who 
was converted to Christianity in the year 276. 
The original edifice was of wood, which was 

replaced by a iiandsome stone structure, erected 

hf King Mirdad, in 364. The Georgutfi 
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chronides relate that not one stone was left 

standing in the metropolitan church of Mzketha, 
after the terrible Tartar invasion under Timor, 
King Alexander rebuilt it subsequently on a 
different plan, but in the year 1656, the 
cupola fell in, probably in consequence of an 
earthquake, but it was restored two years after, 
by the Moslem King Roston. King Wakhtang 
v., who lived at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, embdlished the metropolitan church, 
which is certainly one of the most remarkable 
Christian temples south of the Caucasus. It is 
in the form of a cross, with a conical dome 
rising over the centre of the nave. Its elevation 
is 111, its length 178, its width 78 feet. 
The waOs of the interior of the church are 
adorned with frescoes, having Greek and 
Georgian inscriptions over them. Most of 
the Georgian Kings and Patriarchs he buried 
in the vaults underneath this church. 

, In 1804, the cathedral is said to have been 
suiTOunded by only thirty mismible hovels, but 
if the statement be correct, the population 
must have increased since that period, as the 
number of inhabited cottages mentioned in 
the statistical work of M. £wetzki, amounts to 
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124* The town itself does not appear to have 

been at any time extensive, but it had suburbs 
bqrond Mount Sarkhinethi, and on the banks 
of both rivers, whose confluence is at this place. 
To the northward^ the suburb of Samthavro 
adjoining the royal residence, comprised a 
handsome churdi^ resembUng the cathedral in 
architecture and decorations, and whose founda- 
Uon was attributed to King Mirdat, in the 
latter half of the 4th century. Some antiqua- 
ries have regarded it as even more ancient than 
the cathedral. Many ruins are still visible on 
the left bank of the Aragui, and they appear 
also to have bdonged to the andent dty. The 
summit of the mountain which affords a 
magnificent prospect over the valleys of the 
Kur and the Aragui, is crowned by another 
ancient and half ruinous church, in which 
Divine service was celebrated at the beginning 
of the present centuxy. The name of this 
church was Stepan-Tzminda. A traveller who 
visited and described it at the commencement oi 
the present century, was surprised to find, 
contrary to the Greek custom, a great altar in 
its centre, in whose niche, St. John was painted, 
.with the Greek inscription^ \0 Thedogos.' . No 
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Other mscriptioag irare delected at that time 

by Herr Steven, the only traveller who has 
mited the ohuidi. 

My diary does not notice anything particular 
on the road finom Mzketha to Gori. The 
latter town stands on the left bank of the Kur, 
in a dieerful and healthy aituationy and ita 
houses built of boulders, rise on the declivity of 
the htU in the form of an ampitbeatre. The 
rocks above the town are crowned by the 

andent fortress, which is no longer used, and 

whose builder is unknown. An ancient church 
in ihe toim has been converted into a powder 
magazine. 

In the immediate vicinity of Gori| the two 
large streams, the Lakwa and the Matschuda, 
flow into the Kur* It has been sometimes 
regretted that after the Russian occupation, 
Gori was not selected as the capital, instead of 
Tiffis, orar which it has many advantages; 
Gori bemg half a day nearer to the Euxine, and 
to the glorious district of Imeritia. Nevertheless, 
the country immediately surrounding Gori is 
not so picturesque, though it is more fertile and 
healthy than the vicinity of Tiflis. The popular 
tion of Gori consists of only 3400 soids> of whom 



Digitized by Google 



4 



MI^'GR£U▲^ AND IMfiRIXU. 1^1 

die majority ore ArmettiuiB. The Roman 

Catholic as well as the Georgian Armenians 
have many adhmnti here. 

During my stay at Gori, some Italian 
Capuchins were still raiding there» thoi^ 
a few months later they shared the fate of 
ihmr qoritual ooBeaguas at Tiflis and Katai% 
being violently removed under an escort of 
. Cossacks. These monks exerted a considerable 
influence on the Catholic population, not only 
through their piety and the peculiar cordiality 
with which Italian Capuchins treat the lower 
orders^ but more especially by the charity which 
they distributed on the most liberal soaki owing 
to the munificence of the Propaganda, and of the 
Frenoh Minonary Association. lamnotaware 
that they ever used this rehgious influence far 
political purposes* of that fliey abused it in any 
way. Nor has the Russian Government judged 
it expedient to justify or apologize for the dis* 
graceiul severity which it employed against 
these foreign priests^ to whose persons and pro- 
sence the CathoUc population had become 
aocustomed for many years. Besides the 
erection of the Catholic Church, the popula- 
liea of Gori were indebted to these monks fer 



Digitized by Google 



192 



GEORGIA^ 



the establishment of a hospital, and of a school, 

in which the children were taught a little Italian, 
as well as their native tongue. 

This town, which, in all probability, never 
attained a very high degree of prosperity, began 
to decay a long time before the Russian con- ' 
quest ; and though Gori has not pro&ted much 
by the Muscovite occupation, it is indebted to 
it for the security of the vicinity. In times 
past, the Lesghians made continual forays into 
the surrounding country, and even ventured 
sometimes, into the town to pillage. They 
were especially addicted to steal women and 
children, whom they sold to the Turkish slave 
traders. 

I devoted the brief period of my stay at 

Gori, to visit the neighbouring troglodyte city 
of Uplotiichos, which has received its appdlation 
from a Georgian village situated at the foot of 
the rocks, which contain a greater number of 
well preserved antiquities, than any ruinous city 
in Egypt or in Greece. 

The remains of this Colchian town are so 
peculiar, that even the trave&er who has viewed, 
with wonder, the ruins of Rome, Thebes, He- 
Uopolisy and Palmyra, finds still much to excite 
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his admiration. There is no doubt that 

analogous remains are to be found near Lake 
Van, dating as far back as the rdgn of Semi- 
ramis. The Crimea, iilso, furnishes a similar 
excavated city, on Mount Tepeberman ; but its 
architecture, or rather, handywork, cannot bear 
comparison with the city on the Kur, as r^ards 
beauty of design and execution. As it is our 
purpose to avoid the repetition of descriptions, 
we shall abstain from entering into details, 
referring the reader to the minute account of 
the city given by Dubois. 

This ancient excavated town stands on the 
summit of a sandstone rock, and is reached by 
a well-made road cut through the strata. Many 
of the excavations present no remarkable fea- 
tures, and were probably tenanted by the lower 
orders. In the handsomer caverns, which be- 
longed to the wealthier classes, you cannot 
detect a vestige of hammers, or the pbk, the 
walls being as clean and smooth as in the 
excavations at Van. Many of the excavations 
present vaulted roofs, like churches or chapels ; 
and the sides consist of elegant pillars cut out 
of the rock. Unfortunately, only one inscription 
remains, which Dubois affirms to be half Ar- 
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memaD, and half Arabic; a singular circum* 
stance, that requires explanation. The decora- 
tions of the walls and ceilings in some of these 
chambers are very beautiful; nor can it be 
reasonaUiy doubted, that the people which made 
these excavations must have possessed a oertam 
amount of cultivation* Dubois fancied that 
he detected the influence of tine ancient Pentan 
style in these ruins, and imagined that the 
founder of the dty was Uplos, the son of King 
Mzkethos, at a time wiien the Georgians were 
still worshippers of the sun and stars. On the 
highest summit of the mouataiD, stands a 
church, the only building that has not been 
excavated, and probably of a much more recent 
date than the city. The Georgian chronides 
throw no light on the annals of this mysterious 
city. The existing population of the village 
situated at the foot of the rock, consists prin* 
cipally of Armenians, the Geoigian families 
being few in number. 

After a short stay at Uplotichos and Gon, 
we pursued our journey to Suram. The country 
is monotonous. The road leads through the 
valley of the Kur, whidi was filled with inland 
lakeS) before the river had found a regular 
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cshannd by breaking through the poiphyritic rodcg 
which bound the basin of Tiiiis to the west. We 
did not enter the woody region till we reached 
Suram. The mountains covered with thickets, 
consist principally of limestone, and the forests 
are composed of beech, oaks, ash, elm, aspen, 
and the usual timber of Germany. Birch is 
entirely wanting, there is only a sprinkling 
of firs, and the larger timber disappeared as 
we approadied Kutais. Wild pigeons occurred 
in such immense flights in this district that 
even a random shot was certain to bring down 
one or two of them. 

Kutais^ (the ancient Kutatissium,) is delight- 
fully situated on the left bank of the Phasis, 
in a green Talley encompassed by woody 
mouotains, of coDsiderable elevation. This 
classical stream, issuing from the neighbouring 
uplands, rushes past the town with rapid and 
noiisy current, ragbg and roaring among the por- 
phyritic rocks, and rolling along heavy boulders 
in its bed. The modern part (rf the town, 
which has been built chiefly since the Russian 
occiqMtion has an inviting and cheerful appear- 
ance, with its wide streets, and elegant white 
liouses, half concealed by the foliage. The upper 
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part of the town, oonsistiog of the andent 

fortified Ucliimerion, contains some remarkable 
ruiDs^ induding the remains of the Acropolis^ 
which was partially destroyed by Russian 
vandalism^ in 1769. The Muscovitei General 
Todleben, who had mardnied at that period to 
the assistance of King Solomon* of Imeritia, 
supporting him with Russian bayonets, against 
the insurrection of his subjects, was opposed by 
the Turks, whom the Imeritians, had called to 
their aid. Todleben advancing from Ossetia, 
planted his oannon on the he^hts, and thundered 
against the Uchimerion. When the Turks disco- 
vered that the walls of the old fortress gave 
them no protection against the Russian guns, 
ttiey evacuated Kutais and Imeritia, leaving 
their prot^g^s in the lurch. To prevent their 
return, Todleben 'proposed to Solomon, to blow 
up the fort, and the weak, dependant riince, 
did not dare to oppose the proposition of the 
Russian. Accordingly, the ancient castle was 
destroyed, and most of the antiquities of Kutais. 
with it. But the huge, shattered fragments 
that lie scattered around, and the remains of 
a church, give a fair notion of the ancient 
Georgian architecture. At the highest spot of 
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the ruined citadel commanding a Imagmficent 
view of the surrounding country, stand the 
ruins of a palace of the ancient Lasian Kings, 
and the citadel itsdf is surrounded by numerous 
ruins of gates, aqueducts and cisterns. Finally, 
in the centre of the upper town, the eye is 
greeted with a view of the old Cathedral, a fine 
building, with numerous sculptures, whose 
mdancholy dilapidated and ivy grown walls, 
inclose a tranquil and charming Imeritian and 
Russian cemetery. 

After an interval of cloudy days, the sky had 
recovered its serenity, and I hailed with ddight 
the return of fine weather, as I wandered by 
moonlight, among the niins and graves, with 
a bearded Imeritian priest by my side. If 
we had been disposed to indulge in a contem- 
plative mood amidst these scenes of decay 
and dissolution, our meditations would have 
beea effectually interrupted by the Russian 
drum-major, who, to do proper honour to 
the Linpcror's Coronation day, roused the 
echoes of the rocks and ruins, by the crash 
of merry waltzes, mazurkas and operas 
ascending from the banks of the Phasis, 
through the still evenine: air. 
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It is geoerany known; that the ImeritianflT 

are connected in type and tongue with the - 
Qeorgians. Yet my German dragoman^ who 
was familiar with the Tiflis dialect, found 
it difficult to make himself iindentood At 
Kutais. The remaining iniiabitants of the 
latter town, are Armenians^ Jews and Russians. 
There are also small colonies of Turkish, 
Greek and Lasian artizans at Kutais, and 
besides the above enumerated specimens 
of human varieties, you occasionally detect 
among the purchasers in the bazaars, some 
of the wild sons of the mountains, especially 
Ossetians and Suanetians, in their weU known 
costume, who come down to sell horse dotbs, 
burkas, fox, martin and bear skins, wax and 
honey. 

The celebration of the Coronation day, had 

attracted a crowd of these various nationalities 
in the great square of Kutais, whither they 
flocked to witness the iiluminatioD, to listen 
to the military band, and to see the Imeritian 
youth play at ball. The Imeritian costume is 
almost identical with the Georgian, save that 
instead of the high lamb-skin eaps of the latter, 
they wear a square piece of brown doth neattjf 
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edged and fastened under the chin with a 

black string. 

The predominant character of the Georgian 
type may be detected iu the Imeritian popu- 
lation, but it has a nobler and more expressive 
development in the case of the latter. The 
beauty iji the men and women of Immtia 
is universanv known and celebrated* Thdr 
singularly symmetrical, noble, tuid delicate 
formSi are perfect models of physical beauty, 
and would seem to have floated before the 
imagination, or memory of Grecian sculptors, 
when they wrought Aatinous and Apollo. 

Nor can many races rival the inhabitants of 
Imeritia, Mingrelia, Guria, and Adschara (for- 
merly Colchis) in harmony of features. Even 
the haughty hero forms of the Circassians must 
yield to thenu The traveller encounters occa- 
sionally in the most secluded woods of this 
region, women dad in many coloured rags, and 
inhabiting the most wretched hovels, whose 
lovely features and forms, converted into marble, 
would be worthy of a place beside the Venus of 
Canova in the Vatican. 

As a special feature of the district near 
Ktttais, I cannot avoid noticing the Russian 



Digitized by Google 



GEORGIA, 



eunuch colony at Marran. There is in Russia a 

sect of secederSi called Astarewerzi, i. e,, Old 
Believers, whose adherents have misconstrued 
the sense of a passage of Scripture, and 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, and Riga, are inhabited 
by a considerable number of these singular 
fanatics, who think to gain an entrance into 
heaven by self- mutilation. The Russian Govern- 
ment has attempted, with its usual severity, to 
suppress this fanatical sect, but it has not been 
so successful in their case as with political 
exaltados. Many of these eunuchs were forced 
to serve in the army, as a punishment ; others 
were transported to Trans-Caucasia, where they 
form military colonies at Marran and Nassaran, 
twenty versts from Vladikaukas. T saw several 
of these people, and was informed by a German 
physician, that they fall more speedy victims to 
endemic diseases, than the other inhabitants. 

They are discovered at a glance among the othar 
inhabitants, by their sallow, earthy complexion, 
their emaciation, and the revoltingly effeminate 
expression of their beardless faces. Nor can a 
more terrible contrast be conceived than that 
between the disgusting features of these Russian 
jGeinatics, and the glorious men of Imeritia, who 
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must occasionally fret in secret at the thought of 
haying lost their freedom, and national inde- 
peodance, to a people physically and mentally so 
inferior to them as thdr conquerors. > 

I took up my quarters at Kutais^ in a small 
inn, kept by a conceited fillow, who wished to 
pass for a Polish noble, but I put up with his 
pretensions, in consideration of the shelter. 
Travelling in Asia is always more convenient in 
the Russian than in Mohammedan districts, 
where you must commonly dispense with roads 
and all accommodation, whilst in Persia and 
Koordistan, you are devoured with vermin. 
The Italian Capuchins of Kutais made a 

more agreeable impressioa oa me than they did 

on Dubois de Mnntpereux. This may have re- 
sulted iVoiii the absence of the convent Doctor 
Campocastro, whom Dubois stylesi '^Le phis 
ignore, le plus gredin des charlatans, qui se 
disent^ m^decins/' or from the presence of Abb^ 
Vidal, and some French officers fresh frt)m 
Persia, or finally, the letter I brought from 
Pater Benedetto, at Tiflis, may have worked 
wonders. At all events» Pater Don Antonio 
was all ciyility. 
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The convent is charmingly situated on 
the Fhasis, and surrounded by umbrageous 
groves. The waters of the classica l stream 
made pleasant music, as they dashed and 
danced below our windows, and added to the 
zest of the good ftther^s entertamment, and the 
fiery Imeritian wine. The convent of Kutais is 
generally occupied by only two friars, but a 
third, Pater Benedetto, happened to be present 
at this time. The latter, after having expe^ 
rienced many contrarieties at Tiflis, had retired 
to Kutais, where he was preparing to return to 
his home in Sicily, when our arrival gave hini a 
welcome opportunity of travelling to Constant^ 
nople under our escort. The Superior of the 
convent was an Italian, and the other friar was a 
native of Kutais, and a pupil of the Propaganda ; 
but although he greatly surpassed his colleague 
in sdentific instruction, which he had acquired 
at Rome, yet the Italian had obtained more 
respect and esteem in the town and country, by 
his good-humour, which he had in common 
with most Itafian Capuchins. I frequently wit* 
nessed the child-like veneration in which he was 
held by the Arm^ian boys, to whom he di»- 
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tributed a few copper pieces when they acquitted 

themselves satisfactorily at school. 

On the other hand, Doo Antonio was more 
spiritual and erudite, and favoured by a refined 
exterior^ having the distinguished physiognomy 
of his compatriots, with their delicately chiselled 
aquiline nose, and a splendid, raven blade beard. 
This well educated propagandist showed me, 
with an honest pride, his tolmtbly copious 
library^ consisting principally of Italian and 
Armenian, books, besides a few French works, 
including Massillon, Bossuet, &c. Unfortu- 
nately, these monks had been latterly deprived 
of the privilege of obtaining books from 
Italy. 

A handsome present of books had recently 

arrived in the country, from liome, destined for 
the convent, and containing only theological 
and perfectly unobjectionable works. But the 
Russian doiianter« refused to let the books pass, 
under various pretexts, whilst they secretly 
intimated to the fathers, that the books were 
at their disposal, if they paid a silver rouble 
(3^.) per volume. As the means of the convent 
were not adequate to meet this bribe, the books 
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remained in the hands of the Russian Custom- 
house olBcers. 

Eight hundred CatholicSi chiefly Armenians^ 
live at or near Kutais, speaking iiotliing but 
the Imeiitian tongue; whilst a few genuine 
Imeritiaus are reckoaed among the Catholic 
population. Their conversion to Catholicism 
took place at the same tim'e that sucli a multi- 
tude of Armenian, Greek, and Nestorian Chris- 
tians passed into the Latin Church, in Turkey 
and Persia, At the present time, the Catholic 
priests in TVans-Caucasia are strictly forbidden 
to make any proselytes. One of the Capuchins 
informed me, that if they were allowed free 
scope, they could convert many hundreds of the 
Pagan and Mohammedan mountaineers. He 
added, that multitudes of Suanetians and 
Abchasians, most of whom were genuine hea- 
thens, had announced their wish to receive 
baptism, in the convent of Kutais, but they 
were ordered away; for every priest who at- 
tempts to convert an idolater into a Roman 
Catholic, is threatened with transportation to 
Siberia. There might be an appearance of 
reason, if not of justice, if this prohibition to 
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enter the Catholic and Protestant churches 
were limited to members of the Russo-Greek 
faithf or to the Christian confessions generaUy« 
But to forbid even Mohammedans, Jews and 
Pagans^ to seek their salvation in any other, 
save the orthodox Russian church, is a speci- 
men of oppression and compulsion that has 
never been devised by any Potentate before, as 
fiff as I know. The unavoidable conclusion 
drawn from this prohibition, emanating from a 
Christian state in the nineteenth century, is, that 
it prefers Jewish and Heathen to Catholic sub- 
jects. • 

I saw amongst the pupils iat the convent, a 
young Armenian, who showed considerable 
natural abilities, and who was destined to re- 
ceive his finishing education as missionary, in 
the school of the Propaganda at Borne, He 
was attached with enthusiastic ardour to his 
calling; but the Government refused to allow 
him to travel to the Eternal City. The severity 
and persecution which prevailed at Colchis, even 
at the time of my visit, showed dearly that the 
Catholic missions would soon experience the 
late of the Protestant missionaries from Bfile, 
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who^ after enduring many vexations, were finalty 
driven out of Georgia and Russia, by Baron 
Rosea* 

The good Others showed me every part of 
the convent, and let me attend the noisy school, 
where thirty or forty boys were shouting or 
singing all together. They could read and write 
GecHTgian, and they read Italian with tolerable 
£Eu^ty. The remainder of their lessons con- 
sbted in teaming prayers by heart ; nor did the 
friars spare little douceurs in money to stimulate 
the industry of their pupils. A handsome and 
spacious church was being erected close to the 
oonvent, at the cost of 7000 roubles, paid by 
the Propaganda of Rome. A large and well- 
designed altar-piece had arrived from the £temal 
City, and was shown to me with much satis- 
faction by Don Antonio. Many Mohammedans 
were engaged in erecting the edifice j but tliey 
did not scruple to assist in the erection of 
a Christian temple; whilst another sect of 
Christians placed all kinds of impediments 
in the way of the work. Meanwhile, the time 
of our departure drew nigh, and Fater Bene- 
detto had tied up his bundle. We paid a last 
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visit to the hospitable refectory, tasted the 
exoeDent convent cake for the last time, and 
drank the partiog toast To better times/' in 
the ruby Imeritian wine. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Life ot a Naturalist — ^An Episode. 

Fallermateb has written, that " The ever- 
green glades and groves of Colchis appear to 
realize * Paradise iiost,' the land of waking 
dreams in early youth, whose balmy breezes 
I was destined to breathe.'^ 

When I read this passive in the Colchian 
fragments of the Professor, I was reminded of 
another man who loved the sunny banks of the 
Phasis as dearly, but to whom fate was less pro- 
pitious, than to the academician of the Isar. 
I allude to a young Russian naturalist, who was 
. not fortunate enough to return irom his pil- 
grimage to his domestic hearth, like Fallermayer, 
who had the satisfaction to print his diary, and 
to relate his adventures in Colchis, whilst 
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smoldiig his cigar, and sipping bis famous 
Bavarian beer in a Munich restaurant. 

I admit that life is at best a chequered scene. 
Joys and sorrows, prize essays and biting 
criticisms, Turkish nischan and Bavarian beer 
form a strange but certain succession. If every 
wandercv had found a poetical grave amidst the 
shades of Colchis, he would have escaped the 
infliction of bad portraits, and the charges of 
flattery, meanness, or stupidity. 

Szowitsch, our hero, was a Slavic naturalist, 
who led a roving life amidst the primeval woods 
of Imeritia, and described his experiences in 
letters to a Crimean friend, who showed them 
to me. I read them with sympathy and pleasure, 
and was surprised to find the similarity in sen- 
timent and expression between Szowitsch and 
Fallermayer, the^ son of the Alps, and the child 
of the steppe. 

The last letter of Szowitsch dated Kutais, 
was written shortly betbre his death. "I am 
impressed with feelings,'' thus he writes, which 
have long been strangers to my breast. The 
people here think that I look dreamy and 
melancholy, and they often ask me what afflicts 
me. Yet my heart heats as light as in child-* 
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hood, and I could sing all day« I wish you 
could see the hut I have built m the woods: 
box and laurel, form its walU and roof, flowers 
and wild plants its floor. A blue-throated warbler 
and a starling share it with me, and I shall 
set them free when I leaye, out of gratitude for 
their carols, with which they wake me in the 
morning. Then I throw on my burka, and 
run out to see the glorious dawn. It is a 
sublime moment, and a great compensation 
for much suffering ; around and above me an 
ocean of deep verdure, in one place fabulous 
ruins of unknown origin; at my feet the sparkling 
Rion, with its azure zone belting the forest 
The sun arises over the forest world, and 1 and 
my birds salute it, I with silent admiration, and 
ray songsters with their anthems. My tlioughts 
take no definite shape, but I hope that Grod 
will accept them as a prayer. Then I jump up 
from my morning dream> take my gun and 
botanical case, and rush into the thicket! 
how happy I am there. I love the woods and 
the chace, and like the Indian I cannot fancy 
a happy home, without hunting grounds. You 
in your dismal steppe cannot conceive the 
glories of these old woods of Colchis, you have 
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DO idea of these mighty trees with their creepers, 

of this ground with its carpet of flowers, of the 
twittmng birds on everybranoh. I seldom come 
back without a rich harvest, which I send to 
KutaiSi where I dine with the Capudiins^ who 
are friendly, hospitable people. But I return 
ere twilight to my hut| view the sunset, and 
rejoice that the morning will soon return. How 
the mountains glow 1 how sweetly the evening 
bells from the convent swell on the night air. 
How solemn souod the waters of the Rion, 
through the forest, whilst my neighbour the 
cuckoo wishes me good night with melancholy 
tone. Good night my friend, I cannot tell you 
how happy I am here, and I am sadly pained 
to think that I must ever leave it I'* 

And poor Szowitsch did leave it But his 
mortal part remained behind in the Colduan 
woods. A few weeks after the date of this 
letter, he was no more. The exhiliration he 
.speaks of, was the commencement of a fever 
that carried him off after some exhausting 
expeditions among the hills and woods of 
glorious Guria, and his mortal remains 
repose beside the Rion, the rush of whose 
waters used to gladden htm at night 
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When I was conducted, a few years ago*. 

to the spot, I found the hut fallen in, and 
the birds escaped to the woods, where they 
now warble over the grave of poor Szowitsch. 

This young naturalist was one of those 
wonderful men who cannot be happy in the 
monotony of home life, and are driven abroad 
by an irresistible impulse. After roaming 
through the Caucasus, Cachetia, Georgia, 
Armenia and Western Persia, he lingered 
a while at the German colony of Katharinen- 
feld, detained by the blue eyes and charms 
of a Suabian maid, who caused him to forget 
his zoology and botany for a season. But 
a stout and comely lad, Tobias Haubensack, 
found greater favour than the poor naturalist, 
in the sight of Klarchen, and when the 
Suabian yeoman appeared one day in his 
best buckskin breeches, new hose and bride- 
groom's coat, with huge buttons, Szowitsch 
saw that the case was hopeless, as the round 
and niddy face of the German belle beamed 
brighter on viewing the irresistible attractions 
of the favoured swain, who {nressed her in 
his stalwart arms, exclaiming, " Klai chen — this 
is thy own Haubensack P To cure his Sfdeen, 



Digitized 



MINOEBUA, AND IMBRITIA. . 213 

the naturalist took up his staff again, and 
succeeded, at leagth, ia iiading comibrt amidst 
the groyes of Colchis. 

A few years later, I came to Imeritia, and 
as I was one day wandering along the 
Phasis, near Kutais, thinking of Jason and 
the Golden Fleece, and admiring the blue 
waters, and the verdant foliage, I found the 
wiOow, underneath which poor Szowitsch 
slumbers. 
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CHAPIER V, 

Frendi TntTeUere from Penn-^Joiiiiwj tlmmgii Lneritn 

and iiingi-clia — Natural Scenery — Beaoty of the Colchiaii 
Landscapes — Soil on the Fhasia — ^Mingielian i'amiij Life 
—Aged f'orestft of ColchiB* 

Our party had been joined at Kutais 

by some French travellers, who wished to 
aocompany us on our return to Europe. 
They were officers coming frona Teheran, 
discharged military instructorSy lately in the 
service of the Shah, besides Abb€ Vidal, 
a witty, clever man, who had made the 
unsncoessfiil attempt to teach that prince 
the French language. All three were amiable 
and cheerful companions, genuine Frenchmen, 
always gay, contented and chatty, full of 
witty saUies, never depressed by obstades* 
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and never tormented with German spleen 

and ill - humour. There were, moreover, 
two French ladiee; whereof one was married, 
young and amiable, whilst the other was 
smgle, old and querdous. The latter was 
also accompanied by a parrot, a black pug 
and three gr^hounds, bom Persia, «i heirloom 
from her sister, the late Countess of Damas, 
at Teheran, and which, she would not suffer 
to be strangled, either from affection or 
wiUolness^ although their transport gave not 
a little trouble. The aged Mamselle had 
obtained a great knowledge o^ hte during 
her travels, and the many years that she had 
witnessed, but, unfortunately, she saw the 
night side of everything, and the same remark 
might be applied to her as to Madam Pieper : 
her mouth was a guillotina for every ftir 
fiEtme from Paris to Teheran. 

It was not admissible that sueh a party 
should start from Kutais without a scene. The 
Polish host was addicted to double charges, 
and he had, moreover, such a surly naturel, 
that Dickens might have said of him that " a 
porcupine would be a feather-bed by his side." 
Of his GermanpPolish wife, my Diary only re- 
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marks, that her person seemed to have a strong 
antipathy to soap and water, and that she could 
never have passed an examination in politeness* 
This amiable pair made our departure from 
Kutais a scene of strife and coufusion. Ex- 
pressions were bandied about^ ou both sides^ 
that did not savour of the essence of roses of 
Teheran, and the interfmnce of the Pater Bene- 

dctto, of Catania, aloae prevented an application 

of fistycu£b« Thb worthy Capuchin had joined 
our party, now amounting to seven, and acted 
suitably to bis doth^ as peacemaker on the pre- 
sent occaidon. 

Over the bhdge of Kutais we went in single 
file, at a solemn pace, forming a somewhat 
picturesque caravan. In front rode the son of 
Jean Paul, a veteran of la Grande Armde, cap- 
tured in 1812« and. settled in the colony of 
New Tiflis. The youth acted the part of guide, 
and was followed by the French o&cers, the 
Abb^, and myself, whilst the aged and youthful 
ladies, poodle, parrot, and greyhounds, came 
next, and the main body was dosed by fourteen 
pack-horses, with their drivers, in the pictu- 
resque . Imeritian costume* The rear-guard 
consisted of the Capuchin, with his rosary over 
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his white dress, and a great wooden missionary 

cross on his breast, intended to secure us against 
accidents and mishaps. Fiater Benedetto was a 
good-humoured, jovial man, a general favourite 
with us ally always of a sociable mood^ and 
ready for humorous converse. Nor did he 
resent it, if we bantered him sometimes. He 
seemed far from distressed at the idea of re- 
tummg to his convent, and spoke occasionally 
with patriotic enthusiasm of the beauties of his 
home, of the pure air of Catania, of its pious 
dtizens, and delidous maccaroni, which the 
unhappy man had not tasted for years. 

The country through which we passed, to 
the west of Kutais, is surprisingly beautiful,^ 
resembling a vast English park, with meadows, 
rushing streams, mighty groups of timber-trees, 
heavy with leafy honours and fruit ; it is a fairy 
garden, like the Park of Titania, embellished by 
the gorgeous vegetation, sunshine, and azure 
skies of Colchis. The character of Imeritian 
landscape is gay, lovely, and simple, without 
monotony. The eye is never wearied with 
looking at these fresh, verdant, and variegated 
glades, carpeted with flowers and plants, or of 

gazing up at the light green shrubberies of the 
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hazd and ash-treesi of the willows and silver 

poplars, of the pear, cherry, apple, and apricot- 
trees ; whilst, at other times, your path carries 
you past the primeval giants of the forest. 
These aged woods consist of beech, lime, oak, 
and elm, ash and walnut-trees alternating in 
endless succession with planes and silver poplais, 
and though the timber-trees may not exceed in 
size those of our German forests, they are much 
more luxuriantly decorated with creepers. But 
trees of more southern climes thrive amongst 
the formm*, indudmg the evergreen box, the 
fig-tree, the laurel, the chestnut, and the arbutus 
tree^ with a fiery red bark, and all these are 
overgrown and almost concealed by a prodigious 
underwood of dwarf palms, rose-laurels, myrtle^ 
and rhododendrons. Yet the vine presents the 
most graceful ornament of these Colchian groves. 
This is its original cradle ; it was here that it 
yielded its purple grape and fiery wine to the 
earliest races^ and hence it spread into all lands 
of Europe and Asia, to strengthen and rejoice 
the heart of man. The Colchian vine presents 
a splendour, luxury, and size, exceeding the 
oonceptions of Europeans. 

It is an additional charm of the Xmeritian 
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landscapes, that the whole scenery is not en* 
grossed by the majestiG forest^ which would 
necessarily create a certain monotony. In 
Imentia* the woods have many sunny breaks 
and clearances; occupied by meadows and fidds 
of maize. Yet these dearances are of limited 
dimensions, and adorned by groups of trees, 
lifting a dome of vine and ivy . creepers to their 
highest branches. Not a roek, stone, or naked 
piece of ground can be discovered near the 
lower course of the Phasis. Every spot that is 
not occupied by perennial plants, presents one 
tangled growth cf grasses, flowers^ annuals, and 
every variety of creeper. Higher up, aii^ong the 
trees, the eye is soothed by the numerous shades 
of green, from the sombre verdure of the fir, 
tamarisk, and cypress, to the lustrous foliage of 
the laurel, and to the silver green of the Colchian 
poplar, whilst the purple clusters of the grapes 
peep out beneath every branch. 

Why, this is like Paradise I" exclaimed my 
companions in one breath, at the sight of suoh 
glorious profusion. Nor is the comparison un- 
natural, so admirably does this region ocnrrespond 
to the £d^ of Genesis, where we read : " That 
the liord God caused all kind of trees to grow 
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in the earth, pleasant to look at| and good to 

eat." Many travellers in the Old and New 
Worlds have compared thenr scenery to Para- 
dise, and some have gone farther. Thus, 
Tonmefort describes the arid plain of Etch- 
miadsin in Armenia, Joseph WoMF the treeless 
and marshy vale of the Euphrates in Mesopo- 
potamia, and Daniel Schlatter, the scorched 
south coast of the Crimea^ as resembling the 
Garden of Eden. But, on viewing nature in 
Colchis, the dullest observer is reminded of the 
picture of Paradise in the Mosaic tradition. 
Though I have seen many enchanting spots 
during ten years of travd, I do not recollect 
any scenery to compare with the banks of the 
Phasis, in tranquil beauty, splendour of v^eta^ 
tion, and the harmonious distribution of hills, 
woodsi and streams. Even the Anatolian 
Olympus, the abode of the Gods, with its 
emerald uplands^ its crown of foliage^ and its 
musical streams, does not equal Colchis, nor 
can 'the Hesperian gardens of Blidah, with their 
orange forests, or even Italy, with its Lake of 
Corno^ Genoese Riviera, and Bay of Naples^ 
enter the lists with this part of Trans-Caucasia, 
fiuriai Mingrelia, and the western part of 
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Imeritia, are the most beautifiil portions of 

ancient Colchis, and much more glorious than 
the district of Trebizond^ which I visited sub- 
sequently. The basin of the Pbasis between 
Poti and Marran, may be regarded as the focus 
of attraction. 

We experienced on the evening of September 
the 7th, at Marran, the luxury of repose, after 
riding bard all day, and feasting our eyes on so 
many beauties, till they were quite exhausted. 
The remark applied especially to Pater Bene- 
detto, who, after being half-flayed by liis ride, 
threw himself in transports on a downy Circas- 
nan burka. Three fourths of our party were 
already settled in, whilst the water bubbled 
cheerfully in our tea-kettle. Too exdted to 
sleep, and leaning against a tree, I enjoyed the 
scene, lighted up by our camp-fire. 

The French officers dressed, half in Parisian, 
and half in Persian fisisbion, looked rather like 
comedians. The energetic Abbe Vidal in his 
hunting dress,' resembled much more a vieux 
de la vieille garde than a priest, for he had 
a substantial moustache, and decided, martial 
featvu-es. The young French lady looked pale, 
suffering, and interesting, and retained, even in 
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her dumber^ the graces of a Pariaieane. The 
aged Mamaelle lay upon a burka, surrounded 
by the pug, the parrot, aad the greyhounds. 
It could never enter the moat extravagant 
imagination, that she had barricaded herself by 
these means to protect her virtue, for she 
possessed more effectual and vigilant defenders 
in her ugly features. Our Imeritian guides and 
drivers, handsome men with placid countenances, 
were lying by the luggage, under the neigh- 
bouring trees, and they slept as sweetly and 
looked as contented as the remainder of the 
party, though they had made all the journey on 
foot, and had fiired on nothing better than pea- 
gruel. " In sleep," says Cervantes, " all men, 
the great and the little, rich and poor, are 
equal." 

The following day we pursued our journey, 

descending the river, from Marran in flat- 
bottomed boats. IVom this place to its mouth, 
the Phasis flows in a fine broad and deep 
channel, without islands^ and unobstructed with 
rapids. Between Kutais and Marran, where 
you enter Mingrelia, the character of the river 
undergoes a complete change. At Kutais, the 
current is rapid and noisy, foaming and roaring 
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between its rocky banks, as it rolls mighty 
boulders in its channel. But below Marran, 
the Fhasis is a languid, gentle stream, and after 
a short and impetuous youth, it moves on in 
steady majesty, like a noble old man. Scarcely 
can you trace a ripple in the water, so trifling is 
the fall; nor do boats find any difficulty in 
breasting the stream. The rocks on eithw 
bank now disappear, and are replaced by 
gentle dopes covered with forest and thickets. 
Nor is it an easy matter to effect a landing 
everywhere, for the damp soil on the banks 

yields under tlie pressure of the foot, and tiie 

net-work of exuberant vegetation presents 
another almost insuperable barrier. The Phasis 
would be admirably adapted for steam navigation 
from Poti to the borders of Imeritia, the fall 
being very trifliog, and the bed of the river free 
from shallows and reeft. Below Marran, the 
current is so insignificant, that it cannot move 
even the smallest boulders. 

Of ail ancient writers, Arrian gives the fullest, 
but a very erroneous account of the Phasis. 
He maintains, that though the water is sweet 
on the surface, it is salt underneath, and that it 
can be kept pure for ten years. All this sounds 
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&bulott8. We drew up water from some 

depth, and found it quite sweet, at Kutais, but 
below Marran, it is quite impregnated with 
vegetable mould, and unfit for drinking. 
Arrian states that a stone anchor existed at 
that time, at the mouth of the Phasis, and was 
attributed to the Argo. ^schylus mentions 
this river, in his Prometheus, and calls it the 
boundary of Europe and Asia. 

Our boats dropped gentl\ down the curr^t 
amidst landscapes of an American character, 
resembling the scenes described by Ch&teau- 
briand, on the Mississippi and Ohio. The only 
feature wanting, was the. exuberance of animal 
life in the woods and prairies of the New World. 
Mingrelia is the only region of the Old World 
that reminded me of the landscapes of America. 
Though the forests of the Caucasus are very old, 
they are wanting in the luxury, exuberance, and 
underwood of the forest scenery of the Far West. 
But the vegetation on the lower Phasis, does 
not fall short of the vigorous and virgin beauty 
of the woods on the Mississippi and Amazon. 
Nor do the American streams equal the rivers 
of Western Asia in historical interest. 

Whereas the waters of the Far West have 
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only witnessed Red-skin tragedies and buffalo 
bunts, the magic and mysterious coasts of .Col- 
chis have been visited by Grredan heroes, its 
woods have re-echoed the harp of Orpheus, and 
critics have thought to trace the wanderings of 
Ulysses in the Odyssey along the £uxine shores. 
One thing is certain, t. e., that the banks of the 
Rion were the seat of very ancient culture, of 
which all traces have now vanished. Musing 
on these great memories, we floated silently 
down the current, the very Frenchmen being, 
for ouce, checked in their colloquial propensities 
by the genius locL Nor were our thoughts 
engrossed by recollections of the past, for we 
could not help comparing Colchis with our 
country, and anticipating its future. 

Two thousand five hundred years ago, a 
mysterious civilizatiou hovered over the Phasis, 
Strabo relates, that in his day, more than a 
hundred and forty bridges spanned its current. 
Rich, mighty, and comely nations dwelt on its 
banks, but tradition is silent as to their fate. 
An industrious and commercial city then stood 
at the mouth of the Phasis, whilst the banks 
of the Rhine were a wilderness of bog and 
forest, through which our bhie*eyed, flaxen- 
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headed sires roamed almost as wild as tb^ 

red mea of the West, Now, both streams 
have changed character. The bridges, eolo^ 
nies^ and culture of the Fhasis, have dis- 
appearedy whilst the banks of the Rhine are 
adorned with stately cities, and on its waters 
float the ridies of a cultivated and philosophic 
peo{Je^ the descendants of blond, bearish sa- 
vages. What win appear on the Fhasis and 
the Rhine, two thousand years hence ? 

Towards evening, we landed on the left bank 
of the Rion. Our boatmen cleared a way for 
us through the thicket; and we found in the 
wood some Miogrelian huts, whose poor inmates 
had nothing to offer but gruel, grapes, nuts, 
and wine. The Mingrelians who live scattered 
in these woods, are very handsome peojde, but 
have pale complexions. They suffer from the 
same malignant fevers which sweep away the 
Russian soldiers by hundreds. Their dispo* 
sition appears gentle, peaceable, harmless^ and 
idle; but they are reckoned honourable and 
loyal — a rare quality in Asia. The population 
is thinly scattered, and not indined to congre- 
gate together. The time must also come when 
the natives on the Phasis will disappear, and 
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make way for Sehvic aetden; and when the 

Miogreliaa race aud tongue will be only matters 
history. Nor can they escape the fate of 
some Indian tribes of the Mis^ssippi, of whom 
a trayeller relates, that only one individual 
survived to speak their tongue — an aged parrot, 
fluttering about the woods, and uttering at 

times strange human-like tones. On the Phasis, 
the cuckoo takes the place of the parrot, and 
wiD always find it as difficult as the Russian 
soldier to learn Mingrelian. 

It is no easy matter to make excursions among 
the ancient woocb of Colchis. The tangled 
thickets are ofWn almost impenetrable, even to 
birds; and we found the Circassian kinschal 
very useful, in cutting our way through the 
brushwood. After making a meagre collection 
of (dants and insects, we b^an to press and 
preserve them, much to the amusement of the 
Capocbin. He begged for an explanation of 
the mystery ; and when informed that it was 
the chief object of my travels, he raised his 
hands above his head, and broke out into a 
peal of kughter. The good pater reminded 
me of the corpulent Arragonese missionary, 
whom HumboUt met at San Francisco, in 
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South America, who received him and Bon- 
phnd very hospitably, but could not conorive 
how a man with plenty of beefi and a respect- 
able income at home, could prefer to wander 
over the wilderness in distant hemispheres, in 
order to pick a few plants, and find the degree 
of heat in running streams. 

When dawn appeared, I roamed into the 
woods, leaving my friends asleep ; and on my 
return, after a somewhat lengthy stroll, I was 
amused to find the party still locked in the 
embrace of Morpheus. Yet the Colcfaian 
Aurora glanced through the branches of the 
hazel trees, and played with her rosy fingers 
over the nose of the old French lady, witliout 
rousing h^. Pater Benedetto lay still extended, 
with fast closed eyelids, whilst his peach-coloured 
cheeks were sweUed out, as if in the act of 
blowing an angelic trump, and his expression 
was that of beatitude. But our Imeritian boat- 
men became impatient at the delay. Meanwhile 
the party awoke, and were agitated with a 
longing for oofiee. But no milk was forth- 
coming ; and the old French lady broke forth 
into bitter lamentations^ when she disoovered 
that, the impatience of the Imeritian boatmen 
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Was the only impediment in the way of our 

obtaining some. She poured forth a torrent of 
reproaches on their heads, and shook her clenched 
hand at them in such a threatening manner, that 
although they did not understand a word she 
said, they shmnk back quite alaimed and brow- 
beaten* Not knowing the idiom of the country, ' 
we could not discover what the Imeritians 
thought of the old lady, whose attire was a medley 
of the Amazonic, French, and Oriental costume. 
All that our dragoman could detect irom their 
observations, was, that they thought the French 
officers to have been in the Kast Indian service ; 
whilst they had strong suspicions of the aged 
Mamselle having been fencing-master of the 
Great Mogul 

There is an old channel uniting the Phasis 
and the Chopi, which flows into the sea at 
Redut-Kaleh. It bears the name of the Tsiwa 
Canal, and it is uncertain if it is a work of art 
or nature. When our boats approached this 
canal, the landscape on both sides presented the 
most magnihcent scene of vegetation, that I or 
my companions had ever beheld. The French 
travellers, who had just left the arid, leafless 
r plains of Persia, and the naked plateaux of 
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ArmeDia, could not restrain their delight at the 
sight of this magic seenery. All the most 
luxurious laudscapes, that my memory recalls in 
Italy, Anatolia, Africa, Rhodes, Samos, and the 
Balearic islands, cannot enter into competition 
with the banks of the Phasis, You must go to 
the New World to find their equal. I admit 
that the trees and creepers of Cdehis partake 
rather of a south of Europe than a tropical 
character. Most o£ the sylvan productions, the 
vine, the beech, oak, and chesnut, occur in 
Germany, and it is only as you approach the 
shores of the Euxlne, that you find -evergreens 
of majestic size^ including the box, stately bay 
trees, and common laurck, with leaves so lustrous 
that they appear dipped in gum arabio, myrtles, 
and the splendid dshelkwa tree, with a trunk 
three feet in diamet^ . 

But the distinguisliing features of the Colchian 
sylvan landscapes, consists in the double vesture 
presented by the parasitical {dants, and in the 
extreme exuberance of all kinds of creepm. 
The prodigious growth of this description of 
plant, prevents the timber trees from attaining 
that great age which might be anticipated in a 
country where the woodman's axe is scarcely ever 
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beard. The same result attends this phenomenoa 
ID Colchis as that recorded in Brazil, by Martins. 
So great is the exuberance and conflict of vege- 
table life, that the remarkable fertility of the 
soil is inadequate to support it. All the plants 
are engaged in a perpetual contest for self«pre- 
servation, and injure each other much more 
than the thinn^ growth of our forests. 
Even the most loftv stems and branches are 
impeded and distressed by collision with their 
neighbours, and suffer a preniature decay. Nor 
is it till long after they are dead, that you discover 
the fact ; the dissolution of the giant being effec- 
tually concealed by a canopy of ivy, briars, hops, 
Tines, and other creepers, veiling the sapless trunk, 
and forming festoons and garlands between the 
branohes. So exuberant is ttie growth of these 
creepers, that they eommonly form a beautiful 
dome of verdure covering the decay beneath, and 
swaying to and fro with every breeze. The 
traveller rq)osing beneath their gratefiil shade, 
looks up to discover the kind of tree that answers 
as a roof and umbrella against sunshine and rain, 
and he k surprised to tied that he is resting 
beneath the withered arm of an aged oak, long 
since dead, but so embowered with parasitical 



Digitized by Google 



232 



GBOROIAi 



plants, that it looks as though it were still 
adorned with the bloom of youth. 

Rants that creep humbly on the ground in 
Europe, proudly crown the tallest trees in 
Colchis. No plant differs so widely in this 
respect from the European, as the wild vine* 
Even the picturesque Italian festoons, so different 
from the stiff stakes and dwarf vines of Germany, 
give a very faint idea of the extraordinary deve- 
lopment of the plant in Mingrelia, owing to the 
neglect of the inhabitants. 

Parrot calls the vine " the queen of the forests 
of Imeritia and Mingrelia.'* It clasps the largest 
timber trees like a colossal snake, and fastejis 
round them so dosdy that it seems bent on 
squeezing them to death. Tlie vine shoots 
from tree to tree, embracing trunk and brandies, 
and forming vast Laocoon groups. Even the 
crown of the highest oaks and beech trees, is 
not safe from the attacks of this vegetable boa- 
constrictor. The Colchian vine floats triumphant 
over many of these forests, presenting some* 
times the appearance of a splendid streamer, at 
others, the canopy of a throne, and stretching 
out its waving shoots and elegant leaves in 
superb garlands. It abandons its purple 
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fruit above to the birds, for man on the Phasis 
only picks what he finds within his reach^ and 
this greatly exceeds his wants. 

On entering the Tsiwa canals we foand the 

forest flora so exuberant, that it impeded our 

s 

progress. Bending or prostrate trees, covered 

with a web of creepers stretch far across the 
waters, and bathe their branches in the current 
Floating trees are swept from above against 
these damSi are stopped in the course, increased 
by additions, and ultimately borne along by the 
tide, forming floating islands, as on the Missis-^ 
sippi and Amazon, though on a smaDer scale. 
Animal lile alone forms a great contrast between 
the Colchian and American forests. 

Naturalists have drawn gorgeous pictures of 
the /anna of the New World, of the diamond 
blaze of its humming-birds, of the illumination 
of its beetles and butterflies, of the concerts of 
its apes, the chatter of its parrots, and the bass 
tones of its giant frogs* Nothing of the kind 
presents itself in Colchis. By day, the silence 
in these vast solitudes is almost oppressive, the 
only specimens of animal life consisting in a few 
wild ducks swimming up the stream, a few 
bee-eaters and starlings hunting for insects, a 
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deer slaking ite thirst in the current, and a few 
cuckoos. At night, there is a Etfle more life in 
the woods, and you may hear the growl of a 
bear, or the howl of a jackaL Szowitach in- 
forms us that the migratory season is the only 
one when these regions appear animated. Then 
you hear the cooing of the wild doves, whilst 
the pelkans sail up the stream, the flamingoes 
keep watch on the shore, the splendid virgin 
crane (gru$ virgo) reposes on the ri^er bank, 
gathering strength for her journey ; and the 
woods are alive with quails and birds of prqr. 
But this state of things does not last long. The 
wanderm wing thm flight to the Don, the 
Danube, and Southern Russia, where the steppes 
offer greater attraction to the crane ihaxi the 
verdure of Ookhis. 

A &w Europeans have taken a more lasting 
affection for nature in Colbhis, than those 
wandering birds. An Englishman, in partioolar, 
a mind of enterprising character, and cultivated 
mind, settled down in the wood, at a day's 
journey from Kutais, and lived like a hermit ia 
the solitude. He rejects all connection with 
dviUzation, sweeps through the forest, gathers 
wild grapesi and chaces the bears and red 
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deer. When I considered the repose^ freedom, 
and ease of such a life, I sometimes fancied 
that it might be pleasant to pass a life-time in 
this wildemess. The idea had a certain fas- 
cination, but it had also its terrors; and I 
thought of the poet who, after climbing the 
giddy precipices of the Alps, felt a longing for 
80(aety» for the haunts of men, and the dust of 
crowded streets. Those singular individuals 
who have readily broken off all connection with 
society, and retired to the wilds and woods for 
the remainder of their days are made of different 
stuff from ourselves, who cannot so easily 
dispense with the amenities of culture and 
civilization. " L'homme n'est pas fait pour 
vivre avec les arbres, vrec le ctel pur, me ks 
fleurs et les raontagnes, mais bien avec les 
hommes ses semblaUes/' I adhere to tiiese 
sentiments of George Sand, notwithstanding 
all the charms of Colchian scenery. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bedut-Kaleh — Vbit to the Convent of Lugdidi Chopi— 
Sugdidi, the Residence ot the Dadiaus — The Convent of 
Martwilif— Beauty of the River Landscapes in Colchia— • 
Funereal QxoTe— Moutk of the Plmua—Homeric Yestiges 
— Poti 

Thb blue sky and splendid sunshine, the 
gay Hvery of the woods, and the mild and 
bright moonlight nights which had favoured 
119 during our aquatb ezcursioD, abandoned 
us on our arrival at Kedut-Kaleh. We landed 
at this prindpal port of MiogreUa, amidst 
tempest, thunder and rain. 

The town resembles a German fair, con- 
sisting of two interminable rows of wooden 
barracks, not much larger or convenient 
than the Frankfort fair-booths built on 
piles, raised a foot above the ground. Even 
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the public buildings and - official residences 
are of wood. Notwithstanding the dampness 
of the climate and the multitude of wood-* 
worms, which destroy a wooden house in a few 
yearsi this material has. the preference. This 
results from the great abundance of timber in 
the immediate vicinity^ whereas not a rods 
IS to be seen throughout the fertile, but humid, 
soil of Mingrelia, 

The erection of the houses on piles is a 
necessary precaution in this extremely damp 
region. In all the level parts of the Colchian 
coast, the raging billows have choked up 
the mouths of the rivers with sand-bars or 
shingle, and created extensive tracts of marsh. 
Nor has any part of the coast been more 
exposed to this accident than Mingrelia, 

c 

which is watered by abundant streams, and 

being completely overgrown with an exuberant 
vegetation, is proportionally unhealthy. So 
damp and insecure is the foundation of the 
wooden barracks, comprising Redut-Kaleh, 
that after a few days rain, the passenger 
would be exposed to stick fast in the streets^ 
were they not strewn with a deep bed of 
shingles. 
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It is well known that the Colcbian coast 

has only one harbour, and the roadstead of 
Redttt-Kaleht wfakh does not deserve the 
name, is one of the worst along the Caucasian 
shore» being exposed to the full force of the 
west and southerly gales, whilst tfie anchoring 
ground is unsafe for shipping, even in a 
slight storm. 

The river Chopi which bisects Redut-Kaleh, 
and flows into the Euzine close by, has a 
tolerable depth of water^ and would be 
navigable for vessels of considerable tonnage, 
if it were not choked with a sand-bar, like 
all Colchian streams. The expense of its 
removal would be somewhat heavy, and as 
ibe bar can only be passed by boats drawing 
three feet of water, all vessels that put in 
at this port, make all haste to land tfieir 
cargo and escape into the offing. Nor do 
the ancboiages of Poti at the mouth of the 
Rion, or of Anaklia, on the northern border of 
Mingrdia, offer greater security. It is only 
the small Turkish slave traders, with sUght 
draught of water, that can frequent the coast 
with impunity, as regards tempests and 
gales. 
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Redut-Kaleh has aever been a town accordmg 

to European ideas. Neyertheless, it enjoyed 
oonsidarable prosperity after the Rnsaian occu- 
pation» during the space of ten years^ owing 
to a ukase, which secured firee^trade to the 
Trans- Caucasian provinces, during that interval. 
This stimulated the exotions of the Armeniati 
merchants, and secured a considerable transit 
trade from Leipsrig, through Georgia to Erivao, 
Tabris and Persia. 

Hence, Redut-Kaleh became suddenly the 
greatest emporium on the east coast of the 
BladcSea* Speculators, ship-owners, and trading 
adventurers of all races and classes flocked into 
the place, which grew as though by magic, and 
the value of the imports, amounted at length 
to two million silver roubles annually. The 
returns consisted chiefly of home produce, 
maize, dried fruits, tobacco, skins, wax, thiit, 
and excdlent timber, which found a ready 
market at Odessa. In fact, the whole country 
was enlivoied and improved by the passage of 
the numerous caravans. 

Unhappily this state of things ceased in 
1831, notwithstanding the protests of the 
mterated and the provident The Moscow 
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merchants, and other short-sighted persons, 

thought to secure a fortune monopoly and 
protection of Russian goods, and that trade 
could be forced to follow any course that might 
be chosen. Hence in 1832, free-trade was 

abolished, the Persian traffic passed to Erzeroum 
and Trebizond, enriching the Greek speculators 
of Stamboul, and the English manufacturers ; 
Redut-Kaleh became deserted, and the Moscow 
traders woe disappointed. At a more recent 
date, friQce Woronzoif raised his powerful 
voice in favour of a removal of the prohibition 
system, but it is probably too late. Moreover, 
the road through Turkish Armenia, is safer 
for caravans, than the thievish Koord territory, 
between Toprakaleh and Bajasid, which is the 
route for caravans from Georgia to Persia. 

We could find no vessel at Bedut-Kaleh, 
bound for Trebizond: nor was the prospect 
of a sail very inviting, as a furious south- 
west wind lashed the waves into fury, 
dashing their foam over the mohills, whilst 
the war of die breakers, and the whistling of 
the gale, sounded dismally through the chinks 
of our woodeu bairacks. The gale and iti 

accompaniments sounded still more awful in 
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th6 night, resemUing the wailiog mi sfarMcs 

of the drowned, swallo wed up on that inclement 
ooeet Not a spot of the Russian empice 
is more destructive to new arrivals, than the 
coast near the mouths of the Chopi and Pbaais^ 
One fourth of the Russian garrison, which is 
always limited in number, dies dnriiig the 
months of July, August and September. The 
survivors look more hke spectres tbm men, 
zl\ their northern en( i gy having deserted their 
nerveless Umbs, and they crawi about dragging 
their muskets painfully along the strand, which 
they protect against the approach of smugglers 
and slave traders. The eivilian population 
does not suffer so severdy as the garrison, 
because they are less exposed to the deleterious 
nuisanoes, and they live better. Yet all classes 
have contributed an abundant supply to the 
cemetery, situated twelve versts south of Redut- 
Kaleb. 

It is impossible to conceive a more enchant- 
ing spot, than this burial ground. The graves 
lie scattered in a charming wood, under the 
shade of splendid trees, near the sea shorn, 
whose everlasting music sounds like the wail 
of the departed, as it swella m the breece 
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which makes a mournful sound in sweqnng 

through the grove. The road leading to the 
o^etery is indescribably beautiful, beiog sur- 
rounded and surmouDted hy the prodigies of 
the most exuberant vegetation* The wood 
contaiuing the burial ground consists of fruit 
trees of every variety, especially figs, cherries, 
plums, apples, and colossal nut trees, which 
scatter showers of fruit at every breeze, though 
no greedy hands are there to pick them. 
Intermingled with these are larger timber trees, 
including oak, lime, ash and beech, whilst the 
slender laurel, myrtle, and wild rose, crown 
and creep over the. grave, and wild vines, 
ivy, and a hundred creepers hang round the 
crosses as natural garlands — presenting such 
a decoration as no £uropean grave-yard can 
exhibit. 

Whilst my companions seldom left the warm 
barrack of our Greek host, on account of the 
cold, damp weather, I made excursions into the 
neighbourhood, on foot or on horseback, accom- 
panied by a Mingrelian lad, whose regular 
beauly was not inferior to the Paris of Canova. 
Though he had resided for some years at Redut- 
Kaleh, he had been spared by the fever. The 
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poisonous miasmas^ which are so fatal to IiussiaQS> 
and all foragners, which gradually undenmne the 
health of the natives, and occasion premature 
decay, much sooner than the air of the uplands, 
had not yet expelled the roses from the cheeks 
of my guide, or enervated his elastic limbs. 

The energy of early youth had bid defiance to 
the. enemy. Nor are such instances uncommon 
in Mingrelia, even in the most insalubrious 
localities, but the influence of the dimate is 
generally discernible in men of twenty years of 
age. 

Our fii'st visit was to the strand, where I en- 
joyed, once more the majestic spectacle of a 
storm on the Euxine. So sooa as the ruiii had 
ceased, and the black tempest had made way 
for a white squall — the name given to cloudless 
hurricanes on the Black Sea, I made excursions 
to the Convent of Chopi, at the mouth of the 
Fhasis to Sugdidi, the residence of the Dadian 
family, and to the Monastery of Martwili My 
description of these places shall be briet^ as 
they have been frequently visited, and well 
illustrated. 

No such things as villages exist in Mingrelia. 
The houses lie scattered in the breaks and 
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openings of the woods^ and even those of Chofsi 

are dispersed over a great surface. The conveol 
of tbat name, situated near the vSlagey crowns 
the summit of a woody hill, overhanging the 
river. The eye is here greeted on all hands 
with the same luxurious vegetation, lending a 
picturesque charm to every part of the land- 
scape. 

The familiar trees o[ German forest scenery 
are seen intermingled on the uplands with wiM 
arbutus with bright red bark, and above aO, 
widi Spanish chesnut trees, which shoot up 
to a great height in sunny spots, and spread out 
a canopy of brandies and verdure equalling 
those of the plane and oak in dimensions, and 
exceeding them in splendour. 

The vigorous trunks of the living trees are 
tightly embraced by a trellioe work of various 
creepers, which cover the dead timber with 
festoons and gariands. Infimte is thediversity and 
the exquisite beauty of these brilliant paiasites, 
which asfrire to the h^hest twigs of the forest 
giants. Vegetation on the Chopi and Tschorokh, 
is as luxuriant as on the Phasis. The beauty 
of these landscapes was celebrated by the pen of 
Strabo and Xenophon, who, after his march 
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through the arid wastes of Persia and Armenia, 
seems to have been eqnaDy delighted with my 

French coaipanions, at the contrast afforded by 
the sylvan spleadour of Colchis. 

The Convent of Chopi is inhabited by a few 
Georgian monks of the order of St Basil, placed 
under an archimandrite. It was formerly one 
of the six bishoprics of Mingrelia, which were 
subsequently changed into abbeys. The edifice, 
like almost all Trans-Caucasian cloisters, is sur- 
rounded by a high waD. The convent church 
does not otter much worthy of note ; the marble 
capitals of the columns showing a medley of the 
most opposite styles, and the clumsiest execu- 
tioo« The Monastery of Chopi is the St. Denis 
of the Mingrelian rulers. Since the time of 
Waweck Dadian, the earthly remains of all 
the princes of the Dadian family are deposited 
here. 

After a short stay, we rode hence tu Sugdidi, 





• 




J 



of the Dadian family. It stands in a lovely and 
fertile situation, and having been amply des- 
cribed by other travellers, I shall pass to othtsr 
matters, simply remarking that the surrounding 
district of Odischi, is the richest in Trans- 
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Caucasia, save Guria, and that it contains the 
remains of an ancient city, whose history is quite 
unknown. 

The situation of the convent at Martwili 5s 
ahnost more enchanting even than that of SugdidL 

As Dubois de Montpereaux has presented a 
minute description of this convent, we shall 
omit all notice of the edifice, and content our* 
selves with observing, that the finest view ima- 
ginable is descried from the top of its walls. 
The entire district of Colchis, with its magic 
sylvan scenery, lay extended before us. The 
sky had become dear again, and was purer and 
more transparent than in Midsummer. The 
whole of Mingrelia and ]meritia» lay like a 
picture straight before us> cased in by a gilded 
frame-work of mountain slopes. The eye 
embraced the entire course of the Phasis, 
Chopi, Engur, and Tschenitskali, whose waters 
are fed by the glaciers and snows of the IHis- 
senta — the highest peak of the Caucasus, after 
the Elbrous and Kasbeck. This majestic snowy 
pile, with its two silver peaks towering above 
the great chain of the Caucasian Alps, present- 
ing a long row of snowy horns, pyramids, and 
domeSi forms the background of the Colchian 
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paradise on one side, and on oomparing it^ 

cloud capped summit with the silver pyramid of 
the Eibrous, the spectator feds doubtful to 
which should be assigned the pre-eminence. 
To the south and eastward, the eye strays and 
dwells among the plains and valleys of Mingrelia, 
Imeritia, and Guria, which are shghtly broken 
by gentle undulations. The white summits of 
the mountain chain of Adschara and Akhalzik, 
were quite perceptible to the southward, whilst 
to the west, the blue mist hanging over the 
mouths of the Phasis and logur, showed the 
watery expanse of the Euxine. The soft beauty 
of the Colchian scenery, near the convent, is 
only equalled by the sublimity of the back- 
ground of mountains to the southward. 

A sharp ride on our sturdy Mingrelian steeds 
brought us back the same day to Redut-Kaleh| 
where I found the three Frenchmen negociating 
a passage to Trebizond, with a Turkish skipper. 
The latter was desirous of starting forthwith; 
tor he well knew the dangers of the Euxine 
during the Equinox. His charges were moderate ; 
but our Greek host grudged even this unexpected 
advantage to the poor infidel To prevent the en- 
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gagement, the wcnihy son of Hellas mdidged in 

every imaginable falsehood, portraying the peiils 
of the passage in pitch black colours, dweUing 
especially on the insecurity of a crazy Turkish 
barki with clumsy maariaers, under the command 
of an ignorant captain, and even venturing a 
hint that the Turk would not scruple to give 
us up to the thievish natives, in some secluded 
part of the coast My travelling companions, 
as well as myself, were too accustomed to Greek 
lies, to be moved by these representations. 
They made, however, a deep impression on 
Fater Benedetto. The Capuchin was not well- 
versed in human character ; and his weakness 
and timidity were easily deceived. Some Min- 
grelians, whom the Greek had gained over to 
the plot, confirmed his statements, and made 
use fit the monk to work on the feaiB of the 
ladies^ All sorts of difficulties were also placed 
in our way by the Russian authorities. Our 
luggage was threatened with a rigid ^scrutiny, 
and we oould only avert the infliction by a 
shower of silver roubles. 

While my companions were wrongfiug and 
swearing, I made an excursion to Foti and to 
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the mouth of the Phasis. The road leads 
partly through the m^c sylvan scanty of 
Colchis, which, m every spot that is not invaded 
by water and marsh, offers a profusion and 
luxury inconceivable to the tmtmveDed Euro- 
pean. The three most genial seasons of the 
year appear blended into one, in this sunny 
climate. Thus, whilst those plants which 
Colchis shares with Germany were already 
tinged with autumnal hues, the half-ripe grapes, 
which are later in coming to maturity in Min- 
grelia than on the Rhine, reminded you of 
summer; whereas the profusion of evwgreens, 
of wild ibvvers, and of vernal plants, together 
with the soft) voluptuous atmosphere, cheated 
the ima^nation with thoughts of spring. The 
nearer I approached the mouth of the Phasis, 
the mightier waxed the timber-trees, whilst the 
exuberance and dimensions of the creepers 
seemed to rival the vegetation of the Mississippi 
and Orinoco. Nor was this profusion confined 
to the land ; for the waters were covered with 
innumerable nymphecs, exhibiting their splendid 
yurbitd and ydlow dusters^ reflected in the 
crystal mirror. 
After a ride of three hoursi I arrived at the 



Digitized by Google 



I 



250 GEORGIA, 

Poti and the iDouth of the Phasis. A hkie 

mist hovered around the vast garden of Guria, 
* the most splendid part of Colchis. Unfor- 

tunately, I was obliged to rest satisfied with a 
distant view of this paradise. After a short 
stay at Poti, I walked a few miles up the 
Phasis, and was ferried across the stream a few 
miles below Korld. 

A mild and tranquil day, the gentle whispering 

■ 

of Ae breeze in the wood, and the melandibly 
notes of the cuckoo encouraged a meditative 
mood; and I inddeed in lucubrations about 
the Homeric Odysseus^ whom some scholars 
would have traced in his wanderings to the 
coast of Cokhis. 

I was interrupted by my guide saying : " It 
will be dark, Sir, before we reach the krepost ; 
and we have eaten nothing to-day.'' The youth 
had followed and watched me anxiously as I 
strolled among the thickets, and put an end to 
my Homeric speculations by a very prosaic 
appeal to our appetite. Yet I was greeted that 
same evening by a nymph, tall, slender, and 
lovdy," at Kirke, after we landed at a hut near 
Poti. She was the daughter of a Guriaa 
fisherman who had built his hovel there* The 
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Gurian maid was not attired in a silver-white 

garment^ with gold-glittering girdle; but was 
arrayed, on the contrary, in gaudy-ooloured 
rags, only iialf concealiog her beautiful young 
limbs. Her faoe was unveiled ; nor have I ever 
seen more delicate features, or a more charming 
figure, even in Mingrdia. I caused my guide 
to ask the fisherman, if he would give me 
shelter for the night. A courteous word and 
the chink of roubles removed all difficulties^ — the 
fisherman made me welcome. The lovely daughter 
was not at all intimidated by the strangers; 
and one of our sailors told me, afterwards that 
the father would glady have sold her to the 
Turks; hut the girl preferred her wretched home 
on the Phasis, to the most brilliant descriptions 
of the Stamboul harems. A few years ago, the 
fiitfaer would not have much heeded her reluct- 
ance ; but since the Russian occupation, matters 
have somewhat changed ; and the most greedy 
parent cannot dispose of his daughter against 
her wiU. The Gurian maid handed me dried 
firuit, grud, and maize bread, with sparkling 
wine (here the portion of beggars), though not in 
silver pitchers and golden goblets, as at the time 
of Kirke, but m an eartfaem jug and wooden cup. 
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Luxmy has long desertod the hnd, nor has the 

Golden Fleece been recovered, even under 
Roisiiin rdk Nature, indeed, as bountifttl as 
ever, the flora as exuberant as of yore ; and 
dassie beauty is still stamped on man's features 
in Colchis. But though flowers, butterflies and 
birds are happy aad free in the Colchian P&radise^ 
the people are enslaved, unhappy, and wretched 
in the finest of countries. 

Night had descended on the Phasis. The 
fisher's maid prepared my bed, which con- 
sisted mt of " gorgeous piDows, purple covers, 
and domy sheets," but of bare straw, hard 
maize-leaves, and rushes. Thinking of the 
changes wrought by time, I kept out the oold 
with my burka, and slept, whilst the oW fisher- 
man and my guide lay by the fire, and the maid 
dissappeared. Nor did I see her again. 

The Russian fortress of Poti, which was 
built by the Turks, on the left bank of the 
Phasis, contains nothing remarkable. Near it 
arc situated the remuins of a Roman castle. 
Not a trace, however, remains of the Colchian 
Emporium of Phasis, so great has been the 
alteration wrought in the Delta, by the deposits 
of the river. 
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An idand opposite die Roman oastk eon- 

tained the ruins of a temple of Cybele, seen by 
Chardin^ and' it is probable, that this district 
embraces other antiquities, but few would 
ventUK to explore them, in these unhealthy 
and impenetrable morasses and thickets. 

The sea has retired bom tta walk oi Poti, 
within the last hundred-aud-fifty years, and tiie 
place is, if possible, more unhealthy than 
Redut-Kaleh. When occupied by the Turks, 
the garrison used to retire in summer to the 
uplands, to escape the malaria. The Russians 
who attach less value to human life, leave their 
garrison, and military colony at Poti, throughout 
the year, and it accordingly necessary to 
supply it entirely anew every ten years. The 
Muscovite government has often thought of 
founding an important fortress and port at 
Poti, but has been deterred by the fatal nature 
of the dimate. Paskiewitsch, Rosen, and others, 
have tried to make it more salubrious, by 
thinning the woods ; but all efforts were vain. 
Poti still remains a nest of fever. Dubois 
proposed to Rosen, to change the bed of the 
Phasis, drain the marshes, and secure a good 
harbour and island navigation, by important 



254 



GEORGIA^ 



.works. But such a gigantic undertaking 

would require an immense outlay, and though 
Prince Woronzoff is reported to have made 
simflar proposals, the Emperor Nicholas did 
not adopt them, preferring to build splendid 
barracks, and have a brilliant guard protecting 
Kussia from the invasion of Occidental and 
democratic ideas. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Keflections on Colchis— Present State of Mingrelia— Sail to 
Lasistan— Stay at Batonm— The Lasian People. 

Thb history of Colchis having beea fre- 
quently and amply illustrated, we shall not 
dwdl on its annals, simply remarking that flie 
existence of an ancient and high degree of 
cultore on the banks of the Phasis, is a mys- 
terious, but well attested fact. Passing to the 
present time, we regret to be obliged to admit 
that Mingrelia, with its gorgeous vegetation, 
lovely sky, and handsome population: a land 
apparently Messed by Heaven with every advan- 
tage — is not a happy country. If we analyze 
its history, its government, and the social 
condition of the people, we turn away with 
disgust and horror from this Cokhian Eden. 
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The stupid tyranny of its ruler, is a greater 
scourge than the pestilential miasmas. The 
feudal system is still in force there, with its 
most odiouis features, and the little that escapes 
the rapacity of the Lord, is eaten up by Cos* 
sacks, employ^Sf and a host of Russian locusts. 
There exists four classes in the population, as in 
Circassia. First, the Dadian, or king, who 
acknowledged the Russian supremacy in 1804, 
and who enjoys absolute power save in matters 
<if life and death. Next come the princes, who 
have considerable landed property, and are oc- 
caiionally refractory. The reouunder of the 
land belongs to the petty nobility, who can 
giiud the peasant with impunity. The only 
difbrenoe between the condition of Mingrelian 
and Russian serfs, is^ that the former has more 
method, and a traditional system of much older 
date. This system is some security, jas no 
Colchian dreams of violating oonsemitiTe usi^. 
Thus a peasant who is required to plough for 
liis lord would refuse to thnsh or make hay for 
him. But they accomplish their traditional 
duties without a murmur. On the other hand, 
it would be imprudent to impose new services, 

as 'be nvmntains and frontim are at hand (at a 
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refiige. If the tyranny of a Prince become in- 
tolerable, his peasaot coaim(»ily flies over the 
IVnrkish border, and accepts Islam. Yet such 
cases are rare, as the Mingrelian, like all un- 
cultivated people, is intensely patriotic. 

The worst kind of oppression to which the 
people are exposed, is the great hunts ci the 
Dadians. The ruler of Mingrelia, like his 
subjects, is the slave of custom. His ancestors 
were fond of the chase, and accordingly David 
Dadian has become a zealous Nimrod, and 
sweeps over every part of the kingdom, hunting 
deer, bears, and hyenas, through brake and 
thicket The impenetrable forests will secure 
plenty of game to Colchis for centuries. David 
Dadian has plenty of country residences, but he 
prefers to take up his quarters at his nobles and 
peasants, because his sire and grandsii^e did so 
before him. Nor does he leave the farm before 
his retainers have eaten the last chicken and 
loaf. Then the hunt sweeps onward and 
settles on another victim. This is the worst 
kind of oppression, yet no subject complains^ 
because it is a traditioiial custom. 1 have 
never met with so conservative or stereotyped a 

VOL. II. s 
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race as the Mingreliaiis^ and many of their 

institutions remind me of the castes of India* 

The Russian rule has occasioned considerable 
modifications in Imeritia. The serfs of the 
native kings have been changed into crown 
peasants, and have only to pay a very small tax 
in kind. Whilst a just and firm Govmor* 
general holds the reins iii Trans-Caucasia, they 
have not much to fear from the employ and 
their lot is enviable, compared with that of the 
Mingrelians. Yet, even in Imeritia^ this trans- 
formation has been very imperfect. The feudal 
immunities of the Imeritian nobles have been 
left untouched. The Russian government has 
certainly had the power, but not the iudiuationi 
to interfere with the traditional relations of 
princes, nobles, and serfs in Trans-Caucasia, 
nor has 4t reformed the iron feudal system which 
still holds sway there. In this respect, the im* 
perial administration has effected much less in 
Trans-Caucasia than in Poland, havmg always 
sought for support in the Caucasus, rather 
among the nobles than the people. General 
Rajewski, a man of great intelligence, was of 
opinion, that the only way to break the resis* 
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tance of the Circassians, was to side with the 

people, agaiDSt the nojbles. 

Od my return to Redut-Kaleh from Poti, 
1 found my French companions prepared to 
start The bargain had been concluded with 
the Turkish captain, and the greediness of the 
Russian employes had been satisfied. We put 
out into the Black Sea in a bark, manned by 
five Turks and one Armenian. The sun shone 
clear and briglit in the cloudless sky, and as 
there was a complete calmi our crew were 

obliged to take to the oars. Our gallaat bai'k 
swept over the dark green mirror of the £uxine» 
and before us were spread the lustrous moun- 
tains of Lasistan, to the south-east of the Rus- 
sian border-fortress of St. Nicholas, a range of 
bills which, though inferior to the Caucasus in 
majesty, presents a more ornamental back- 
ground than any that the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean can offer. 

The first Lasian village beyond the border is 
styled Tschoruk-sa, from the name of a small 
stream in its vicinity. The place belongs to the 
old Pashalik of Akhalzik, and consists of a few 
houses. Our bark cast anchor several fathoms 
from the shore, and the Turkish sailors carried 
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US on their shoulders to the beach. A curious 
crowd of Turks and Lasians was assembled oq 
the strand, and greeted the arrival of F^ter 
Benedetto with an explosion of laughter, when 
be appeared, trembling with fear, and hurried 
through the water, borne on the brawny should 
ders of a Turk, whilst his naked legs hung 
sprawling beneath his brown tunic. Our com- 
panion, Abb^ Vidal, who was a jovial fellow, and 
a good draughtsman, immediately drew a sketch 
of the group, and showed it to the Capuchin, 
who laughed good-humouredly at the joke. We 
only stayed a short time at Tschoruk-su, and I 
employed the interval to explore the vicinity. 
The captain added to our stock of provisions 
here, aud then we started for Batouta. The 
presence o( the seven greyhounds, and of the 
black pug, which the old French lady fondled 
like a baby, was a great cause of grumbling to 
the Turkish crew, as Osiiiaulis are well kaown 
to regard the canine species as unclean* Their 
mutinous disposition was, however, ovenuled by 
the captain* 

A languid west wind brought us to Batoum, 
the most important trading town on the Iiasian 
coast Our little vessel was there drawn up on 
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shore^ as thm were many symptoms of an ap- 
proaching tempest. We were hospitably enter- 
tained at the house of the British Consul, and 
of an Italian merchant, who was shipping a 
cargo on board a fine three-master in the port 
We did not resist his pressing invitation to 
ahara his board, and did full justice to his 
caviare, venison, and fresii fish. A couple of 
bottles of Gurian wine added to the cheer, and 
increased the inexhaustible eloquence of the 
Frenchmen 4ind of Pater Benedetto, who was 
delighted to find a countryman here. 

The Italian merchant was very familiar with 
the Lasian land and people, describing the for* 
mer as inexhaustible in fertility. Even the 
prolific pkins of Lombardy do not yield more 
numerous or more copious crops. The prin* 
dpal diet of the natives consists, as in Mingrelia, 
of maize, gomi, and wild fruit* There is abun- 
4ance of flocks and herds in the uplands. The 
exports of Batoum consist chiefly of skins, wax, 
honey, and, above aQ, timber for ship-building, 
of which an unlimited supply is obtained from 
the oak fiirssts on the slopes, and at the foot of 
the mountains. The inhabitants of Batoum are 
uoatly Tuiks and Laaians, mth whom commer** 
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dal dealings are much more agreeable than witfi 

Greeks and Armenians. Before the humiliation 
of Osmanli pride, ia the last Russian war of 1829, 
it was quite intolerable; but now, the Turks 
have become triendly and tractable people, and 
every connoisseur of the East places their private 
virtues much higher than those of all Oriental 
Christians put together. The Italian merchant 
pronounced a high encomium on the honesty 
of the Turks, in trade and in private life. The 
population of Batoum speak the Gurian-Lasian 
idiom — a branch of the Georgian tongue* They 
are partly sprung from Gurian renegades, whose 
blood has mingled with the Lasian Moslems. 

The roadstead of Batoum, is, perhaps, the 
best and safest on the East coast of the Euzine^ 
I admit that the anchorage is small, but the 
vessek moored there were perfectly sheltered 
from the storm, that soon after swept over us. 
During our three days' residence at Batoum, 
we saw many armed mountaineers of the 
Adschar tribe — distinct in type, and tongue^ 
from the other Lasian clans. I often met them, 
also, in my excursions in the woods. They 
were handsome men, and saluted me gravely as 

they passed* Their behaviour to Europeans is 
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free from hostile sapercDioiisness, or criDging 

cowardice. So secure is the traveller ia their 
district, that the Italian merchaot once made 
the journey to Trebizond without any escort, 
save his Polish servant These people do not 
carry arms to protect themselves from thieves, 
but because of blood feuds which are deeper 
rooted among them than any other Caucasian 
tribe* Fearful tales were related to me of the 
consequences of this unrelenting practice, which 
has extinguished whole classes, including infants 
at the breast, nor have all the efforts of the 
Turkish Government succeeded in extirpating 
it 

The Lasian tribes have certainly been long 
nominally subject to the Turkish Padishah, 
but they have in reality enjoyed almost complete 
independance under native diieftams, called 
Derebeys, or Lords of the Valley. The Pashas 
43{ TVebizond and Kars, were till lately, native 
Lasians, and the Pashas of Bajasid Musch and 
Wan, native Koords. The Porte used to rest 
satished with a small tribute, and leave the 
tribes to themselveB. Latterly, however, the 
Sultan and his advisers, have striven to confirm 
their authority in Lasistan^ by introducing the 
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Nizam, and cou^ming the Lords of the Valley 
under, the tide of Ajan. There are fifteen of 
these Ajans in Lasistan, but we have not space 
to enumerate their names and possessions. 

During our stay at Batoum, I made an 
excursion to the mouth of the Tschoruk, which 
is as broad and deep a stream as the Riou» 
with a bar of sand, preventing navigataou 
to ships of large tonnage. The forests surround- 
ing Batoum, have larger timber than those of 
Mingrelia, but there is a less exuberant growth 
of creepers, and my crop of natural curiosities 
was not so abundant as in Colchis. The 
character of the Flora is also different here^ 
and at Trebizond, and though the scenery in 
Turkish Colchisi is very picturesque, it does not 
equal Mingrelia in beauty. ^Nevertheless, the 
basin of Risa is the only spot on the Eusdne 
that yields a growth of orange trees. 

After taking leaye of the Italian merchant, 
we put to sea before dawn, and our little bark 
darted like a coquettish swan over the Pontiaa 
wayes to IVebisond. The first flash of dawn, 
tinged the Lasian uplands, and once more our 
eyes were greeted with the magic spectads of 
the Caucasian Alps. In mighty chains, they 
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raised their icy monuments, and giant citadels 
above the verdant pktns of Colchis, into the 
blue ether, and soon their rugged peaks were 
converted into glowing volcanoes, by the rays 
of the rising sun. This was our last salutation 
to these noble mountains, the home of the 
most gallant of men. 
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PART III. 



PERSIA AND THE KOORDS. 
CHAPTER L 

Steam to Tiebisoiid-^GoIcluaiL Cknst— 33ie CSzcassian Slave 
Trade^Airiyal at Tzeln«nid--AbdT]]kh TMol. 

It was on a fine spring morning, that I 
Steamed out of the Bosphorus into the Black 
Sea, en route for Trebizond, having secured a 
place on the packet ' Stamboul,' belonging to 
the Austrian Steam-Navigation Company. The 
sea was caim^ and though, perhaps, not 
equalling the polished mirror of a Swiss lake, 
on a summer's day, our sail was so agreeable 
and tranquil, that for the first time, I made 
a voyage on the JPontos Azeinos, without suffer- 
ing from sea-sickness. 

The vessel steered so near the shore, that 
we could plainly distinguish the outline of every 
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hSSly and all the innuosities of the coast, which 
consists of a low range of hills, covered with 
grass and brushwood. The * Stamboul/ a 
steamer of 120-horse power, proceeds every tea 
days along the Anatolian coast, calling regularly 
at Samsoun, but passing by many picturesque 
and attractive spots on the way, calculated to 
induce a traveller to linger there. Two Turkish 
steamers also described the same voyage at that 
time, every ten days, contending in fierce and 
angry opposition, with the Austrian boat. 

This time, the number of deck passengers 
amounted to three hundred. Greeks, Turks, 
and Armenians, had the greatest number of 
representatives in the motley crowd. Besides 
these, were several Persians, Tartars, and four 
Circassians. The first and second places were 
very scantOy filled ; for Europeans do not often 
visit the southern shores of the Black Sea. 
The tourist generally retraces bis steps west- 
ward, as soon as he has satisfied his curiosity 
with the picturesque wonders of the seven-hiDed 
city of the East. There was a young English- 
man in the best cabin, a Mr. Ross, a native of 
Malta, and attached to the English Consulate 
«t Mossul, to which place he was returning, 
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by Samfloun and Tokat. He had already been 

that way, and complained of the insecurity, the 
heaty and the tediouaness of travdling in Meso* 
potamia. Butta ha^s, however, thrown a charm 
over the hitherto monotonous life of the Euro- 
peans at Mossul, by his magnificent antiquarian 
disooveries ; and both English and French now 
emuhte each other in exploring tfie mythical 
ruins of Nineveh, and the antiquities of Ba^ 
bylon. 

On a former occasion^ when r^uruing from 
the Caucasus, by Trebisond to Constantinople, 
the number of passengers was much more con- 
siderable, and must have amounted to nearly 
a thousand, who were pressed together on the 
deck, like herrings. Amongst them thirty 
slaves^ closely veiled; they were from Colchis 
and Circassian and were en route for Constanti- 
nople. The nefarious trade of the slave-dealer 
in diarge of them, was visible in his counte- 
nance. I have seen ugher men in the East, 
but seldom one with so repulsive an expression 
of face. This man's physiognomy bore no 
resemblanoe to that good*natured slave-dealer 
described by Eugene Sue, in his * Atar-GuL' 
This fellow was rather thin than iaty and wore 
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a caftan of rich stuff, bordmd with fur. His 

countenance expressed neither shame, nor con- 
sciousiiess of the disgraceful nature of his 
calling ; the love of gain predominated ; and 
his self-satisfied bearing was indicative of the 
value he placed on his wealth. He considered 
his slaves as so much merchandise; and for 

that reason, bestowed some greater share of 
attention on the best looking, as being of more 
value to him. They v^rere dressed in better 
stuffBi were allowed more dehcate food, and even 
coffee. These he valued at from twenty-five to 
thirty thousand piastres. Girls of less personal 
attraetions, from twelve to sixteen years old, 
at from two to three thousand piastres. The 
latter came principally from the mountainous 
parts of Circassia; and being daughters of poor 
(Psohilt) serfs, had been sold by their parents^ 
from poverty, or by the (Work) noblemen to 
whom they belcMiged, for gain. The most 
beautiful and gracefully formed of them, came 
from Guria and Adschara. 

The captain of the * Stamboul ' steamer was 
a Dalmatian by birth, but of Italian origin; 
he spoke Turkish fluently. He told me that, 
notwithstanding the strict bk)ckade of the 
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Circassian coast, and the constant watchfulness 

of the Cossack boats, which ply to and fro the 
different Russian kreposts (forts) , in order to 
detect any concealed slave ships ; yet, in spite 
of every obstacle^ the slave trade flourished* 
The only result of this strict surveillance has 
been to enhance the value of the merchandize, 
and to heighten the eagerness of both trader and 
purchaser. The slave ships take advantage of 
winter, when the Russian blockade squadron 
seek shelter at Sevastopol. At that season, 
even the Cossack boats rarely brave the stormy 
waters of the Euxine, which, since the time 
the Grecian Argus steered across them, in 
search of the Golden Fleece, have engulphed so 
many vessds, and devoured so many victims. 
The fury of the tempests, so frequent during 
winter, and which scare the light Russian 
cruisers, and even steamers, are braved by the 
slave ships ; these sail at every season^ and in 
all weather — thirst of gain proving more power- 
ful than even the terrors of the Euidne. 

The coast of Paphlagonia is higher and more 
.mountainous than that of Bithynia, near the 
Thracian Bosphorus. Although we were at a con- 
siderable distance from the shore^ two chains of 
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hills running parafld with the coast, were clearly 
visible ; that to the south being the higher of the 
two, and their peaks more boldly defined, pointed, 
and picturesquey than the mountains on the 
Bithjnian side. The loftiest is named on the 
map, ''Monte Sacro/' The Turks call it 
** Gelembe-Burunnu." The mountain rises 
not iiEtr from the promontory of Septe, to the 
west of Sinope. They predict that it will he 
destroyed in the course of about twenty years 
by an earthquake— 4hat it is much altered in 
shape, and decreased in height, and that for- 
merly, ships sailing midway between the coast 
of Asia, and of the Crimea, could see, at the 
same time^ the tent-shaped peak of the Taurian, 
Tschadir-Dagh, and the loftiest summit of 
the Paphlagonian ndge. This savours of the 
fabulous. It seemed to me that its peak has 
the unbroken form of a lengthened cone, usual 
in rocks of trachyte-porphyritic formation, also, 
that the vast bulk of the mountain would 
scarcely admit of a landslip, aflf^ecting any con- 
siderable fall or settlement of its peak, or any 
material change of its shape. 

The remarkably rapid descent towards the 
east b very striking, it resembles the ruins of 
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some giant castle, tawerisg far above the acU 

joiuiog mountains, although those to tlic west 
approach it in height This southern chain of 
mountains attains one half the elevation of that 
to the north, which runs parallel with the sea 
coast, and is partially covered with copse and 
brushwood. The highest peaks were already 
free from snow, though it still lay in a few 
isolated nooks and fissures. A long stratum of 
clouds rested motionlees about half«way up the 
mountains, whilst their cloudless summits were 
bathed in the deep blue ether. As fiir as I could 
judge by the eye, I should imagme these moun- 
tains to be considerably higher than the Zaila, 
on the opposite coast of the Crimea. Their 
shapes are finer and more picturesque, and their 
slopes richer in wood and pasture, interspersed 
with patches of arable land. 

The third morning of our voyage, both sea 
and land were enshrouded in a mist so thick, 
that we were obliged to remain stationary at 
some distance from the shore. These dense 
morning fogs are very frequent in the months 
of April and May, on the south side of the 
Euxine. 

Between Sinc^ and Samsoun, the KisiU 
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Irmak flows into the sea; its fresh waters 

tinging the sea for more than a couple of miles 
of a dingy yellow colour. During summer, it 
dwindles into an inconsiderable stream, its shores 
are low» marshy, and unhealthy, clothed with 
wood, and a thick under growth of bushes. 

The mountains here recede several miles iD<^ 
land, but their beautiful peaks remain visible. 
Our vessel was, this day, frequently visited by 
swallows, turtle doves, hedge sparrows, snipes, 
and pelicans, which flew towards us sometimes 
singly, soEiietiaies together. I could not tell 
whether they were migrating, or merely roving. 
Two dolphins, smaller and more beautiful than 
those of the Bosphorus, followed our vessel, and 
gave wonderful evidence of their powers of 
swimming. 

Towards mid-day, we anchored in the harbour 
of Samsoun, and discharged both passengers 
and goods. The town lies at the extremity of 
a bay, opening towards the east, and north-east| 
and concealed behind very strongly-fortified walls, 
the construction of which is ascribed by Turkish 
tradition .to the Genoese. The roadstead is bad 
and unsafe; large ships are obliged to anchor 
at some considerable distance from the town, 
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Tliere were eight merchaDtmen of medium 

tonoage in the iiarbour. The Turkish popu- 
lation of Samsoua is said to be one of the most 
fanatical of Anatolia. Rajas (heretics) are not 
pennitted to live within the town. They in- 
habit the neighbouring villages, which are 
picturesqudy grouped upon the mountain 
slopes, surrounded by meadows, fruit gardens, 
and oUve plantations. The lai^gest of the villages 
is caOed, Jeni-Koi, it stands immediately above 
Samsoun, and is exclusively inhabited by Greeks. 
The other Raja communities are divided almost 
equally into Greek and Armenian villages. 

Besides fruit and olives, the neighbourhood 
of Samsoun produces quantities of Indian corn, 
tobacco, millet and rice. There is also shooting 
and fishing in abundance. The marshy thickets 
of brushwood are filled with numbers of pheasants, 
>\oodcockSy and snipes, which are to be bought 
for a mere nothing. 

The little towns of Unieh Kerasunt and 
Tereboli, are charmingly situated on the 
sea coast. The country here increases in 
magnificence, and the far-famed loveline» 
of Colchis, begins in all its variety of form. 
At Cape Hieron-Oros, at about six hours 
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west of Trebizond, we were so dose on shore» 
that we were able to enjoy all the beauty of 
the landscape; it was impossible not to regret 
the iadeiatigable whirl of our paddle wheels, 
which permitted only too fleeting an enjoyment 
of this charming spot, where it would have 
' been so delightful to remain stationary, in 
order to contemplate its beauties, somewhat 
more at our leisure, instead of hastening by 
with all the unsympathiztog speed of steam. 
Luxuriant green hills^ of softly rounded form, 
rise here from the sea. To' their verv 
summits, these foam besprinkled elevatious 
are covered with a fertile soil, and clothed 
in a rich vegetation of every shade of green. 
Groves of trees are gracefully grouped about, 
interspersed with gardens, pastures and fields 
of Indian com. Amongst the trees were 
many kinds of evex-green. Olive, oak, box 
and chesnut trees seemed to predominate, 
whilst bushes, mountain herbs, blossoming 
shrubs and wild flowers, decked the edges 
of the groves with a circlet of variegated 
splendour. Here and there only was a point 
of naked rock visible, showing the formation 
of this magnificent chain of hills, the surface 
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whioh gave birthio sudia fidneas of vq;etaid« 

life. Numerous valleys and ravines crossing 
the chain in different directionsi opened a 
charming perspective into the fertile interior, 
whilst the radiance of apring emiled forth 
from every deft, valley and ravine. Whatever 
may be written about the natural beautiea of 
Colchis, can only convey a very imperfect 
conception of the reali^. Turkey does not 
possess the most lovely portion of this classic 
landf wfaera» in anci^t times^ the worship 
of Apollo flourished, the God of day, whose 
fertilizing beams gave birth to the prolific 
nature of its soil. Guria and Mingrelia are 
still more paradisiacali than the district of 
Trabisan, and the banks of Phasia surpass 
in loveliness, the lofty green vaUeys of 
Jesohil-Innak and of Tschorokh. 

We landed at Trebizond before noon« 
This odebrated pkuse, was long the residence 
of an independant sovereign, it has been 
described of late, by more than one writer 
of eminence, Fallermayer 's brilhant descriptions 
have had so great and deserved approbation, 
that I dare not venture on the same ground, 
and will| therefore, spare my seeder any 
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detailed aooount €( fhe picturesque beauty of 

the towQ, aud the enchantment of the ever 
veidant groves and glades of Colchis. 

A letter of introduction from Sir Stratford 
Canning, to the £ng)ish Vioe-Cooaul Mr. 

Stevens, procured for me a polite reception 

and eotpfortable quaitersi in the house of a 

Greek merchant, a protege of the English 
Consukte* At Trebiaond there is a very 
general and lively interest taken in passing 
events in the CaucasuSi and on the frontiers 
of Russia. 

This town is the rendezvous of all Circassians 
and Abschasians, who maintain a eonnesion, 
for political euds, with Turkey ; of all the slave- 
dealers, who obtain from Cirassia a constant 
supply for the harems of rich Turks; of 
Buropean adventurers^ who, after trying thrir 
fortiues at Cairo and Constantinople as military 
instructors, turn towards Cuxsassia as a new 
field for adventure ; and, lastly, of all refiigees 
from Russia^ and descrtera from the army. 
Trebi^nd is in a measure the only town beyond 
Russian juriadictioii, ia which it is possiUs to 
get correct intellig^ce of the military move* 
wMwitfl- and doiBffs io iha Caucasus. AU iKa 
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foragn Consols, prindpally devote themselves 

to gain such information for their respective 
governments^ particularly the English. England, 
as is known, ha^s no Consul in any part of 
Circassia, not even at Tiflis, the government 
of Russia having expressly deprecated the 
presence of any British representative through- 
out the Caucasus. Since Mr. Urquhart's visit 
to the Caucasian shores — since the seizure of 
' the Vixen, and the adventures of Messrs. Bell, 
LongwOTth, and Neith amongst the Circassians, 
the mistrust of the Russian government has 
redoubled towards all the English travelling 
there. In some measure, England is esteemed 
by both Turks and mountaineers, as the pro- 
tecting power, of all anti-Russian dements; 
and France though a rival, was seldom, and 
Austria never, the subject of conversation. 
The French Consul, M. de Clairembauit, has * 
shown his benevolence in secretly sending 
Polish deserters, from the Russian army to 
Constantinople, where they form quite a little 
colony, and are assisted in gaining a livelihood 
by Count Zamoyski, and Prince Czartoryski. 

The Russian Consul, M. de Ghersi, a Genoese 
by birth, held at this time the most prominmit 
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position in the town ; well bred and agreeable, 

he knew how to secure the respect of the Turks, 
and his own authority, by his almost princely 
munifioence. He never visited the Ftoha 
without expending at least a thousand piastres. 
Each cawass, secretary, and hanger-on of every 
kind, expected nothing less than a golden 
badcshish from the representative of Mosoow^s 
mighty Padischa, and M, de Gbersi, did his 
utmost to gratify them. The most popular 
virtue with the Orientals is liberality, and the 
unusual generosity of the Russian Consul 
suppressed even the whispers of detraction, 
which his somewhat warm admiration for the 
fak Orientals might have given rise to. The 
influence of M. de Ghersi, with the crowd 
surrounding the Pacha, was undisputed. Even 
the cruel and tyrannical Abdullah Pacha — ^who, 
backed by the powerful protection of Riza 
Pacha in the IMvan, ventured to oppress with 
impunity — condescended to show the most 
Owning servility to M. de Ghersi, as he well 
knew that the Russian Consul was the only 
man capable of ruining him by an official 
collision. 

Abdydlah Pacha was the last Dere-Bey of 
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LaaistaOi invested with the digni^ of Facba 

of Trebizond, which had become hereditary in 
his family — the Porte haviog imagined thai 
the wild mountain tribes of Lasistan and 
Koordistan were more likely to yield obedience 
to a natire and hereditary chief. Aft^ the 
removal of Abdullah from the Pachahc, the 
Porte thought it expedient to try a genuine 
Turk in hia place — and Ualil Pacha, brother-in- 
law of the Sultan» succeeded the last of the 
Dere-Bevs. 

Abdttllafa Pacha's administralion forms, in 

the modern history of the Osmanh, an episode 
similar to that of the Turkish Nero, Amurath IV., 
and furnishes a remarkable proof that the 
attempt, rather than the carrybg out of reform, 
proposed in the Hatti-Scheriff of Golhaneh, has 
not put an end to Ifae possibility of abuse of 
power in Turkey — ^as ignorant or dreamy 
Europeans bdieve^ who already have faith in 
an Ottoman constitution. 
Abdullah was a man worn out by former 

excesses, and broken in health ; his sallow 
countenance and droopiiig eyelids were very 
repulsive. His infirnaities and sufferings made 
him splenetic and cruel« fortunately Con^ 
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stantinople was aot too far from Trebizond for 
him to fiet at defiancse the wbdsome restraint of 
the European Embassies and Consulates. These 
served as a check upon him, and obliged him 
to observe some discretion, even in bis cruelties. 
After the accomplishment of some misdeed, 
which even in a Turkish Pachalic, would excite 
murmursi or be likely to 6gure in the consular 
reports ; it was usual for several hundred purses 
to find their way from Abdullah's treasury to 
the Gulden Horn, with the worthy intention of 
aecuring the mteroeauon of Biza Pacha and his 
partiziins. 

I pass over numerous instances of this 

Turkish satraps' misdeeds, to choose one of 
recent occurrence, which I bad from a reliable 
sooroe, and which took place under the mild 
rule of Abdul Medjid, and of a ministry, for the 
most part, favourable to reform, and at no very 
great distance irom the capital 

Some Turks and Rajas, who came witih a 

caravan from £rzeroum to Trebizond, had been 
apprehended under suspicion of murdering a 
Levantine merchant under JElussian ]»x)tection. 
There was no oondusive evidmce of their guilt, 
only amongst their bi^ggs^e, efiectSi supposed 
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to have bdoDged to the murdered man, were 

found. The accused protested they had bought 
them at the bazaar at £rzeroiim» of a Jew 
pedlar — a statement in which there was nothing 
improbable. Abdullah Pacha seized upon this 
affair as a welcome opportunity of showing his 
zeal for the protection of Russian subjects, and 
his esteem for M. de Ghersi, as well as to gratify 
his own diabolical nature. He ordered^ in 
d^l, the tortures to be usedi in order to 
extort a confession from the prisoners. The 
Christians were to have their head encirded by 
an iron hoop, to be compressed tightly round ; if 
this did not succeed, it was to be applied red 
hot Some of them had a heated wire thrust 
through the most sensitive parts of the body. 
The night after these tortures, one of the Rajas 
died. 

Mr. Stevens reported these horrible doings to 
Sir Stratford Canning, who^ from common 
feelings of humanity, sent a dragoman from 
the embassy to the Grand Vizir and to Riza 
Pacha, to inform them of the whole circum- 
stances of the affitir ; he, as a foreign diplomatist^ 
having no official right to interfere in the 
matter. Both Pachas replied that the Porto 
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would take special cognizance of the aflbin 
They added, that no doubt the praiseworthy zeal 
of Abdullah Pacha to punish the murderers of a 
man under the protection of one of the greatest 
' of the European powers, had led him further 
than was quite justifiable. However, the affair 
blew over like many others, without the Pacha 
being called upon to render any account of such 
proceedings. 

A few weeks later, in one of his customary 
paroxysms of splenetic rage, he ordered a 
Greek, not a subject of Turkey, but of the 
Hellenic kingdom, to be flogged to death, 
and nothing but the energetic intervention 
of Mr. Stevens, who received him into his 
house, could have saved him. 

It is a tact worthy of notice, that the Russian 
Consul, M. de Ghersi, whose amiability and 
hospitality have been extolled by all European 
travellers, and especially by the talented 
Fallermayer, never, by any chance, made an 
elFort to prevent these horrible tragedies. 
When his intercession in favour of this Greek 
was solicited, this amiable gentleman coldly 
replied, that being the Russian and not the 
Greek Consul, he could not interfm, yet 
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if anything happened in the least prejudicial 

to the Persian transfer business, if through 
the cardessness of the basebi of a caraTan, 
goods were lost, or otherwise stolen by thievish 
Koords or Lesghians, thereby diminishing the 
dues of the rich consignees of Trebizond, 
then, M. de Gbersi, as Consul and merchant, 
was never backwards in seeking redress at 
the hands of the Pacha. 
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CHAPTER U. 

Journey iroui Trebizoud to Gumyscb-naueh — Colcliiau 
Aloimtain Landscapes — Dangerous Pass — A sagacioua 
Horse — Comparison of the Scenery with Switzerland— 
Gamysoh-Haneh— AdTenttties o£ » Poliak Deserter fxom 

• ih» CauoasiiB, 

Mr. Stevens, the British CodsuI at 

Trebizond, who was familiar with tiie countiy, 
advised me to travd post as far as Erzeroum, 
and to proceed thence by caravan. Accordingly, 
I left Trebizoud on the afternoon of the 26th 
of May, accompanied by the Pole, J aim 
Saremba, and by a Turkish guide. I had 
three saddle horses, and two pack horses, 
which were exchanged for fresh animals, at 
every post station. My Turkish postillions 
were also renewed at every rday, and I was 
thus presented with specimens of the most 
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various nationalities and manners, from 
Osmanii grandezza, . indolence and loyalty, 
(well known Turkish qualities), to half savage 
Lasians, and wily Armenians. 

The country rises suddenly and precipitously 
to the south of Trelnzond, and after a ride of 
half an hour, we halted to breathe the horses*. 
We stopped on the smooth turf, covering 
a mountain slope, from whence we obtained 
a last and magnificent view of the Colchian 
coast. The hssures and declivities of the 
mountains, the glens and the highland terraces 
were resplendent in the gorgeous livery of 
a Colchian spring. Both sides of our path 
were adorned with the exuberant foliage and 
gay blossoms of the Colchian flora, with their 
variegated festoons and garlands. The baro- 
meter showed the elevation of this spot above 
the sea, to be 1170 French feet. 

Haschiolan is the name of the first little river 
which comes tumbling down the niountain depth, 
dose to the caravan road, to the south of Tre- 
bizond. The next stream is the Tschebislik, 
in spring a copious muddy stream, swelled by 
the melting snow, whose course we followed 
for a long distance. On all hands, there was 
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abundance of short brushwood^ but no timber 

trees. The number of mineral springs in this 
district is quite surprising^ and it is probable 
that the Colchian- Armenian higUands embrace 
a greater amount of them than any mountainous 
region in Europe. 

I passed the night in a village, the name 
of which I have forgotten. The weather was 
tolerably genial in the afternoon, but towards 
evening the rain began to descend, and I crept 
into the wretched khan, in which several Turks 
and Armenians, accompanying a caravan from 
Erzeroum, passed the night with me. The 
following morning, as I was causing my luggage 
to be strapped on the horses, my umbrella was 
missing. I entertained, perhaps, an unjust 
suspicion of the Turkish caravanschik, although 
he protested his innocence by the beard of the 
Prophet. . 

It is only fair to add that, during my pro- 
tracted residence in the East, this was the only 
occasion that I had to complain of a theft in a 
Turkish house. Occurrences of this nature 
were frequent subsequently among the Koords 
and Persians, but it never happened again in 
Turkish quarters. 
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We proceeded at daybreak, with fresh horsesy 
and after a ride of three hours, we attained the 
highest ridge of the mountain chain. The 
bn»hwood aod firtrees. which had rieUy 
dothed the lower slopes of the ridge, disap- 
peared near the summit. The sombre pines, 
that reach the extreme limit of vegetation, are 
covered with long lichens, forming a crypto^ 
gamic vesture, protecting them like the winter 
clothing of certain animals, i^ainst the tempera- 
ture. I have observed the same phenomenon 
among the High Alps of the Upper £ngadin and 
St. Gothard. The elevation where the woods 
ceased was called, Sehana, by my Turkish 
guide. It is a singular fact, that a thousand 
feet above the sub-alpine region, and the Umit 
of forest growth, single fir-trees of proud and 
taper forms, are scattered in different directions, 
and attain a height of twenty feet. A similar 
feature may be sometimes perceived in Switzer- 
land, but I never saw single trees in the Alps, 
so high above the usual hmit of vegetation. 

Sehana has a striking resemblance to the 
country about Dilischan, in Russian Armenia, 
but the mountains have nobler and more 
picturesque forms in this district of Colchis, 
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there is a greater abandaoce cS Alpine iorrentSi 

and the voice of many waters is more sonorous 
and. melodious. Cascades were numeronSy 
though not of remarkable beauty, nor to be 
compered with the waterfalb of the Hash and 
other Swiss valleys. 

Kiostera-sou was the name of the turbulent 
mountain stream which ^bunders down the 
narrow pass of Sehana. We crossed, during 
our ride this day, three solidI)'-coDstructed 
bridges, each cousistiog of a single lofty arch. 
The green mountain slopes over which we 
passed, and which were decorated with a rich 
and splendid growth of Alpine flowers, afforded 
beautiful perspectives of glens, plateaux, and 
terraces, mingled in picturesque profusion, 
whilst the eye plunged into the woody ravines 
at our feet. 

We irequently met small caravans, consistiDg 
of horses and mules, returning from Tabris 
to Erzeroum. Most of the animals were slightly 
laden, and some had no burthen whatever. The 
importation of European goods into Persia is 
much more profitable than the returns yielded 
by that country. Most of the caravans were 
Armenian, and the largest did not reckon more 

VOL. II. V 



Digitized by Google 



290 PERSIA 

» 

than a hundred horses. When I expressed my 

surprise at their venturing in such smaU bodies, 
and with such costly merchandize, in this wild 
district, 1 was informed that there is no danger 
between Trebizond and Erzeroum. The Turks 
and Armenians of this district are of a peaceful 
disposition, and the Lasians are only formidable 
in their own territory. Nor are Koordish rob- 
bers encountered on this side of the table-land 
of Erzerouro, and frequent attacks of Koordish 
banditti are coni^ned to the road between Has- 
san-Kaleh and the Persian frontier. Hence, 
the small caravans make a practice of assem- 
bling at Erzeroum, where they unite in larger 
bodies, generally comprising three or four 
hundred horses, and prosecute their journey 
to Tabris under the protection of a Turkish 
cawass. My informants added that, since the 
Pachas had put in force a more vigorous re- 
pressive system, plundering expeditions on a 
large scale had become much less frequent, and 
there was greater risk from the nocturnal pUfer- 
ing and thefts of solitary Koords, than from the 
attacks of large hordes. 

Tlie weather was unpropitious, and the rain 
descended in torrents, and almost without 



Digitized by 



AND THE KOORDS. 



interimssioD. The ground was completely 

sodden, and our narrow mouutain path was 
dippery and dangerous* I have never passed 
such awkward places in the Alps, without ex- 
cepting the Mayenwandy in the Canton of 
Valais, and other giddy precipices, requiring 
a very steady head. Nevertheless, Eastern 
travellers do not quit the saddle, even at the 
most dangerous places, when the path is only 
two feet in width, leading over a smooth, 
slippery surface of rock, inclining towards the 
dizzy precipice under your' very feet They 
confide io the sturdy legs, as well as in the 
experience and sagacity of their horses. Indeed, 
accidents are said to occur much less frequently 
than might have been anticipated, from the 
dangerous character of these caravan roads. 
The worse season for travelling, is during the 
thaw, which occurs in April and May. 

I myself made and witnessed some personal 
experiences on this and the following day, 
which did not completely harmonize with the 
tranquillizing assertions of my Tuikish guide. 
Before we reached Sehana, I saw a mule roll 
down the decKvity, with its load, making a 
terrific datten Fortunately, the poor beast 
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escaped with a few bruises. A more serious 
accident befd a Turkish employ^, who had 
associated himself with our party. His horse 
shd oyer a slippery rock, fdl, and remained 
lying on the spot. Half the body of the Turk 
was imprisoned under the horse, and the re- 
maining portion of his person was hangin^^ 
suspended over the precipice, whose fearful abyss 
yawned ready to receive him. I had myself 
passed this dangerous spot only a minute before 
I heard the noise of the fall, and saw the Turk 
beneath me, in this awful situation. The horse 
lay witb the saddle turned towards the preci- 
pice, and I could not avoid the anticipation that 
at the first attempt which it noade to stand up, 
both the steed and its rider would roll into the 
abyss. But the instinct of the beast saved 
them both. The sagacious horse remained 
motionless, staring down the {»«ci|nce, with 
foaming nostrils and flapping ears. The Turk 
was equally immoveable; he saw his danger, 
and did not even dare to cry out, for fear of 
alarming the horse. Nor could we venture to 
approach him, without taking the greatest 
precaution. Whilst the Pole and myself 
alighted and approached him from above, the 
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IWk's companions had already seiased the 

bridle, and the coat-tails of the rider ; and man 
and beast were presently safely raised on their 
six legs again. 

We passed the second night in the village of 
Sehana. Soaked to the skin, I was not in the 
most amiaUe of tempers. Happily a cheerful 
fire was awaiting the arrival of guests in the 
little Turkish coffee-house. The best place was 
immediately assigned to me, my clothes were 
dried, and I was handed an excellent cup of 
coffee, equalling the most fragrant produce of a 
Stamboul cafe. The exhilirating effect of this 
grateful beverage, coupled with the rays of the 
sun« which broke through the clouds, soon 
restored my spirits, and made way for a roost 
agreeable mood, which was heightened by the 
melodious music of a mountain torrent that 
dashed down the rocks, close to our quarters. 

From Trebizond to Sehaoa, the scenery is 
among the most magnificent that I have ever 
beheld. The landscapes are, perhaps, less 
majestic than the view of the silvery peaks of 
the Caucasus, from the Terek steppe, possibly 
also less wildly romantic, and less exuberant in 
fiuUime glaciers and foaming cascades, than 
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some parts of the Swiss and Savoy Alps, yet 
they are almost more picturesque and encbant- 
ing than these favoured spots. Amongst the 
Swiss landscapes, the Bodeliy near Interlaken 
and the north side of the Lake of Lucerne, are 
the only scenes that have a decided superiority 
over the Colcbian uplands. The Trebizond road, 
as far as this point, leads you almost incessantly 
through passes of varying width. The slopes 
on either hand were decorated with forests, 
groups of trees, a splendid carpet of Alpme 
flowers, as you ascended higher, scattered 
cottages and Alpine huts, and, in short, all the 
ch^irming accompaniments of spring in Colchis. 
The Tschebislik, which flows through these 
passes, is at this season a furious foaming torrent, 
rushbg over the rocks in numerous cascades. 

Tiie following day, I rested some hours at 
the village of Actaso, on the banks of the 
Gumysch-Haneh-sou, a fine broad stream. Tiie 
bouses in this part of the country, are crowned 
with terraces of stone and mortar, instead of 
having the steep slated roo& of the Colchkui 
villages. A few ruins which were visible on the 
right bank, were ascribed by our Turkish 
cawass^ to the Genoese, but the remains 
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appeared too dilapidated to admit of our 
distingaishing architectural details. The banks 
of the stream are clothed in many places with 
beautiful groups of elm trees, willows, silver 
poplars, walnut, and mulberry trees, as well as 
gardens. Every patch of ground that admits of 
culture, even in the steepest declivities, is in- 
geniously used in this highland district. The 
meadows and pastures are not so rich as those 
in the Alpine valleys of Switzerland^ but the 
corn-fidds and gardens are more productive. 

The town of Gumysch-Haneh, which we 
reached at an early hour, is singularly situated, 
being inclosed in a basin by bare granite rocks. 
The houses are grouped in the form of an 
anipiiitheatre, on the dedivity of the mountain, 
which is so steep, that we were not able to 
reach the higher streets without dismounting, 
and leading our steeds up by the bridle. Even 
under these circumstances, the poor beasts 
found it veiy difficult to reach our night- 
(^uarters. The houses of the town are built of 
Stone and mud, and present a dirty and 
miserable appearance. I sent my Firman to 
the Turkish commandant, who assigned me 
quarters in the house of a Greek, in tolerably 
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easy drcumstances. Being considerably fatigued, 
I deferred my inspection of the town, which 
appears to contain nothing worthy of note. 
The silver and lead mines situated three miles 
from Gamysch-Haneh, sjte however, of some 
celebrity. The working of these mines, is said 
to be rather profitable to the Turkish govern- 
ment, though they are badly managed. The 
more opulent inhabitants of Gumysoh-Haneh 
have beautiful fruit gardens, which are situated 
near the banks of the river. 

Wliilst my Pole was preparing the pilaff, 
my Greek host brought me a tschibouk and 
coffee. After indulging in my frugal repast, 
and as we lay stretched on the divan, smoking 
and comfortably fatigued, I begged the Pole to 
relate to us the history of his escape from 
Georgia, and his captivity among the Lasians. 
He made no difficulties, and b^n by describing 
his adventures during the Polish revolution. 
John Saremba differed from his countrymen, by 
a greater straightforwardness of character and 
freedom from all ostentation and bombast. He 
spoke Turkish fluently, and conversed with me 
generaUy in Italian. The foUowing narrative 
embodies the substance of his adventures: 
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" I am neither a nobleman nor a peasant, but 

I belong to the burgher class, which is not very 
numerous in Poland. My father was a glazier 
of Warsaw, and T learned his trade, but on the 
outbreak of the Polish revolution in 1830, I 
entered the army as volunteer, was present at 
the battles of Grochow, Praga, Iganie, and 
Ostrolenka, and escaped without a wound or 
promotion. Most Poles will inform you that 
they were officers at that time. This is the 
practice with my countrymen; but I admit 

candidly, that I never became even a non-com- 
missioned officer. These appointments were 
commonly bestowed on old soldiers, and it was 
indispensable to be either a nobleman or a 
foreigner, in order to obtain a eommisrion. 
Aflter the&ll of Warsaw, my regiment fell back 
on the Prussian territory, but our hopes that the 
King of Prussia would grant us a passage to 
France or America, were disappointed. After 
being disarmed and retained for a few weeks, 
we were forced to return to Poland, and on our 
arrival there, we were distributed amongst a 
number of Russian regiments, some of us being 
sent into the heart of Muscovy, and others 
draughted to the Caucasus. The latter destina- 
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tioD fell to my lot, I was placed in a Russian 
regiment on the Caucasian line, which after 
many changes, was ultimately quartered at the 
camp of MangVs, in the vicinity ofTiflis. 

" There were,sixteeu Poles, besides myself in 
my company, of whom seven had taken part 
in the revolutionary war. The remainder were 
conscripts, one of whom was married. All 
Poles must admit that the Russian officers, 
treat them rather less harshly than the genuine 
Russians. This does not result from any 
peculiar sympathy for Poland, but from a 
certain compassion for people who are more 
cultivated than Russian peasants, and especially 
for those who have been condemned to the 
dreadful lot of military service in Russia, 
on account of political offences. The Russian 
officers, do not share the unrelenting hatred of 
the Czar, in this matter. Most of the Pules 
are moreover, more dexterous, than the great 
Russians, many of them being natives of towns, 
and as they learn tactics much quicker than the 
Muscovites, they would probably soon engross 
all the non<^mmissioned officers' posts, if the 
Russian colonels were not interfered with by 
the Emptor. Still our mode of life was hard 
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enough, and though we had a tolerably easy 

commandant^ he could not always prevent the 
severity and arrogance of his subordinates. 
Even when a Russian private does not regret 
his home, the bad fare, barbarous flogging, 

and vexatious discipline must always make the 
service irksome. During our interviils of leisure, 
we Poles used often to sit down in the thickets 
behind the camp of Manglis, and sing our 
national songs, or talk of our homes, of the 
past, and of our prospects, and how often did 
we all weep aloud as we thought of our bitter 
exile, in this wild country ; 1 admit that such 
exhibitions would have been very prejudicial 
to us, but we concealed them carefully irom our 
officers. 

" We devised many plans of flight to Turkey, 
but we were deterred from taking any resolution, 
owing to our ignorance of the country. Mean- 
while, we spared no pains to learn the Tartar 
idiom, and to acquire a knowledge of the road 
to Turkey and Persia, from the natives. One 
of our comrades assisted a neighbouring Tartar, 
gratis, in his agricultural pursuits, to win his 
friendship, and obtain from him, information 
respecting the country. The Tartar soon 
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detected his plan, and offered to assist us in 

effecting our escape. Flight to Persia would 
have been easier, but the Tartar being a zealous 
Sunnite would not hear of our seeking refuge 
among the heretical adherents of Ali. Ue 
advised us to escape to Lasistan^ which would 
be more feasible than flight to Turkish Armenia. 
But the Pole was oUiged to promise our 
conversion to Islam, as soon as we had crossed 
the Russiaa border. The Tartar, thereupon 
showed him the exact direction to follow, 
imparted to him the nunes of all the mountains 
and rivers that we should be obliged to cross, 
and those of aH vilhges, which we should have 
to [creep by. In cases of the most urgent 
perplexity, he recommended us to invoke the 
hospitality of the nearest Mollah, to confide our 
secret to him, and never to forget that we should 
become good Moslems, over the border. 

After we had finally resolved to desert, we 
passed three months in preparing for the attempt. 
Notwithstanding the scarcity of our pay, and 
the inferior quality of our rations, we laid by 
a store for future exigences, and tried to inure 
ourselves to hunger. Some of us had been 
mechanics, and gained a few kopedcs daily. 
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by doing 8ome work ; I, for instance, worked for 

some Russian officers^ as glazier. Our savings * 
were thrown into a common stock. The sum- 
mer passed away, the birds of passage assembled, 
and swept away in large flights over the hiUs 
of Manglis, and as they sailed through the air, 
we looked enviously after them, fyr we lacked 
their wings, and their knowledge of the way. 

We were, sevml times, undedded whether 
we should adhere to our plan. Some Malo- 
Russian deserters, sick of ;the service, and of 
barrack life, had been caught in the attempt 
to escape to theLesgbianSyand brought back to 
the camp by the Cossacks. Each deserter was 
condemned to run the gauntlet three times, 
between a row of a thousand men, and we 
ourselves were ordered to join in thrashmg 
these poor fdlows to death. But ttiough the 
sight of this punishment was enough to shake 
our resoltttbn, hope and the instinct of freedom 
prevailed. We fixed the day of our flight. 
Only one Pole of our company, who had married 
the widow of a Cossack, and had a child by 
her, abstained from our plan, and remained 
behind. We mustered at dusk, with knapsack 
and loaded firelocks, in an appcnnted part of 
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the wood. There, we all fell on our knees, 

and prayed God and the Virgin Mary, that they 
' would bless our enterprise, and grant us their 
protection and favour. After this, we shook 
hands, and swore to defend ourselves to the 
last extremity, and rather to kill ourselves than 
to suffer the Russians to kidnap us^ and flog 
us to death. 

Our party consisted of fourteen men, some 
of whom had suffered from fever, wh'dst others 
had been reduced by the wretched barrack 
fare. But the burning love of freedom, and 
fear of the fate that awaited us, in the event 
of our ftihire, gave wings and vigour to our 
legs. We marched on for thirteen consecutive 
nights. During the day, we concealed 
ourselves m the woods, but in the evening 
we ventured out of cover, and even in the 
vicinity of the roads. When we had consumed 
the provisions that we had stored in our 
knapsacks, we were reduced to wild berries 
and half-raw game. Happily there was no 
lack of deer in the woods. In the evening 
we dispersed in chase of them, but we only 
ventured to fire dose at hand, in order not 
to waste our ammunitioni or betray our 
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hidin": place to the kreposts. For the same 
reason, we did not venture to kindle a fire 
at night, and we preferred to freeze and eat our 
game raw, rather than run the risk of 
discovery. 

"Atter wandering thirteen nights through 
the woods, we had arrived near the river 
Arpatschai, without dearly knowing wh^e 
we were. From the bare and lo% summits 
where we were encamped, we beheld the 
houses of a large town, at a great distance. 
Ignorant of the topography, unprovided with 
a compass, avoiding all intercourse with the 
natives, we wandered at raudom over these 
mountains, without knowing clearly what 
road to take in order to reach the border. 

''The chase had been unprofitable during 
the last few days. I'he torment of hunger 
added to our exhaustion and to our exposure 

to the cold. We saw a herd of wild goats 
browsing on the cUffs, but our attempts to 
secure any of them were fruitless. They 
skipped over the snow fields with indescribable 
agility, and we wasted a whole day in our 
unprofitable endeavour to catch some of them* 
The last morsel of venison, and the last bit 
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of hard ration bread was devoured. The 

sharp mountain air and our exhausting marches 
mcreased .the keenness of our hunger. We 
were almost reduced to despair, and resolved 
at lengthy to try our luck, and approach the 

first village. We reaieaibered our oath, to 

die rather than surrender to the Russians, 

return to Manglis, and "get Hogged to death 
by our comrades. 

" The minaret of a Tartar mosque appeared 
tapering over the highest verge of the woody 
region. We approached it cautiously in the 
evening twilight, and met two Tartars, v^ho 
were cutting brushwood. These people 
informed us that we were 30 versts (20 miles) 
from the town of Gumri, where the Russians 
were building a large fortress. They added, 
that the fronti^ was only distant a short day's 
journey from us, and that the blue river which 
we had seen from the mountain top, was 
actually the Arpatschai, forming the boundary 
of Turkey. We disclosed our project without 
disguise to the Tartars, because they could 
scarcely mistake us for Russian soldiers, 
with our tattered clothes, and wild and 
hungry looks ; indeed they had already detected 
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mho we were. RecoIIecliDg the exhortation 

of the old Tartar at Manglis, we told these 
people that it was our firm determination 
to become good Moslems, when we reached 
Tiirldsh ground. We conjured Uiem by 
Allah and the Prophet, to send us some 
provisions fifom the village, as they advised 
us, by their own accord, not to enter the 
{dbice. According to their statement, a 
Cossack post was close at hand, and they 
assured us that the banks of the Arpatschai 
were so carefully guarded by Russian pickets, 
that we had a poor chance of getting 
across. 

" The Tartars departed, walking with hasty 
steps to the village, but one of our party, 
who knew the Tartar idiom familiarly, crept 
through the bushes to discover if they were 
honest people, and if we could trust them. 
The Tartars, however, observed the strictest 
silence on their way home, and returned 
in an hour, with three otiior men, one of 
whom wore a white turban. As they passed 
dose to the bash where our conmde hiy 
concealed, he heard them engaged in animated 
conversation. He crawled after them cau- 
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tiou8ly» and gathered enough from their 

colloquy, to discover that they were divided 
ip opinion respecting what they should do 
¥dth us. One of them^ whom we afterwards 
ascertamed to have served in the Oriental 
Life-Guards of Prince Faskiewitsch at Warsaw, 
voted that they should inform the Cossacks 
forthwith of our hiding place. But the 
man, in the white turban, strove to tranquillize 
him, and wished first to speak to us. 

^' The Tartars met us at the appointed place. 
The man with the white turban was a Mollah, 
and a fine old man with an honest countenance* 
After we had communicated our sorrows and 
projects openly to him, he feU into a long 
and deep reverie. Meanwhile one of the 
others, to our great surprize, addressed us 
in brolcen Pcdish, and informed us that he 
had been in Warsaw. We were so delighted 
at this, that we were ready to embrace the 
Mohammedan, but our comrade who had acted 
as scout, had meanwhile come up, and seized 
the Tartar who spoke Polish, furiously by the 
beard, reproaching him for his treachery, and 
threatening to kill him. The old Mollah now 
interfered, and promised us aid and protection 
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if we were seriously disposed to fly to Turkey, 
and accept Idanu We vowed that such 
was our intentioii, though we secretly prayed 
to our God and to the Virgin, that they 
would pardon us this necessary equiTOcation, 
for we wished to escape from the infernal 
service of Russia, without proving uniaithful 
to our religion. 

Before the MoUah left us, we required 
him to swear by his beard, and by the prophet, 
that he would not betray us, and we required 
the other Tartars to take the same oath. 
We wished to retain the former Guards' 
man as a hostage, but the MoUah begged 
us not to do this, and to trust to his 
word, adding that he would answer for the 
man's silence. Our most pressing want was 
for provisions, unfortunatdy the Tartars 
had come empty handed, and the pangs of 
hunger almost drove us to po with them 
into the village* But the Mollab cautioned 
us agunst this, by remarking that some 
Armenian families dwelt there, who would 
certainly betray us to the Russians. We 
suffered them to depart, and remained in 
suspense between fear and hope. The MoUah 

X 2 
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had prea us the parting advice, to watoh 

during the night, as it was possible that we 
might have been discovered by others who 
would betray us to the Muscovites. 

"We passed two anxious hours. Night 
had closed in, and the silence was only 
occasionally broken by the barking ctf the 
village dogs. As the village was not far 
distant, and the MoUah had distinctly promised 
to send us provisions immediately, our sus* 
picions returned, and we began to upbraid 
each other for having confided in the oaths 
of the Tartars, without retaining the MoUah 
and Guardsman, as hostages. 

" We sehod our firelocks, and stood prepared 
f<xr action, nor was our anxiety unfounded* 
We shortly heard the neighing of horses and 
distant voices. Tho^ of our conurades, whose 
limbs had retained the greatest vigour, crept 
into the bush as scouts, and returned with 
the alarming intelligence, that they had 
distinctly heard Russian pieces. Meanwhile^ 
the noise died away, and all became a:> still as 
the grave, the very watch dogs appearing 
buried in sleep. 

Even before it was dawn, one of our old 
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friends the Tartars came, aocompatiied by 

some strange faces. They brought us a large 
dish with riee» and a roasted laaib» besides 
bread and fruit. He informed us tliat our 
. position had been betrayed to the Russians 
by an Armenian. The Cossack captain 
bad summoned the MoUah to appear, and 
threatened him, but obtained no disclosures 
from him. As tiie Cossacks were not 
accurately informed respecting our lurking 
plaee, one of the Tartan bad led them on 
a wrong seent, in order to secure our safety. 
He added, that as the Tartars looked upon 
us as fellow-befievirSy not one of those 
would betray us, unless it were perhaps the 
Guardsman, who was a sot, a spendthrift 
and an object of general contempt in the 
viDage. 

"When we had appeased our hunger, our 
eourage rose with the recruital of our strength, 
and we determined to march on at once. The 
Tartars advised us not to cross over the Arpa- 
tschai, because it was too carefully guarded by 
the Russians, suggesting that we should proceed 
more to the northward, passing over the moun- 
tains by Akhalzik, where it would be easier for 



Digitized by Google 



310 FERSU 

US to reach the Turkish border. We then ex« 
pressed our thanks, and took leave of these people^ 
but scarcely had the hrst rays of the rising sun 
appeared, ere we heard the distant hurrah of the 
Cossacks, who, accompanied by a large body of 
Tartars, were intercepting our road to the valley* 
We fell back into the bush, and fired at the 
first group of troopers who attempted to charge 
into the thicket. Two Cossacks and one 
Tartar emptied their saddles, and the remainder 
took flight. After this successful encounter, 
we retired to the highest ridge again, from 
which we had descended, uor did we linger to 
examine the fallen. But a single rid^ soon 
appeared, waving a green bough, and beckon- 
ing to 118 to come down, and we recognized 
that he was one of the Tartars, who had 
furnished us with provisions. He informed us 
that the Mullah was agaiu at the old place in 
the wood, and that he wished to speak to us. 
He 'added, that we need be under no farther 
apprdbrasion with regard to the Cossacks, for as 
they considered that we mustered twice as strong 
as the reality, they had Men back to their post 
and sent to Gumri for reinforoem^ts, whidi 
would arrive by the evening. 
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** As we expressed some suspicioDs, the Tartar 
aflPmd to remain as hostage, and I went with 
three of my comrades to the appointed place. 
The remainder stayed behind and kept the 
Tartar in custody. We found that the MoUab 
was at the place with two of the people, who had 
looompanied him the previous evening, and we 
now learned to our astonishment, that the 
Tartar whom we had shot, was the old Guards- 
man of Paskiewitschy who had addressed us in 
Polish. Such a coincidence appeared to us the 
judgment of God, for the man, notwithstanding 
his oath, had betrayed our hiding-place to the 
Russians, who were abready aware of our being 
in the vicinity. The remaining male inhabitants 
of the village had been forcibly levied, and 

hurried off to strengthen tiic Cossacks, but they 
had all gladly taken advantage of our volley, to 
run away. We owed our safety to a stratagem 
of the MoUah, who persuaded the captain of the 
Cossacks to divide his detachment into two 
bodies, of which^ one was led astray designedly. 
Our confidence in the old priest had not been 
misplaced. He reminded us of our promise to 
pass over to Islam, on Turkish ground, he gave 
us likewise^ the advice to proceed by the 
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mouDtaibs of Akhalzik, and he dismissed us 

with his blessing, after giving us minute 
directioDS respecting the road, and our behaviour 
in case we fell into the hands of the Pacha of 
Kars, who was in the Kussian interest^ and 
might hand us over to the MuscoTites. We 
hastened back to our partyi related what the old 
man had told us, rdeased the Tartar, and 
wandered the whole day over the rugged ridge. 
The following morning we succeeded in shooting 
a goat, but as there was not a stick ot fuel on 
these bare mountains^ we were oU^ed to eat it 
raw. 

After reposing for a few hours, we continued 

our wauderiogs in the direction that had been 
pointed out to us% It was bitterly oold, the 
snow fell in large flakes, and a cutting wind blew 
in our fiMses. Towards evening, we perceived a 

small fire, and guided by its glare, we arrived at 
some huts inhabited by poor Russian settlers* 
consisting of heretical Duchoborzi, who had been 
condemned to exile in thi» rugged district. 
They appeared honest and kind-hearted people, 
who used cow's dung for fuel, and who gave u& 
the best that they had. IT^th tears in their eyes, 
they rdated the sufferings and oppression they 
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endured at the band of the Russians, and how 
they had been robbed of their property, 
and driven from their homes. The majority of 
diem had faDen victims to the hardships of 
the journey and the privations of a first settle* 
ment Their different oolomes were scattered 
over the mountains, and they . added that 
Grerman setdements were near, but warned us 
against them, and we determined to make a 
circuit round the German village. On the 
following night, when we proposed to cross Xhe 
border, we gave our last kopecks to these 
Duchoborzi, as we were perfectly aware that 
Rusttan coin wouU not pass in Turkey. The 
good people filled our flasks with vodka, and 
took leave of us with the kindest wishes. 

" The following day, the mountain summits 
were veiled with a thick mist, we could hardly 
see ten paces before us, and it was very danger- 
ous to descend the prempitoua dedivities, and 

ravines, tlirough which the rain-water poured 

in large streams. On the other hand, we hoped 

to pass the Russian border, here, undetected, 
because it had no defined boundary, being formed 
by the mountain chain. B«t the frontier posts 
had received latterly considerable reintbrcementSi 
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not only to repress the plague and smuggling, 
bat also to prevent desertion. We had been 
informed that we should be out of all danger 
on the opposite slope of the mountains, because 
no Cossack posts extend over the ridge, and 
the Turkish border began on the other ode. 
We were already indulging in unrestrained 
delight at having left the Russian territory, 
turned our backs on captivity, and evaded all 
dangers. 

" But who can express our terror, when the 
mist deared up, as we were in the middle of the 
valley, and we saw before us a Cossack post, 
dose at hand. It was too late to fall bade, so 
marching up in rank and file, we approached 
the station with measured tread. This stratagem 
sacoeeded. The Cossack sentry mistook us 
for a Russian patroL We surrounded the 
house, took prisoners the sentinel and seven 
half-drunk Cossacks, and learnt from them that 
we had not missed our way to the border, 
notwithstanding the fog. The detachment 
occupying this post, consisted of thirty men; 
but this very day, twenty-two had started under 
a sulMifficer, to patrol the road as iar as a 
ndghbouring post. Intelligence of our desertion 
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had . arrived from Gumri, with directions that 
the Cossack^ of the frontier posts, should he 
strengthened with a detachment of infantry. 
The sentry had taken us for one of these 
expected detachments. We had good cause to 
congratulate ourselves on the result of our 
adventures. We found refreshments in the 
kitchen of the Cossacks, and filled our knap- 
sacks with the residue, we also took their horses 
with us, and at their own request tied the 
hands and feet of the men, for as they had now 
become sober, they were terrified at their 
responsibility in having su&red us to secure 
the post, unresisted. Their minds were filled 
with alarm at the terrible punishment wliich 
probably awaited them, for although the fog, 
and our superiority in number were some 
»cuse^ they were certain to receive a severe 
flogging. At their request, we closed the door 
of the station, and hurried to the mountains 
with our booty, hoping to reach our destmation, 
without farther accidents. 

■ 

*^ At the first Turkish post, we halted, related 
our story and expressed our wish to be trans- 
ported to Constantmople. We were obliged 
to give up our arms» and our arrival was 
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announced the same day, to the Pacha of Kan. 

The Turkish commandant of the post, was the 
son of a Lasian Derebey, who tried to prevail 
on us to fly into the mountains, and invoke the 
{»:otectioQ of one of the chieftains, dependant * 
on the Pacha of Trebizond. But we did not 
confide in his statements, and wished to be 
removed to Kars. Meanwhile, we discovered 
that the Russian comoiiandant of Gumri, had 
sent a threatening message to the Pacha of Kars, 
demanding our extradition. Four days passed 
in anxious suspense. Couriers were flying 
backwards and forwards, between Kars and 
Gumri. At length, we were informed that we 
must become Moslems, to avoid extradition* 
The Lasian Derebey, now renewed his {voposal, 
which we accepted, and we were forwarded by 
night, under escort, into the mountains. 

" As we advanced, my companions were gra- 
dually separated from each other, and from me, 
and when we remonstrated, we were informed 
that it was essential for our security* On the 
third morning all my comrades had vanished, 
I, at length, lost aU courage and sobbiog aloud, 
cursed my unhappy lot. 

I soon discovered that the treacherous Beg, 
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had sold us to some Lasian sjaye-tradersy and 

I was taken by them to a valley in the district of 
of Adschara. Here I became the slaye of a hard 
master, and my privations and suiferings brought 
on a fever» which endangered my life, Alt Beg» 
my master, was afraid of losing me, and consented 
to sell me to a Turkish slave-dealer^ my request 
being supported by his young wife, who seemed • 
to pity me. After enduring noany hardships in 
Adschara, I was forwarded to Riseh, and thenoe 
to Trebizond, But here I was exposed to the 
risk of a still greater misfortune, because the 
slave-dealerj intentionally or ignorantly, brought 
me to the house of the Russian instead of 
the French Consul. 

Happily, I escaped to the latter, who was at 
that time, a most kind-hearted mia, and he 
took me under the |MX)tection of France, sent 
me to Galatz, where I laboured at my trade, 
married a Greek woman, and became the £ither 
of two children, who will be delighted if I save 
up some money, and bring them some pretty 
things from Persia. My trade is not very 
profitable, but I have received pecuniary aid 
from Count Zamoyski and Prince Czartoryski, 
notwithstanding the large colony of Poles 
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claiming charity. It is singular that I have 

never heard anything of my fourteen comrades, 
and you may infer the probable fate of most 
deserters in the Caucasus. For my part, I 
would gladly give the last morsel of bread to 
secure their freedom, or learn their fate.** 
Such was the nnvanushed tale of John 
♦ Saremba, and at its conclusion, a deep shade of 
mdancholy settled on his features, as he reflected 
on the dismal fate of his scattered countrymen, 
whilst laige tears feU fast on his bushy 
moustaches, as he wished me good-night, after 
Ming and handing me my tschibouk and my 
last cap of coffee. 

We continued our journey on the 29 th 
of May, smd passing through Barburt, reached 
£rzeroum on the 1st of June. As this road 
has been so frequently traversed and described 
by recent travellers, we shall avoid the repetition 
of details which may be found elsewhere, espe- 
cially as this part of our journey was not marked 
by any unusual adventure, though I encountered 
an accident that might have proved serious, by 
the fall of my horse, the day before our arrival 
at Erzeroum. Happily my injuries were con- 
fined to a few bruises, and we reached in safety 
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the capital of Armenia, where I met with a 

hospitable aacl friendly reception at the different 
European Consulates, and at the residence of 
Colonel (now General) Williams, who was at 
that time appointed Commissioner, to determine 
the Turco-Persian border, with joint Com- 
missioners appointed by Russia, Persia and 
Turkey. 

I shall avoid all farther notice of this boundary 

question, and of Erzeroum and its precincts, 
these matters having been ably dealt with in 
Mr. Curzon's "Armenia," and having formed 
my arrangements to accompany a capmoi tOi^ 
Tabris, I shaD request the reader tOi^pqc^piany,.^^ 
me to Koordistan and the Persian bprdek*. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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INTEBESTIVO WOBES. 



MEMOIRS OF THE BI6HT HONOXnUBLE 

RICHiVED LALOK SHEIL ; 

WITH EXTRACTS FROM HIS SPEEOHESt LETTERS, AND 

CONVERSATIONS^ &e. 

By TOBRENS M-CULLAGH, Es^. 

2 Tob. pott 8m 

" Wc feel assured tliat Mr. M'CulUgU's Work wUl be received with general 
saifsfiKtioo."— Zteofy GageUe, 

Sach a man as Shcil eniinentty detarred ftbiograpliy, and B(r. M*Callagh 
has, wc thiak, proved himself an exceedingly proper person to undertake it. 
HiH narrative is lucid and pleasant, sound and heartv in seatiment, and sen- 
sible in djflBertation ; altogether we maj emphatiealfy eall this an oxedbnt 
biognph7.*'-«Jla% New, 

" In these memoirs ample justice is done to one of Ireland's most brilliant 
wortbies, bj which it is sbown that Richard Lalor Sbeil will ever hold a rela- 
tive ponUon iHih eodi men aa Biu^ and Comui, Sheridan and Moora. The 
Tolnnm will deliglhit the aindent and chann the general reader.**— ifeiMN^^ 



MR. SHEIL'S 
LEGAL AND POLITICAL SKETCHES. 

2 vols, post 8vo, 21s. 

" We can corJiallr recommend these Sketches as intcrestinf; in matter and 
brilliant in coroposiUon. Their literary merit is very great. The revelations 
of the Jeaoita are very remarkable. 'Jiie afcetehea <v the Iiirii Bar naint the 
characters of tho leaotDg petBona m Iriah poiUtiea with gnphin fdwity.'*— 

Athemeum. 

** 0f the great power and brilliancy of these papers there can be no second 
ojMnion. In tbo Britbh senate, as in his own native land, the name of Richard 
Lalor Shdl will be long remembered in connexion with elooaence and learning 
and with genius. In tnese volumes he has left a memorial of all the gems of 
his rich and varied intellect— every phase and line of his versatile and prohhc 
mbd.**— DttSfti • — 



" These volumes contdn more matter of hi;;h and endnring interest to all 

classes of readers than any publication of equal extent profc^si?ic^ to illustrate 
the social and literary positioni or treat ot the domestic mauuers of the 
eonntiy."— MIm MaiL 
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INTEBESTINa WORKS. 



CHEAP EDITION Of MISS BUANET'S BIAE7. 

In Seitm ViAmes, smaU 890, EMBSixmatD with PiOBTRAirSf 
Prke eocA, elegantiy Inmnd, tkfier of ahick mag be had a^garaU^^ 

DIARY AND LETTERS 

OF 

MADAME D'ARBLAY, 

AUTHOR OF "EVELINA," "CECILIA," &c. 
niGI<Ul>IHO THK FE&IOD OF 

KEB BESIDENGE AT THE GOUBT OF Q13EEN GHABLOTTE. 



OPIinOKS OF THE PEESS. 

EDlXnUKGlT REVIEW. 

*'Mad«me O'Arblaj lived to be li classic* Time set on her £une| before 
■he -vraiit \matj that acmiI ^vhkh is sddoiii let exeepl on the fiune of the de- 
parted. All those whom we have been accustomed to revere as intellectual 

]t it'-iarch8 seemetl children when compared with lu r ; for Burke had sat tip 
ali night to read her writings, and Johnson had prououuced her superior to 
I'ielding, when Rogers was still a schoolboys, and Sonthej stall in petticoats. 
Her Diary is written in her earliest and best manner; in tnic woman's En^- 
lishf clear, natoralf and lively. It ought to be consulted by every person who 
ivishes to be well acqnuntM with the hiateiy of our Utwatnn and onr 
manneia." 

TIMKS. 

"Ifiss Barney's work ought to be placed beside Bos well's ' Life,' to which 
itftzms an excwmt supplement.'* 

1 ITFRAEY GAZKITE. 

I 

" This publication will take its place in the libraries beside Walpole and 
BoBwelL" 

HBSSBtrOKB. 

**This wwk may be oimudered a kmd of supplement to Boawdl's IJ& of 

Jolinson. It is a ueantiful pictiu e cf society a.s it existed in manners, taste, 
and literature, in the reign of George the 'ihird, drawn by a pencil as vivid 
and brilliant as that of any of the celebrated persmis who composed the circle.'* 

POST. 

"Miss Buiney's Diary, snorkling with wit, teeming with lively anecdote 
and debetabl e gossip, toA nill of aoaod and discreet views of persons and 
things, win bopemsed with interest by all dasses of reados.*' 
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CHEAP EBIHOH OP THB LIVES OF THE ODEENS. 

N<m complete, in Eight Vohmes^ post octavo ^comprising from 600 
to 700 pages each), PHec ofUy 7s* 6d. per Vdume, elegantly bounds 
eUher of wMdk majr had aeparaidi^^ to complete Mto, 

LIVES OF THE QUEENS 

OF ENGLAND. 

BY AGN£S STRICKLAND. 

SB^Uateti Ibc isxpuss permission to ^er J^ajestfi. 
EMBELLISHED WITH POETRAITS OF EVERT QUEER, 

BKACTXrULLT ESQRAYED F&OU THK MOST AUTHKNTIC SOURCES. 

In announcing a cheap Edition of this important and inte- 
resting work, wlndi has been considered uuit^ue in biographical 
literature, the publisiiers again be*^ to direct attention to the 
followinp^ extract from the iLutlior's preface: — "A revised 
edition ut tlic ' Lives of the Queens of England, emljoclyinp;' 
the important collections which have been brought to light 
since tEe a^pearanoa of earlier impressions, b now offered to 
the worlds embelfislied m&i Portraits of every Queen, from 
authentic and properly verified sources. The series^ com- 
mencing wiHi the oonsort of William the CoDqueror^ ooenbies 
that m«»t interesting and important period of onr national chro- 
nology, from thed^th of the last monarch of the Anglo-&ucon 
line, £dward the Confessor, to the demise of the last iOTereign 
of the royal house of Stuart, Queen Anne, and comprises therein 
thir^ queens who have worn the crown-matrimonial, and four 
the re|^ diadem of this realm. We have related the parentage 
of every qneeiiy described her education, traced the influence 
of family connexions and natioiial habits on her conduct, both 
public and private, and given a concise outline of the domestic, 
as vrell as the general history of her times, and its effects on 
her character, and we have done so v. ith singleness of heart, 
unbiassed by selfish interests or narrow vip\v?. Such as they 
were in life we have endeavoured to portray them, both in 
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LIVES OF THE QUEENS— conlitNMdL 

good and illy without regard to any other considerations than 
the development of the/nc/t. Their sayings, their doings, their 
manners, their costume, will he found faithfully chronicled in 
this work, which also includes the most interesting of their 
letters. The hope that the * Lives of the Queens of England* 
might be regarded as a national work, honourable to the 
female character, and generally useful to society, has encou- 
raged us to the completioa of the task." 

OFIfilOHS OF THE PBESS. 

FBOM TUT! TIMES. 

^ These volumes have the iascination of romance united to the integrity of 
liiBtory. The work is written by a ladj of eomndeniUe learning, indefatigable 

industr}', aiiJ careful jiulgirifnt. All these qualifications for a biographer and 
an historian she has brought to bear upon the subject of lier volumes, and from j 
them has resulted a narrative interesting to all, and more particularly interest- i 
I mg to that portion of the community to whom the more refined researches of 
literature afford pleasure and instniction. The whole work should be read, 
and no doubt will be read, by all who are anxious for information. It is a lucid 
arranj^ement of facts, derived from authentic Mmrees, exhibiting a combination 
of industry, learnln^% judgmeat| and impartiality, not oftoinwt with in bio* 
graphers oi crowned heads. 

" A remarkable and tmly great historical work. In this series of biographies, 
in which the severe truth of history takes almost the wildness of romance, it is 
the s:n£]:nlar merit of Miss Strickland that her research has enabled her to throw i 
new Ugiit on many doubtful passages, to bring forth fre^h facts, and to render 
every portion of our annals which she has described an interesting and valuable 
study. She has gwon a most valnaLle contribution to the history of England, 
and we have no hesitation iu aitirming that no one can be said to possess an 
accurate knowledge of the history of the countrj who has not stndkd this truly 
national work, which, in this new edition, has received all the aids that further 
research on the part of the author, and of embellishment on the part of the pub- 
lishers, could tend to make it stiU more valnable, and still more attractive, than 
it had Deen in its oripnalfonn.** 

MORNIKC^ POST. 

" We must pronounce Miss Strickland beyond all comparison the most en- 
tertainmg historian in the English language. She is certainly a woman of power- 
ful and active mind, aa well as of scmpulons justice and haneity of porpose." 

1 QUAXTBBLY RBYIBW. 

" Jliss Strickland has made a very judicious use of many authentic MS. an- 
thorities not previously collected, and the rei^ult is a most interesting addition 
to our biographical library." 

ATnEN.T:UM. 

'* A valuable contribution to historical knowledge. It contains a mass of every 
kind of historical matter of interest, which industry and research could collect. 
We have derived much entertainment and instmction from the work." 
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CHEAP EDITION OP PEPYS' DIAEY. 

Ni9w rmu^y, o New and Cheap JSditum^ piinkd uidfoirml^ ih^ 
hut eM&on of Eyxmr's Diabt, and comprmng aU ihe recent 
KaUe and EmendaHanay Indexes^ in JPbur VobimeSf poet octaioo^ 
fgUh UtriraUs^ price 69. per Vdlumef Juaubomelg hound, of ike 

I)IA£.Y AN1> COBB£8f 02n:>£NC£ OF 

SAMUEL PEPYS, F.R.S., 

BKCRBTAET TO THE ADlttRALTT IN TBB EBI6HS OF CHARLES U« 

AND JAMES IT. 

EDITED BY MCHAKD LOED BBAXBEOOKE. 



The authority of Pepys, as an historian and illustrator of 
a considerable portion of the seventeenth centur^^ has been 
so fully acknowledged by every scholar and critic, that it 
ia now scarcely necessary to remind the reader of the ad- 
vantages he possessed for produdng the most complete and 
truajtworthy record of eyents, and the most ap:reeabie picture 
of aociety and mannen^ to be found in the hterature of any 
nation. In confidential communication with the reigniug 
sorereigns, holding high official employment, placed at the 
head of the Scientific and Learned of a period remarkable 
for intellectual impulse, mingling in every circle, and ob» 
8er\ ing everything and everybody whose characteristicB were 
worth noting down; and possessing, moreover, an intelli- 
gence peculiarly fitted for seizing the most graphic points in 
whatever he attempted to delineate, Pepts may be coTisidcrod 
the most valuable as well as the most entertainiug oi. our 
Kational Historians. 

A New and Cheap Edition of this work, comprisinp^ all the 
restored passages and the additional annotations that have 
been called for by the vast a(l\ ances in antiquarian aud his- 
torical knowledge during the last twenty years, will doubtless 
be regarded as one of the most agreeable additions that could 
be made to the library of the general reader. 
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CRITiCAL OniaOMS OH fSFTO DUET. 

" Without niakiii|r any exception in &Tonr of anj other production 

of ancient or modern diarists, we unhesitatingly characterise this journal 
as the most remarkable production of its kind v- Iuc Ii has ever h<yvn 
given to the world. Pepys' Diary makes us comprehend the great 
Uftarieal ereiiti «f the age, and the people who hove s put io mm, 
and gives us more dear glimpses into tlie true EkigUsh life of the times 
than all the other memoiials of them that have come down to our own." 
— Edinburgh Review. 

Tiiere is mucli iu Pepys' Diary that throws a distinct and vivid 
light over the picture of England and its government during the peiiod 
succeeding the Bestoratioii. If^ quitting the hroad path of histofy, we 

look for minntc iiifr)rmation concerninfr nnrir nt innnncrs and customs, 
the protrress of arts and sciences, and the various brandies of antiquity, 
we Lave never seen a mine so rich as these volumes. The varkty oi 
Pepys* tastes and punoita led him into ahnoBt every department of 
life. Tie was a man of business, a man of information, a man of whim, 
and, to a certain degree, a man of pleasure. He was a statesman, a 
bei-espritf a virtuoso, and a connoisseur. His curiosity made him an 
unwearied^ «a well aa an vnivenal, learner, and whalmr he aaw found 
its way faito Ms taUets." — Quartfrfy Review, 

"The best book of its kind in the English language. The new 
matter is extremely curious, and occasionally far more characteristic 
and entertaining tlian the old. The writer is seen in a clearer light, 
and thereader is taken into his InoKMtsotd. Bepys'IKaiyistheaUest 
pictnie of the age in which the writer livedo and a vock of standaid im- 
portance in English literature." — AtJiencBUJiu 

" We place a high value on Pepys* Diary as the richest imd most 
delightful contribution ever made to tlie history of English life and 
manners in the latter half of the seventeenth century.** — Eraminer. 

" We owe Pepys a debt of gratitude lor the rare and curious infonna- 
tion he has ho(|iieathed tons in this most amusing sod interesting work. 
His Diary is valuable, as depicting to us many of the most important 
characters of the times, its author has bequeathed to us the records of ' 
his heart — ^the very reflection of his energetic mind; and his quaint but 
happy nanratiTO clears up munerous disputed points— throws light into 
many of the dark ooners of histoiy; and lays b:ire the hidden snMratum 
of events which gave birth to^ and snppoiiied the visiUo prognss o^ the 
nation." — Taifs Marjazine. 

Of all the records that have ever been pohUshed, Pepys* Diary 
gires vs tbe most Tivid and trustworthy picture of the times, and the 

deaiest view of the state of English public affairs and of Englidi 
society during the reign of Charlos 11. Wc see there, in a map, 
the vices of the monarch, the intrigues of the Cabinet, the wanton follies 
of the court, and tbe many calamities to which the nation was sulgected 
during the memonihle psood of flie^ plagoe^ andgenend liccntjooaneas." 
— -Jforntn^ P<m<* 
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Now in course of PubUcaHonj 

HISTORY OF THE LAXDED GENTIIY, 

M ffiinealogtcal iBtcttonarg 

OF THE WHOLE OF THE UNTITLED ARISTOCRACY 
OF EKGLANI), SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND. 

ComprisingParticulars of 100,000 IiidiFiduaU coatiected with them. 

By SIR BERNARD BURKB. 

M&ttt 3!SUng of Urms. 

A new and thoroughly-revised Edition, to be completed ia a single 
Tolume, uniform widi the Petirag^ and Baronetage (diTided into four 
parts, the first of which is now ready, price 10s. 6d.). 

K.B. — Communications and Corrections intended ior this Work are 
requested to be «ddreated «• ■oon as posnUe to Sir R. Bucket cm of 
the pobliilifiray 13, QkbA Maiiboioiigh Street^ LoiidoiL 



Thb Landed Gentry of England are so dosely connected with the 
stirring records of its eventful history, that some acquaintance with 
them is a matter of necessity with the legislator, tlio lawyer, the liis- 
torica! student, the speculator in politics, and tiic curious in topogra- 
: phical and antiquarian lore ; and even the very spirit of OTdiuary 
curiosity will prompt to a desire to trace the origin and pfogiess of 
those families whose influence pervades the towns and villages of our 
land. Tliis work fur?iishci=; surh :i mass of authentic information, in 
regard to ail the priucipai lamiiies ni the kingdom, as liu^ never before 
been attempted to be bfougfat together. It relates to the untitled 
ffimilies of rank, as the " Peerage and Baronetage*" does to the titled, 
and forms, in fact, a peerage of the untitled aristocracy. It embraces 
the whole of the lauded interest, and is indispeusable to the Ubraiy of 
Ofery gentleoMm. 

"A work of this kiod is of a luliuaui value. Its utility is not merely teinpo- 
ruT, but it will exist and be acknowledged as loi^ as the families whose names 
aad ^eoealogics arc recorded in it continue to form an integral portion of the 
EInghsh (XMistitutioo. As a correct record of descent, no family should be witliout 
it. The niriidsd adstocrscy have in this great work as perfect a dictionary 
their genealogical history, family connexions, and heraldic rights, as the peerage 
and baronetage. It will be au enilurin:^ and trustworthy recoru.** — Morning Post. 

" A work in which eveiy gentleman will tiod a domestic interest, as it contains 
tiie fullest aooonat of every known fiunily in the United Kiagflcim. It is a dio- 
tionary of all names, families, and thdr origin,— of every man's neighbour and 
friend, if not of his own relatives and immediate connezkos. It caoaot tail to be 
of the greateat ntility to pra^sssional men m tihoir resoarohss iMDSOtiag tlis mem- 
bers of di£forent famdies, heirs to property, &c. Indeed, it irill Megow as asess- 
saiy as a Dkootsry aa wnj offios."— iteffs MmeHger, 
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THE PEERAGE AND BARONETAaE 

01" THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 

BY SIR BERNARD BUfi££, 

VLSTBR KINO OW ABSB. 

NEW EDITION, REVISED AND CORRECTED FROM THE 
PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS OF THE NOBILITY, &c. 

With 1500 Engravings of AKMS. In 1 vol. (comprising as much matter 
M twenty ordinaxy volnmes), 89b. ooimd. 

The fiiUowiiig is a List of the Principal Gontenta ef tbis Standard Work 



I. A full and interesting history of 
eacli order of the English Nobility, 
showing its origin, rise, titles, imma- 
nltins, privileges, &c. 

II. A complete Memoir of the Queen 
and Koyal Family, forming a brief 
genealogical History of the Sovereign of 
tliis country, and deducing the descent 
of the Plantagenets, Tudors, Stuarts, 
and Guelphs, through their various 
ramifications. To this section is ap- 
pended a list of those Peers and others 
wiio inherit the distingoisbed honour 
of Quartermg the Boyal Anna of 
Plantagenet, 

III. An Authentic table of Precedence. 

IV. A perfect History of All the 
Peeks and Baronets, with the 
fullest details of tbeir nricestors and 
descendants, and particuiurs respecting 
every collateral member of each nmily, 
and all intermarriakges, &c. 



V. The Spiritual Lorda, 

VI. Foreign Noblemen, subjects by 
birth of the British Crown. 

VII. Extinct Peerages, of which 

descendants still exist. 
Vill. Peerages claimed. 

IX. Surnames of Peers and Peeresses, 
with Heirs Apparent and Presumptive. 

X. Courtesy titles of Eldest &m? 

XI. Peerages of the Three Kiogdi^ais 
in order of Precedence. 

XII. Baronets in order of Precedence. 

XIII. Privy Councillors of England 
andlrehmd. 

XIV. Daughters ofPeen married to 
Commoners. 

XV. ALLTHEORDEBSOFEMIGflT- 

HOOD, with every Kiu^t and all the 

Knights Bachelors. 

XVI. Mottoes translated, with poeti- 
cal illnstratkos. 



** The most complete, the most convenient, and the cheapest work of the Idnd 

over given to the public." — Stm. 

Tlie best genealogical and heraldic dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage, 
and the first authority on all questions affecting the aristocracy."-- G/oie. 

** For the a5nazing quantity of personal and family history, admirable arrange- 
ment of detail^, and accuracy of mformation, tbis geneainpral and heraldic 
dictionary is without a rivaL It is now the standard and acknowledged book of 
referenee upon an qneationa touching pedi^ee, and direct or collateral affinity 
with thr titled aristocracy. The lineage of each distinguished house is deduced 
through all the various ramifications. Every collateral branch, however remotely 
connected, is introduced ; and the alliances are so carefhllT inserted, as to show, 
in all instances, the connexion which so intimately exists between the titled and 
untitled aristocracy. Wc have also mnch most entertaining historical matter, 
and many very curious and interesting fianily traditions. The work is, in fact, a 
complete cyclopsedia of the whole titled classes of the empire, supplying all the 
information that can possibly be desired on the ialyect.'' — Jiformi^ Jrott, 
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CHEAP SDITIOK OF THB 

DIAEY AND COERESPONDENCE OF 

JOHN EVELYIf, RKS. 

OOMPBXSDIQ ALL THE DCPOSTAirr ADDXTIjONAL K0TX8, ISIXBBS, AMD OTHER 

ILLQSntATIOim LAST XAOB. 

iVbw conmUtedj with PortrmU, iH Four Volumes, post octavo (either of 
whiek nutjf be bad ieparatefy)f price 6«. tach^ kandeomefy bounds 

'^We rejdoe to weleomo this betntifiil and compaetcditioD of Evelyn. It is 

intended as a companion to the recent edition of Pcpys, and presents similar claims 
to interest and notice. Evelyn was greatly above the vast majority of his con- 
temporaries, and tiie IMaiy which records the inddentsin bis long life, extending 
over the greater part of a century, is deservedly esteemed one of the most valoaLle 
and interesting books in the language. Evelyn took part in the breaking oat of 
the civil war andnst (Carles I., ana be lired to seeWuHam of Orange ascend the 
throne. Through the days of Strafford and Laud, to those of Sancroft and Ken, he 
was the steady friend of moderation and pence in the English Churcfj. He 
interceded alike for the royalist and the regicide ; he was the correapoudeiit of 
Cowl^, the patrou of Jeremy Taylor, the aiisociaie and fellow-student of Boyle ; 
and over all the interval between Vandyck and Kneller, between the youth of 
Milton and the old age of Dryden, poetry and the arts found him an inteliu;ent 
adviser, and a cordial fiiend. There are, on tbe whole, very few men of wHom 
En<i;].ind lias more reason to be proud. We heartily eommend ao flood an oditjon 
of this English classic." — Exatniner. 

"Tli!'^ work is a necessary companion to the popular bistorieB <rf OUT OOOntrji 
to iiume, Haliaiu, Macaulay, and Lingard. — Siui, 



LIYES OF THE PRINCESSES OF ENGUND. 

By MES. EYEUETT GBEEN, 

In 6 toIb., poit 8to, -witli JUustrations, lOf . ed. each, bound. 
Either of which may be had separateljr. 

" This wovk is a worthy companion to Hiss Strickland's adndnblo * Qoeens 

of England.' That celebrated work, although its heroines were, for the most 
part, foreign Princesses, related almost entirely to the history of this country, 
rise Princesses of England, on the contrmy, are themselves English, but Liieir 
lives are nearly all connected with foreign nations. Their biographies, oonse- 
quently, afford us a glimjise of the manners and customs of the chief European 
kingdoms, a circumstaace which not only gives to the work the charm of variety, 
bnt wldeh is likely to render it peculiarly useful to the general reader, as it Imka 
together hr nssnciation the contemporaneous history of various nations. We 
cordially couuueud Mrs. Green's production to general attention ^ it is (neces- 
sarily) as nsefal as Ustoiy, and My as entertaining as rQinance.''-^iS^ 
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Snt B. BTJBKE'S DICXIONABY OF THE 

EXraCT, DORMANT, AND ABEYANT PEERAGES 

OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND AND IRELAND. 

BaantiiQl^ idnled, in 1 vol. 8v<o, containsg 800 dooUs-oilinni pages, 

21s. bound. 

This work conncct.s, in ranny instances, the new with tho oltl nobHity, anfl it 
Will m all cases show tUe cause which has influenced the revival ol an extinct 
dignity in a new omtioB* It ahoald be particularly notieed, that tliis new work 
appertains nearly as much to extunt as to extinct persons of distinotklli for 
^oagh dignities pass away, it rarely occurs that whole families do. 



THE ROmCE OF TUE ARISTOGRACT; 

ANSCDOTIGAL XBOOBDS OF DISnNGUISHED FAUUES. 
By SIB BEBITABD BUBKB. 

New and Cueapee EDmoN, 3 vols., post tivo. 

" The meet corioasmcidenlx, the most stirriug tales, and the most remarkable 
drcmnstances connected witih tne Idstories, pabBe and ^vate, of our noble honses 

and aristocratk families, are here given In a shape which will preserve them 
in the library, and render them the favourite study of those who are Ir^t'^rostcd 
in the romanc»of re^l life. These stories, with all the reality of estabiislxed fact, 
tmdi with as mnch spirit as the tales of BoccacdO| and am as fbJl of atraaga 
mate §K liflaefeMi aad $mnmnL**^BnkHmkL 



SKETCHES OF THE IRISH BAE; 

A JOURNAL OF CONVEliSATIONS Willi CUEBF-JUSTICB 
BDSHE, NOW FIRST PUBLISHED; 

WITH OTHEE UTEBABY AND POLmCAL ESSAYS. 

By WILLIAM H£NRT GURBAN, Eiq. 

S Tola, poat 8to, 218. iNnmd. 

" Hr. Oiixraik*a skatdiMliava many elMbna oo our attention. The convcrsa 

tions with Chief- Justice Bushe — a charming collection of curious anecdotes — are 
full intores^ and are now printed for the iirst time. Mr. Cttiran^s own recol- 
lections of cdebrated persons are jost as strikuig aa tboae of Clnef'Jliatioe 
Bushe." — AAmauni. 

" These papers will be welcompd nnew for their animated style^ their graphic 
and iiometimes r(miantio narruiive-s, fur the pictures they give of many »moxis 
men now paaied away, and for the conscientious accuracy and pecfrot gbod taste 
which haa gofeniad tne writing of them."-^£«ammer. 
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REVELATIONS OF PRINCE TALLEYRA1^D. 

SeoondJSditian, 1 Toluiie, post with Porimll:) lOs. 6<L bomid. 

We hsye perused this work with extreme interest. It Ifl a poctoit of TaU 

leyrand drawn by his own band." — Morning Post. 

" A more interesting work has not issned from the press for many years. It is 
in truth a most complete Boswell sketch of the greatest diplomatist of the age." 



THE LIFE MD KEIGN OF CHAKLE8 L 

By I. DISBAELI. 

A NEW EDIIIOHi. fiEVISED BY THE AUTflOB, AliD EDITED BY 
HIS SON, THE BT« HON. B. DISBAELI, UP. 2 ?«k, »rh 2te. Imd. 

" By far the most important work on the important age of (Jliarle^i I. tliat 
modem times have prodtu»d." — QfuarteiHff Retrieto, 



MEMOIRS OF SGIPIO D£ RIGCI, 

UlTb bishop of pistoia ahd fkato; 

£££^OEMEE OF CATHOLICISM IN TUSCANY. 

Cheaper Edition, 2 vols. 8yo, I2s. bound. 

The leading feature of this important work is its application to tlie great 
qtiestion now at issue betwew oar Protestant and Catholio fellow-subjects. It 
eoatuiis a eomplete exposS ef the Bomish Chturoh Establisbment daring the 

eif^hteentli century, and of the abuses of ths Jesuits throughout the greater 
part of Europe. Many particulars of the most thrilling Idad are bron^t to 
light. 

HISTORIC SCENES. 

By AGhNES STMCEIiAirD. 

Author of "Lives of the Queens of England," ficc. 1 vol., post 8vo, 
eldgantij bound, wiUi Portrait of the Author, 10b. 6d. 

" This attractive volume is replete with interest. Like Miss Stncklund's 
former worics, it be finmd, ve doubt not, in the hands of youthful branches 
of n. family as well as *.n those of their parents, to nil and eaob of wbom it 
cannot fail to be alike amusing and instructive." — Britannia. 
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MEMOIRS OF PRIXCE ALBERT; 

AND THE HOUSE OP SAXONY. 

Second Edition, revised, with Additions, by Authority. 
1 YoL, post b\'o^ with Portrait, bound, €3. 



MADAME CAMPAFS MEMOIRS 

OF THE COUKT OF MARIE ANTOIl!^TTE. 

Cheaper Edition, 2 voJs. 8t<», with Portraits, price 7s. 

"We have seldom p<^rnspf! so ontrrtaining a work. Tt is a mirror of the 
most splendid Court lu Europe, at a iiine wheu the luouavchy had not been tihorn 
of anj of its beams, that it ia partienlarly woitbj of attentioD.**— CAroMfcfe. 



LIF£ MD L£TT£RS OF TH£ EMPfiESS JOSEPHIM 

8 Tola., Bmall Syo, 158* 

A carioiia and entertaininf; pSeee of doaneetie biography of a meet Mctra- 

ordinary person, under circumstances ahnost unprecedented." — Xew Monthly. 

An extremely amusing book, full of anecdotes and traitfi of character of 
kings, princes, nobler, geuerahs," &c. — Morning Journal, 



MEMOIRS OF A HUN(}ARIAir LADY. 

MADAME PULSZKY. 

WBIXTEN BY HERSELF. S vola^ ISa. bound. 

Worthy of a place by the side of the Memour^j of Madame de Staei and 
Uadamo GuDpan.*'— 



3fEM0IRS m CORRESPOXDENCE OF 
SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH, K,B., 

Minister rienipotentiary at the Courts of Dresden^ Copenhagen, and ViennUf 
from 1769 to 1798 mth Biographkai Memoirs of 

QUEEN CAROLINE MATILDA, SISTER OF GEORGE TIL 

Cheaper Edition. Two vols., post 8vo, with Portraits, 15s. bound. 
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Kow ready, Part XI., price 58., of 

M. A. THIERS' HISTORY OF FRANCE 

UNDER NAPOLEON. 

A SEQUEL TO HIS HISTOBT OF THE FBENCH REYOLUTIOK. 

As guardian to the archives of the state, Thiers had access to diplomatic 
papers and other documents of the highest importance, hitherto known only to a 
privileged few. From private sources M. Thiers has also derived much vuluaole 
mformation. Many interesting memoirs, diaries, and letten, all hitherto unpub- 
lished, and most ot them destined for political reasons to remain so, have been 
placed at his di&posal ; while all the leading characters of tlie empire, who were 
afive when the author undertook the present faistooy, have supplied mm mth a 
mass of incidents and ivnecdotes which have never before appeared in print. 

N.B. Any of the Farts may, for the present, be bad separately, at 5s, each. 



THE QUEENS 
BEFORE THE CONQUEST. 

BY MBS. MATTHEW HALL. 

2 vols, post 8vo, embellished with Portraits, price 2 la. bound. 

" Mrs. Hall's work presents a clear and connected series of records of the early 
female sovereigns of England, of whom only a few scattered anecdotes have 
hitherto been familiarly known to general readers. The book is of great interest, 

as containintj many nntircs of Enfjlish life and manoprs in the remote times of 
our British, Koiiiuu, baxon, and Danish ancestors."— Li^crar^ UazeUe. 

*' These volumes open up a new and interesting page of history to the minority 
of readers. What Miss Strickland li:is achieved for En^^lish Queens since the 
Norman era, has been accomplished by Mrs. Hall on behalf of the royal ladies 
who, as wives of Saxon kinigs, have mflnenced the destinies of ^nU&a/'~Smday 
Times, 

" Mrs. Hall may be congratulated on having successfully accomplished a very 
arduous undertaking. Her volumes form a useful introduction to the usual 
commencement of English history." — Sun. 

"These interesting vohinics have been compiled with judgment, discretion, 
and taste. Mrs. Hall has spared neither pains nor hi'uour to make her histor>' 
worthy of the characters she has essayed to illustrate. The book is, inevenr 
sense, an addition of decided valoe to the annals of the Biitisb people."— ^aSvi 
Messenger 

"Of aH onr female hbtorieo-blographieal writers, Un, BsH seems to ns to be 

one of the most painstakirifi, criurite, and variously and profound])' accomplished. 
Her valuable volumes contain not only the lives of the Queens before the Cou- 

auest, but a very excellent history of England previously to the ^sorman 
yBa8t]r.*'~06«ro8r. 
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THE CRESCEKT AND THE CROSS; 
OB, BOMASGE Aim BMLTriES OF EASTESH TfiAm. 

By ELIOT WAKBURTON. 
Twuvm EsRiov, in 1 vdL, irith 16 HIiisferRtifliui, Os. bound. 

A ImmIc ealeiilsted to pvm more pm^enSij nsefnl was nerer pemuA fimn 

the ' Crescent and tlie Cross' — a work which surpasses all others in its hom^ 
for the stiblime and its love for the beantifiil in those famous regions consecrated ! 
to ererksting immortalihr in the annals of the prophets — ana which no other 
modem writer liaa erw dipietid with a pencil at ooce bo merent and so pk- 
tnreBfiie."— <Smi. 

LORD LmDSAI'S LEITEfiS OU THii HOLY LAHD. 

ft 

FouBTH Edetion, Bevised, 1 toI, post Svo, vitli Hhistntioiis, 6s. boond. 

"Lord Lindsay has felt and recorded what he saw with the wisdom of a pllilo- 
flopher, and tiie utith of an eaUshtened Christiaa."— QHorler^ i2emei0. 



RABBATITE OF A 

TWO YEARS' RESIDENCE AT NINEVEH; 

With Bemarks on the Cbaldeana, Nettoriaas, TezideeB, &c. 
By the Bey. J. F. FLETCHER. 
Cheaper Edition. Two vols., post 8ro, ISs. bound. 



ADVENiniES IX GEORGIA, CIRCASSIA, AM) RUSSIA. 

By LLeutenant-Colonel G. POULETT C AMEEON, CJB., K.T.S., &c 

2 rcAa^ post 8fo, boimdy 12b. 



CAPTAINS KING AND FITZROY. 

KAEBATIVEOF THE TEN YEARS^ VOYAGE ROUND 

THE WORLD, 
OF U.M.S. ADVENTURE AND BEAGLE. 

Cheaper Edition, in 2 large vols, 8vo, \vith Map?'. Ohnrt?, and upwards 
of Bixty Illustrations, by Landseer, and other eminents Artists, 
price 1^ lis. 6d. bound. 

" One of the most interestSng narratifes of To^agine that it has fiiOen to onr 

lot to notice, and which must always occupy a ^Kstil^oiahed Spaoe in tibofaiBtorj 
of scientific navi^Uion."— (^uor^/y Review. 
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JAPAN AND THE JAPANESE, 

Coniprisini: the Narrative of a Three Years' EesidencG in Japan, -with 
au Account of iiritish Commercial Intercourse with that Country. 

By CAPTAIN GOLOWNIN. 
New and Chelvpek Editio>'. 2 vols, post 8vo, 10s. bonnd. 
"No European has been able, from personal oboervaLion and expericBce, to com- 
mnnicate a taaOi part of the inteU^i^e fomialied tibia 'w^tmt/*'^Biiiuh 
Jtaneu, 



STORY OF THE PENINSULAR WAR. 

A COMPANION YOLXniB TO UB. OUBICPS 

** STORY OF THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO** 

With Six Portraits and Map, i>8. boand. 



THE liEMESIS I i( CHIlilA; 

Cn>T!'T^IfiIXG A COMPLETE 

HISTORY OF THE WAR IN THAT COUNTRY. 
From Kotes of Captam W. H. HALL, RN. 
1 ToLt Plates, 6s. bound. 

" Cbipt Hall's narrative of the services of tlic Xemena is foil of interest, and 

will, wo ire sure, be valuable licreaftcr, n?. a Hording moat COOMiailuiteziala for 

tiic hi^story of st^m navigation." — Quartcrhj Remew. 



CAPTAIN CRAWFORD^ NAVAL REMINISCENCES; 

caxnaama mbkoibb of 

ADMIRALS Sm E. OWEN, SIB B. HALLOWELL CABEW. 
AND OTHER DISTINGUISHED COMMANDERS. 
2 Tols., post 8T0, with Portraita, 128. bound. 



ADVENTURES OF A SOLDIER. 

WRITTEN BY HEMSELF. 
Being the Memoirs of EDWAliD COSTELLO, of the Kifle Brigade, 
and late Captain in the Biitiah Legion. Cheap Edition, with 
Portrait, 3s. 6d. bound* 

" An exc^knt book of its daaa. A tnie and vivid pioton of a adldia^s lift.**— 

Athenaum. 

»• This highly Interesting volume 18 filkd with details and anecdotes of the most 
startbng cliaracter, and well deserm a plaoe inthe libnir of even- redment 
in the senrice.''— iyroKrfoiidifiWfliy 
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SALATHIEL, THE IMMORTAL. 

By the Rer. 6E0BGE CROLT, 'LL.'D. 

New Eeyised and Cheaper Editioo, in 1 vol. post 8vo, IQs. 6d« 

" A magnificent fiction. One of the most ?;plcndid prodactioiia among works 
of tictbn that the ago has brought forth." — Athenoeum. 

This extiwMdinary story, the prodaetioik of a man of great geuius, cannot be 
classed with .my of the works of iinapnation wliicli li.n i" been put forih in thcst; 
times, so fertile in romance. It is perfectly original in the general conception, as 
well as in its splendid and powerfnf eloqnenee.^-^l^jesrary Soeetfe. 

" This is a work of very peculiar character. It is, in fact, the autobiography 
of the Wandering Jew, and contains a history of tlic troubles, insurrections, per- 
secutions, (See., which supervened in Judea, immediately after the death of Christ. 
Dr. Croly has well succeeded in depicting the Jewish coaracter and warfare ; and 
has entered with consIJerable felicity into what it is probable would be the feel- 
ing of such a being as the impiotts and miserable wanderer whose history he 
wntea.**— 17ee% 



Cheaper Edition, in 3 Tol8^» price lOs. half-bound, 

FORTUM: A STUliY OF LONDON LIFE. 

Bjr n. X. COULION, Esq. 

" A IrllHant novel. A more vivid picture of various phases of society has not 
been painted since *■ Vivian Qrev' first dazsled and confounded the world ; but it 
is the biting satire of fashionable life, the moral anatomy of high society, which 
will attract alt readers. In eveiy amse of the word, ^Fortmie'iB an excellent 
noreL" — (Hturver, 

THE MODERN ORLANDO, 

By Dr. CROLY. 
1 TOl. post 8yo^ 5s. 
"By far the best thing of the kind that has heen written suice BTron."— 



THE HALL AND THE HAMLET. 

By WILLIAM HOWITT. 

Avtborof <*TheBook of the Seasons," "Rural Life in England,** &c 
Cheaper Edition, 2 vois^ post 8iro, 12s. bound. 

HUEST AND BLACKETT, PUBLISHEES, 

SUCCESSORS TO HENRY COLBURN, 

13, GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET. 
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